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The Desire for Fame 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Almost all the conditioned souls within the 
material world are envious. Jealous people generally 
turn against one who automatically attains some 
reputation. This is natural for jealous people. 
Consequently, when a devotee is fit to receive worldly 
reputation he is envied by many people. This is quite 
natural. When a person, out of humility, does not 
desire fame, people generally think him to be quite 
humble and consequently give him all kinds of fame. 
Actually, a vaisnava does not hanker after fame or 


a great reputation. Madhavendra Puri, the king of 
vaisnavasy bore his reputation, but he wanted to keep 
himself outside of the vision of the general populace. 
He wanted to cover his real identity as a great devotee 
of the Lord, but when people saw him overwhelmed 
in the ecstasy of love of Godhead, they naturally gave 
credit to him. Actually a first-class reputation is due 
Madhavendra Puri because he was a most confidential 
devotee of the Lord. Sometimes a sahajiya presents 
himself as being devoid of desires in order to become 
famous as a humble man. Such people cannot actually 
attain the platform of celebrated vaisnavas. it 

— Purport to Caitanya-caritamrta , madhya 4.147. 

Fame and Envy 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Srila Sanatan Goswami has said that one may 
give up kanakay wealth, and kaminly the desire 
for women — one may give up everything, but 
it is very difficult to give up pratisthdy the desire 
for attaining fame. Only for this a man becomes 
crooked, becomes intolerant, envious. On the 
material platform it is quite natural that one 
becomes envious, thinking, “Oh, he is making 
advancement. He is becoming wealthier than me, 
occupying a greater position than me.” So a man 
becomes envious of another and makes a plan 
to pull his rival down. In the political field, too, 
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A Nilgai (blue cow) on the side ofGovardhan Hill near Jatipura 


political enviousness is there, which leads even 
to political murders. 

It is all crookedness. Also you’ll find in the sadhu- 
samaja , the society of sadhus, that if some vaisnava 
or sadhu makes some advancement on the spiritual 
path, a person who is really a sadhu will think, “Yes, 
he is making nice advancement.” But one who is not 
a real sadhu , who is a crooked person just posing 
himself as a vaisnava-sadhu , will not be able tolerate 
it. He will become envious when he hears it. This 
is matsarya , enviousness. When he hears that such 
and such sadhu is making advancement it is as if a 
sharp arrow has pierced his heart. It is very difficult 
for the envious person to hear and tolerate. 

Such enviousness is not at all appreciated. Srimad 
Bhagavatam (1.1.2) says nirmatsaranam satam vedya 
— a vaisnava who is not envious can understand 
this bhagavata-dharma-tattva. Otherwise, one who 
is envious, though he may be a vaisnava — he 
may have come to the society of vaisnavas and be 
following the path of bhakti — cannot understand 
this tattva and cannot make any advancement on 

3 


the spiritual path. This is the real thing. One who 
is a real sadhu and vaisnava will become joyful on 
seeing the advancement of others. V 

— From a lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam 8.9.19, 27 November 1991, 
at Bhubaneswar. 

Residence near Govardhan, Part 3 

Srila Raghunath Das Goswami’s 
Govardhana-vasa-prarthana-dasakam 

With the commentary attributed to 
Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan 

A Sanskrit recitation of these ten prayers is available at 
https://youtu.be/rhX8HFOOwY4 

Verse 5: 

hari-dayitam apurvam radhika-kundam dtma- 
priya-sakham iha kanthe narmandlihgya guptah 
nava-yuva-yuga-khelas tatra pasyan raho me 
nija-nikata-nivasam dehi govardhana tvam 

Having eagerly embraced your dear friend — the 
incomparable object of love of Hari named Radhakund 

— around your neck, you secretly witness the amorous 
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pastimes of the freshly youthful couple that are 
performed in a solitary place. [So that I can witness them 
too], please give me permanent residence near you! 

Commentary: [Giriraj asks another question], 
“There are many places in my vicinity. Where exactly 
do you wish to reside permanently?” Srila Raghunath 
Das Goswami replies through this verse [to indicate 
that he wants to stay at Radhakund]. 

If asked, “In what way do you wish to stay?”, 
Srila Raghunath Das Goswami replies by saying 
that at Radhika’s kunda , I want to stay just as you 
(Govardhan) stay, witnessing the pastimes of the 
freshly youthful couple in a solitary place. Please give 
me permanent residence near you. 

In what way do I (Govardhan) witness these pastimes? 
Sri Raghunath Das Goswami replies by saying that at 
this place you have eagerly embraced your dear friend 
named Radhakund around your neck and [making this 
kunda your friend] you secretly watch the pastimes of 
the freshly youthful couple. Residing here, I too will 
experience these pastimes just like you, and therefore 
please give me permanent residence near you. 

What is the nature of that Radhakund? It is dear 
(dayitam ) to Hari and is incomparable ( apurvam ). [Someone 
may object that] the term l raho in the verse should be 
rahasi’, but the Amara-kosa (2.8.22) specifies that the term 
l rahas can also be written in its indeclinable form, l raho. 

Verse 6: 

sthala-jala-tala-saspair bhuruhac-chayaya ca 
pratipadam anukalam hanta samvardhayan gah 
tri-jagati nija-gotram sarthakam khyapayan me 
nija-nikata-nivasam dehi govardharta tvam 

Through your patches of level ground, your 
waters, your grasses, and the shade of your trees you 
wonderfully nourish ( vardhana ) the cows (go) at every 
moment. Thus, 0 Govardhan, you affirm to the three 
worlds the appropriateness of your name. Please give 
me permanent residence near you! 

Commentary: [The mood of Sri Raghunath Das 
Goswami now changes a bit.] Considering himself unfit 
to view the most intimate amorous pastimes, he prays for 
something less intimate and more general in this verse. 

He says, “0 Govardhan! At all times and in 
each and every place of yours, you sufficiently 
delight the cows through your patches of level 
ground, streams and lakes, grass and shade of 
the trees. Thus you declare to the three worlds 
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the validity of your own name, Govardhan, 
the hill which nourishes ( vardhana ) cows (go) through 
its grass, etc. Please give me permanent residence 
near [such places of] yourself.” 

By staying at this place, which is full of grass, trees, etc., 
it is certainly possible that I will at some point in time 
have darsana of my beloved Lord during his cow-herding 
pastimes. This is the mood of Sri Raghunath Das Goswami. 

[Translator’s Note: The commentator next gives 
some technical grammatical information that has 
been omitted in the interest of brevity.] 

Verse 7: 

sura-pati-krta-dlrgha-drohato gostha-raksam 
tava nava-grha-rupasyantare kurvataiva 
agha-baka-ripunoccair datta-mana drutam me 
nija-nikata-nivasam dehi govardhana tvam 
While promptly protecting his village from the 
sustained attacks of Indra, the enemy of Aghasura 
and Bakasura created a new shelter within you. 0 
Govardhan, receiver of great respect from Krishna! 
Please give me permanent residence near you. 

Commentary: [if Govardhan says], “Whatever you 
have prayed for in the previous verse can be attained 
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simply by staying at any one place in Vrindavan ”, then 
Sri Raghunath Das Goswami replies through this verse: 

“0 Govardhan! [When Indra showered incessant 
rain for seven days], Krishna was capable of 
protecting the residents of Vraja by other means, 
such as he previously did by entering the stomach 
of Aghasura. Yet it was you, Govardhan, who was 
shown great respect by Shri Krishna, the enemy of 
Aghasura and Bakasura.” 

[Question by Govardhan:] “How did the enemy 
of Aghasura and Bakasura show great respect?” Sri 
Raghunath Das Goswami replies, “By the creation of 
a new shelter within you while rescuing his village 
from the sustained attacks of Surapati (indra). The 
implication is that the Lord always glorifies his near 
and dear ones [like Govardhan] by not carrying out 
such tasks of protection himself. [Rather he makes 
them his instruments for such tasks]. ” 

The term sura in the verse indicates the forty-nine wind 
gods (Maruts). Indra is their Lord, and when these wind 
gods gave up and subsided, the attack [on Vrindavan] 
could no longer remain prolonged or powerful. 

[Translator’s Note: The term drutam (quickly/ 
swiftly) has not been explained in the commentary. 
It can align with three different terms in the verse, 
thereby generating different meanings. It can either 
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align with the phrase data-mana in the third line, 
which would mean that Krishna quickly showed a 
lot of respect to Govardhan. It can also align with 
kurvataiva in the second line, which would mean that 
Krishna swiftly carried out the protection of his village. 
It can also align with the phrase nija-nikata-nivasam 
dehi , which would mean, “Please quickly give me 
permanent residence near you!” Another possibility 
is that drutam can align with all these phrases, which 
would mean that Krishna swiftly carried out the 
protection of his village and quickly showed a lot of 
respect to Govardhan, and therefore Raghunath Das 
prays, “0 Govardhan! quickly give me permanent 
residence near you.” The translation above has been 
done by aligning the term drutam with kurvataiva.] it 

[To be continued.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Stava-puspahjalih with the 
commentary attributed to Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan. Edited by 
Shri Batu Das. Published by Nityasvarup Brahmachari. Printed at 
Devakinandan Press. Vrindavan. Vikram Samwat 1958 (~ 1901 AD). 

The Flipside of Fame 

Kalidas’ Abhijnana-sakuntalam (5.6) 

autsukya-matram avasayayati pratistha 
klisnati labdha-paripalana-vrttir eva 
nati-sramapanayanaya na ca sramaya 
rajyam sva-hasta-dhrta-dandam ivatapatram 

When pratistha , fame, is attained, the only benefit 
gained is that the intense longing for such fame is 
immediately relieved. However, the much greater 
loss is that the maintenance and protection of such 
newly acquired pratistha gives endless trouble. Such 
attainment of fame is like holding a heavy umbrella 
in one’s hand. Such umbrellas do not so much relieve 
stress as much as they generate it. H 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Abhijnana-sakuntalam 
of Kalidas with the commentaries of Shrinivasacharya and Raghav 
Bhatt. Edited by Ganesh Kashinath Kale. Printed by Venkateshwar 
Steam Press. Kalyan, Mumbai. Vikram Samwat 1973 (~ 1916 A.D.) 

Destruction of Spiritual Attainments 

From Tulasidas’ Rama-carita-manasa ( 1.161 ) 

aba lagi mohi na mile-u ko-u maim najanava-um kahu 

loka-manyata anala sama kora tapa kanana dahu 

I stay away from the contact of people in general and 
do not try to impress anyone with my abilities. This is 
because the attainment of fame is like a blazing fire 
which destroys the forest of spiritual attainments. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the online edition available 
at https://www.ramcharitmanas.iitk.ac.in 
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Speech Control 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


One should not speak in such a way as to agitate the 
minds of others. Of course, when a teacher speaks he 
can speak the truth for the instruction of his students, 
but such a teacher should not speak to those who are not 


his students if he will agitate their minds. This is penance 
as far as talking is concerned. Besides that, one should 
not talk nonsense. The process of speaking in spiritual 
circles is to say something upheld by the scriptures. One 
should at once quote from scriptural authority to back up 
what he is saying. At the same time, such talk should be 
very pleasurable to the ear. By such discussions one may 
derive the highest benefit and elevate human society, "it 

— Purport to Bhagavad-gitdy 17.15 

Greatest Offense to the Holy Name 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

To consider the spiritual master to be an ordinary 
human being is the gravest, most deadly offense one 
can commit while chanting the holy name. If we 
consider the spiritual master to be a mortal being we 
will never profit from our practices. Rather, various 
obstacles and problems will surface and drown us in 
an ocean of material desire. No one other than the 
spiritual master is capable of protecting us from bad 
association. Because the living entities consider the 
spiritual master to be an ordinary human being, they 
are unable to surrender to his lotus feet. 

— Amrta Vani, a collection of statements from Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur. Originally compiled in Bengali by Sri Bhakti 
Bhagavat Mayukha Maharaja. Translated into English by Bhumipati 
Das. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. Page 165. 
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Govardhan Hill is the Greatest Servant of Krishna 


Residence near Govardhan, Part 4 

Srila Raghunath Das Goswami’s 
Govardhana-vasa-prarthana-dasakam 

With commentary attributed to 
Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan 

A Sanskrit recitation of these ten prayers is available at: 
https://youtu.be/rhX8HFOOwY4 

Verse 8: 

giri-nrpa hari-ddsa-sreni-varyeti-ndma- 
mrtam idam uditam sn-radhika-vaktra-candrat 
vraja-nava-tilakatve klpta-vedaih sphutam me 
nija-nikata-nivasam dehi govardhana tvam 

0 king of mountains! From Sri Radhika’s moon-like 
face was spoken your nectarean name, hari-dasa-varya 
— “the greatest amongst all devotees of Hari”. The 
Vedas clearly describe you as a brilliant new tilaka 
decorating the land of Vraja. 0 Govardhan! Please give 
me permanent residence near you. 

Commentary: [Giriraj asks another question:] 
“The Puranas describe a statement by Lord Krishna 
glorifying Vrindavan: pahca-yojanam evasti vanam me 
deha-rupakam — “This forest of Vrindavan is fiveyo/anas 
(40 square miles) in area and is just like my own body.” 


So if Vrindavan has already been described as 
Krishna’s own body, then simply residing at any one 
place in Vrindavan will ensure due success. Why 
then do you call me the greatest and seek permanent 
residence near me through your prayers?” 

[Translator’s Note: Govardhan says that 
Vrindavan is already the body of Krishna. Why 
then does Sri Raghunath Das Goswami glorify 
Govardhan as the topmost amongst all places in 
Vrindavan? Is there any pramana in the scriptures 
that Govardhan is the topmost in any regard?] 

Sri Raghunath Das replies to this question through this 
verse [by explaining to Govardhan that he is the topmost 
amongst mountains, giri-nrpa, and the topmost amongst 
all types of servants of Krishna, hari-dasa-sreni-varya ]. 

The term giri-nrpa (king of mountains) has 
already been explained in the commentary to the 
first verse [since the first verse used the similar 
adjective atula-prthula-saila-sreni-bhupa ]. 

Sri Raghunath Das Goswami says - u O greatest 
amongst mountains! The following words came from 
the moon-like mouth of Sri Radhika as described in the 
SnmadBhagavatam (10.21.18): hantayam adrirabala hari- 
dasa-varyah — 'How amazing it is, dear friend, that this 
hill Govardhan is the best amongst the servants of Hari/ 


Drawing by Nitya Tarangini Dasi 
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The top ofGovardhan Hill 


Through this verse of the Srlmad Bhagavatam , your 
nectarean name, hari-dasa-varya, was spoken by 
her. For this reason, in the Vedas you have been 
clearly described as a brilliant tilaka on the forehead 
of the forest named Vraja. Therefore please give me 
permanent residence near you.” 

A Sanskrit proverb says, adhikasyadhikam phalam 
— “Whatever is done thoroughly gives thorough 
results.” Thus, the mood here is that by a greater 
proximity to you (Govardhan, the best of devotees), 
the result obtained by me will be greater. 

[Translator’s Note: The commentator next gives 
some technical grammatical information that has 
been omitted in the interest of simplicity and brevity.] 

Verse 9: 

nij a-j ana-yuta-rad ha- krsna-maitri-rasdkta 
vraja-nara-pasu-paksi-vrdta-saukhyaika-datah 
aganita-karunatvan mam un-krtya tantam 
nija-nikata-nivasam dehi govardhana tv am 

0 Govardhan, imbued with friendly rasa for Radha 
and Krishna along with their friends! You are an 
unparalleled giver of happiness to the groups of men, 
animals and birds [that took shelter of you]. Having 
embraced me [and considering me as one of your 
own], please give me permanent residence near you. 

Commentary: [Giriraj may say:] “Please pray for your 
desired object to any other suitable resident of Vraja. 


What is the need for any other prayer?” In reply to 
this, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami utters this verse. 

[Before explaining the terms, the commentator 
makes it clear that] the first phrase of the verse, 
nija-jana-yuta-radha-krsna-maitn-rasakta , meaning 
“imbued with friendly rasa for Radha and Krishna 
along with their friends” is a separate term and is 
an adjective to the second phrase. 

[Now, an explanation of the first phrase]: Govardhan 
is imbued with the rasa of friendship of Radha and 
Krishna along with their respective friends. 

[Explanation of the second phrase]: That same 
Govardhan is an unparalleled giver of happiness to 
groups of men, animals and birds. 

The mood here is that Govardhan is most merciful, 
because simply by a touch of the hands of Krishna, 
it stood up and provided shelter and all happiness 
to all residents of Vraja. Why should I (Raghunath 
Das Goswami) give up the shelter of such a merciful 
personality and seek shelter elsewhere? 

[Giriraj may object again:] “Those residents of Vraja 
who entered my shelter and received protection were 
full of pure love for Krishna. Not even a faint trace of 
that is present within you. How can I give you shelter?” 
Srila Raghunath Das Goswami replies by speaking the 
third line of the verse, saying, “You (Govardhan) have 
such a mood of giving immeasurable mercy. Due to 
such mercy, please embrace me as your own in a most 
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Govardhan between Govinda Kund and Punchari 


magnanimous way. Having done so, I am sure that 
you will definitely endow me with such love [that the 
residents of Vraja possess].” [To be continued.] Iff 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Stava-puspahjalih with the 
commentary attributed to Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan. Edited by 
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Shri Batu Das. Published by Nityasvarup Brahmachari. Printed at 
Devakinandan Press. Vrindavan. Vikram Samwat 1958 (~ 1901 A.D.) 

Avoiding Rebirth 

Subhasitavali (3512) ofVallabhadeva 

nasyatiyavad idam na sarlram 
vyadhi-vrtam paramesvara tavat 
sreyasi darsaya me subha-margam 
yena punar na bhaved bhuvijanma 

0 Lord! As long as this body is not surrounded 
by diseases and does not meet its fateful end, 
please reveal to me and inspire me to follow that 
auspicious path by which a rebirth in this world 
will be avoided. if 

Accepting Rebirth 

Subhasitavali (3513) ofVallabhadeva 

tvayijanardana bhaktir acahcala 
yadi bhaved aphala-pravana mama 
abhilasamy apavarga-paranmukhah 
punar aplha sarlra-parigraham 

0 Lord Janardan! If my unsteady devotion to¬ 
wards you fails to bring me perfection in this life, 
then I desire to turn away from liberation and 
accept a body again. V' 

— Above two verses translated by Hari Parshad Das from the 
Subhasitavali of Vallabhadeva. Edited by Peter Peterson and Pandit 
Durgaprasad. Education Society Press. Byculla. Mumbai. 1886 A.D. 
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If You Are Sincere 


His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

cur Prabhupada 


Correct Yourself, Not Others 


Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Tha 


■ Two Legged Animals 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 


Residence Near Govardhan, Part 5 


Srila Raghunath Das Goswami 


Do Not Give Up On Me 



Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s Vmdavana-mahimamrtam (6.49) 



“If You Are Sincere” 

His Divine Grace A . C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


By the mercy of the spiritual master and by the mercy 
of Krishna one enters into this devotional service. 
How is that? The mercy comes on parallel lines. If you 
have not found a spiritual master but you are sincere, 
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then Krishna will take you to a bona fide spiritual 
master. And if you get a bona fide spiritual master, then 
he will take you to Krishna. The two things are parallel. 
If you are sincere, Krishna is always sitting within your 
heart. He is the cattya-guru , the spiritual master within the 
heart. That spiritual master within the heart manifests 
himself externally as the spiritual master, it 

— From a lecture in Los Angeles. 16 May 1970. 

Correct Yourself, Not Others 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

I received your card dated November 26 and 
another letter following that. Srimad Bhagavatam 
has instructed us not to praise or criticize others’ 
nature or activities. It is said also in Sri Caitanya- 
bhagavata that one goes to hell by criticizing others. 
My instruction to you is not to criticize others, but 
to correct and purify yourself. 

I am forced to criticize my own disciples and 
those who have come to me for instruction. I do not 
understand why you would go out of your way to try 
to perform such a difficult task. if 

— From a letter dated 4 December 1931. Found in Prabhupadera 
Patravali , 5th edition, vols. 1-3. Edited by Sri Bhakti Prajnan Yati 
Maharaja. Published by Sri Chaitanya Math. 1991. Mayapur, Nadiya. 
English translation by Devamayi Dasi. Published in Prabhupada 
Saraswati Thakur: The Life & Precepts of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati. 
Mandala Publishing. Eugene, Oregon. 1997. 
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Two-Legged Animals 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Maya gives lashes to those who are less intelligent. 
That is a blessing. Then you will turn your face 
towards Krishna. As long as you have not turned your 
face towards Krishna, Maya will not cease giving you 
lashes. Maya is doing a very good job. Maya’s lashes 
are always welcome. Punishment inflicted through 
Maya is necessary for some souls. 

Lord Ramachandra first went to the seashore 
and fasted for three days, waiting for the arrival of 
the ocean personified, but the ocean didn’t come. 
The ocean could only understand the language of 
punishment. Lord Rama fasted but the ocean didn’t 
appear. Then the Lord exhibited his pastime of 
anger. Simply by glancing over the ocean, the living 
entities within it, including the crocodiles and sharks, 
were agitated with fear. Then the ocean personified 
fearfully approached Lord Ramachandra, taking all 
paraphernalia to worship him, falling at his lotus feet. 

This is the Lord’s blessing. The ocean couldn’t 
understand that the Supreme Lord is standing at the 
shore waiting for him and fasting. This was due to his dull 
intelligence. But when the Supreme Lord Ramachandra 
manifested his pastime of anger, then the ocean came 
and said, “0 all-pervading Supreme Person, we are all 
dull-minded and didn’t understand who you are. But 
now we understand that you are the Supreme Person.” 

When lashes are there then you can understand 
something. Without lashes, without beating, 
without punishment, a dull-minded person cannot 
understand. After receiving lashes, the Ocean said, 
“Now we understand that you are the Supreme 
Person, the master of the entire universe, the original 
Personality of Godhead. Demigods are infatuated with 
the mode of goodness, prajapatis with the mode of 
passion, the lord of ghosts with the mode of ignorance, 
but you are the master of all these qualities.” 

Jada-dhiyah refers to intelligence like that of an 
animal. An animal cannot understand. A person 
with such intelligence, animal intelligence, cannot 
understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Without being beaten, an animal cannot understand 
the purpose of man. When it is beaten then it will move 
ahead. Otherwise the animal will never move. In the 
language of my guru, a person who behaves in the same 
way is a “two-legged animal”. They need whipping, 


beating and punishment. Without being beaten they 
cannot understand the purpose of God. It 

—From a lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam 9.10.13.18 April 1994. Bhubaneswar. 

Residence Near Govardhan, Part 5 

Srila Raghunath Das Goswami’s 
Govardhana-vasa-prarthana-dasakam 

with the commentary attributed to 
Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan 

A Sanskrit recitation of these ten prayers is available at: 
https://youtu.be/rhX8HFQOwY4 

Verse 10: 

nirupadhi-karunenasn-sacmandanena 
tvayi kapati-satho pi tvat-priyenarpito ’smi 
iti khalu mamayogyayogyatam tarn agrhnan 
nija-nikata-nivasam dehi govardhana tvam 

By the causelessly merciful Sri Sachinandan, 
your dear object of love, I have been offered to you, 
even though I am a crooked pretender. Therefore, 
certainly without considering my qualifications 
or disqualifications, 0 Govardhan, please give me 
permanent residence near you! 

[Translator’s Note: In the commentary to the 
previous verse, it was described how Govardhan may 
question the eligibility of Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, 
seeing that he lacks the love that the residents of Vraja 
possess. Replying to this question, Raghunath Das 
said that Govardhan should give him shelter simply 
out of its immeasurable mercy. This, however, was a 
secondary reason. The primary reason for bestowing 
permanent residence is now stated.] 

Commentary: [Explaining his disqualifications, 
Raghunath Das Goswami says,] “What is my nature? 
I am a kapati , a pretender who shows some external 
renunciation and deceives the people in general. 
Moreover, I am also a satha y a crooked person who 
speaks sweet words on someone’s face but who works 
against the interest of that person behind his back. 
Even though I am both a kapati as well as a satha , 
please give me permanent residence near you [for I 
have been offered to you by Sri Sachinandan].” 

What is the nature of that Sachinandan? [Sri 
Raghunath Das replies], “He is your beloved.” The 
mood here is that Govardhan must listen to the words 
of a near and dear beloved. 

[Observation by Govardhan:] “It seems that there 
must be some reason for him [giving you his mercy 
and] sending you from Sri Purushottam Kshetra [Puri] 
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Govardhan Hill near Punchari 


to this place.” Sri Raghunath Das replies that it is not 
so and that he has been sent by Sri Sachinandan who 
is nirupadhi-karuna y or one who’s mercy has no cause. 
His mercy is such that it can melt one’s heart, and 
Sachinandan’s only motivation is to benefit others. 

Concluding Verse: 

rasada-dasakam asya srlla-govardhanasya 
ksitidhara-kula-bharturyah prayatnad adhlte 
sa sapadi sukhade smin vasam asadya saksac 
chubada-yugala-seva-ratnam apnoti turnam 

One who diligently studies these ten bhakti-rasa- 
bestowing verses of Sri Govardhan, the topmost 
among the various mountains in the world, attains 
residence here in this joyous place at once. Having 
attained such residence, such a soul quickly 
attains the jewel of the all-auspicious service of 
the divine couple. 

Commentary: The results obtained by reciting these 
ten prayers are spoken in this verse. One who studies 
these ten prayers related to Govardhan with diligence 
immediately attains shelter at Govardhan and obtains 
the jewel of the all auspicious service ofRadha-Krishna. 

(Mr 


[The commentator then gives detailed explanations 
of three of the compound terms used in the verse:] 
rasada-dasakam — that which bestows bhakti-rasa 
and is composed of ten verses. 

ksiti-dhara-kula-bhartuh — the topmost among all the 
various groups of mountains in the world. 

subhada-yugala-seva-ratnam — the highest form of 
auspiciousness, namely the service of the divine couple 
Radha-Krishna, which is like a valuable jewel [and 
which can be obtained here at Govardhan]. The dhvani y 
indirect implication, here is that anyone else can also 
obtain the same jewel by praying to the immensely 
rich distributor of such jewels named Govardhan. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Stava-puspanjalih with the 
commentary attributed to Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan. Edited by 
Shri Batu Das. Published by Nityasvarup Brahmachari. Printed at 
Devakinandan Press. Vrindavan. Vikram Samwat 1958 (~ 1901 A.D.) 

Do Not Give Up On Me 

Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 
Vrndavana-mahimamrtam (6.49) 

ha vrndatavi kim karomi na manag dustendriyanam gana 
ullafighyakhila-loka-dharma-padavim adhavatam kutsite 
nakarse mama saktir asti ghatate ’ksamyo paradhas tvayi 
kvapy arryatra na me sukham tad-agatim ma muhca md muhca mam 
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The original temple of Sri Nathji on top ofGovardhan Hill near the village ofjatipura 


Alas! 0 Vrindavan forest! What should I do? 
There is no dearth of immoral senses in me, 
and these senses are ever ready to break all 
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worldly and spiritual standards and run vi¬ 
ciously towards degraded objects of enjoyment. 
Moreover, I possess no power to stop the evil 
activities of these senses, and thus I constantly 
commit inexcusable offenses towards you. 

[So why don’t you leave?] 0 Vrindavan! I cannot 
find happiness anywhere else in the world. I have 
no other shelter. Do not give up on me! Please do 
not give up on me! if 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.net) 
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No Ugly Gopis, Please 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I don’t know who has given you this idea of shaving 
your head and wearing white garments. In India only 
the widows are allowed to shave their head. I have 
never suggested to your husband to take sannyasa. We 
can discuss this matter further when we shall meet 
again in London for Ratha-yatra. 

You remain the beautiful maidservant of Krishna. 
That is your business, and you should dress yourself 
always very nicely so that by seeing you Krishna 
will be pleased. Don’t try to be ugly before Krishna. 


Krishna does not like ugly gopis. We are transcendental 
artists, musicians, writers, so everything should be 
beautiful for Krishna. After all we are members of 
Krishna’s family, just like Krishna had 16,000 wives and 
each wife had thousands of servants and maidservants, 
and all of them were very beautiful for serving Krishna 
and his queens. So the servants of the gopis and queens 
cannot be ugly; they are as beautiful as the queens. In the 
Vaikuntha world there is no need of serving anything 
because everything is already clean and beautiful. It is 
so clean that just like a mirror when the maidservants 
would sweep the floor they could see the reflections 
of their bodies. So remain always in Vaikuntha y a; na, 
simply by thinking of the glories of the Lord. Don’t 
try to do anything artificially. That is sahajiya, which 
means a class of men that take everything very cheap. 
You want to perform sacrifice so continuously read our 
Vedic scriptures and perform the Vaikuntha yajna. It 

— Letter to Himavati. 15 June 1972. 

Austerity of Speech 

Various Commentaries on Bhagavad-gita (17.15) 

anudvega-karam vakyam satyam priya-hitam cay at 
svadhyayabhyasanam caiva van-may am tapa ucyate 

Austerity of speech consists in speaking words that 
are truthful, pleasing, beneficial, and not agitating to 
others, and also in regularly reciting Vedic literature. 

Srila Sridhar Swami ( Subodhim ): Speech that does not 
generate any anxiety is known as anudvega-karam vakyam. 
Speech should also be satyam , true. At the same time it 
should be priyam, pleasing to the listener, and hitam, 
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Nimai Pandit speaks to his students in Mayapur 


it should bestow a favourable result upon the listener. 
Such speech, along with svadhyayabhyasanam , regular 
self-study of the Vedas, is considered to be van-may am 
tapa, austerity that is fit to be followed in one’s speech. 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur 
(Sarartha-varsim): Anudvega-karam is speech that 
also does not agitate people other than the ones 
directly addressed by the speech. 

[Translator’s Note: In other words, such speech 
should not only avoid disturbing those who are 
directly addressed in the speech, but it should also 
avoid disturbing those who are not directly addressed.] 

Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan ( Gltd-bhusana ): 
Anudvega-karam indicates speech that does not generate 
udvega. , anxiety, in anyone. Speech should also be satyam , 
bona-fide. It should be priyam, pleasing to the listener. 
In the end, it should also bestow hitam , favorable results. 
Speech endowed with these four characteristics as well 
as regular self-study of the Vedas is considered to be van- 
may am tapa, austerity fit to be followed in one’s speech. 

Sri Adi Shankaracharya (Advaita-bhasya): 
Anudvega-karam is speech that doesn’t generate 
distress in living entities. Moreover, it should be 
satyam , true, priya, pleasing, and hitam, bestowing 
benefit in this world as well as the next. 


The term ca is used in the verse to denote these 
four qualities of speech as a united group. It should 
be understood that out of these four qualities, if any 
one, two or three are missing in any words spoken 
to another entity, then such an act of speaking is not 
to be considered as austerity of speech. 

For example, to speak a sentence that is true but 
is devoid of one, two or three of the other qualities 
is not considered austerity of speech. Similarly, a 
pleasing sentence devoid of the remaining one, two 
or three qualities is not considered as austerity of 
speech. Similarly, a benefit-bestowing sentence 
devoid of one, two or three of the other qualities is 
not considered as austerity of speech. 

[Question:] What, then, is austerity of speech? 

[Reply:] Those words that are simultaneously 
true, not generating anxiety in others, pleasing, and 
beneficial are considered to be the highest austerity of 
speech. E.g. words like, santo bhava vatsa! svadhyayam 
yogam ca anutistha tatha te sreyo bhavati — “Calm down, 
son! Be situated in studying the Vedas and executing 
the process of yoga. This will bestow benefit.” 

Besides these, regular personal study of sastra is 
also considered to be austerity of speech. 
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Sri Madhusudan Saraswati ( Gudhartha-dipika ): 

Anudvega-karam means that such speech does not 
generate anxiety in others. Satyam means that such 
words are rooted in the truth and are unobstructed 
by any contradictions. Priyam means that such 
speech gives immediate pleasure to the listener. 
Hitam means that it bestows eventual benefit on the 
listener. The term ca is for denoting all these four 
qualities as a group. This means that such speech 
must be endowed with all four qualities and should 
not be deficient in a single quality. 

An example of such a sentence is, santo bhava vatsa! 
svadhyayam yogarh ca anutistha tatha te sreyo bhavati — 
“Calm down son! Be situated in studying the Vedas and 
executing the process of yoga. This will bestow benefit.” 

This is van-mayam tapa or austerity of speech. 
Besides this, svadhyayabhyasanam, regular study of 
the Vedas, is also considered as austerity of speech. 
The term eva emphasizes that all four qualities are 
to be simultaneously present. 

Sri Keshav Kashmiri (Tattva-prakasika) : Austerity of 
speech is defined in this verse. Anudvega-karam means 
that such speech does not generate anxiety in others. 
Such speech is satyam, spoken as one has personally 
realized, priyam, pleasing to the listener, and hitam, it 
bestows eventual benefit. Such speech along with the 
regular personal study of the Vedas and Vedanta-sutra 
is known by the learned as austerity of speech. 

Sri Hanuman ( Paisdca-bhdsya ): Udvega means 
anxiety, but austere speech is without such udvega. It 
is satyam , not untrue, it is priya , pleasing, and hitam , 
benefit bestowing. Svadhyayabhyasanam is regular 
self-study of the Vedas. This is van-mayam tapa or 
austerity to be followed by one’s speech. 

Sri Nilakanth ( Bhava-dlpa ): Austere speech is priya , 
pleasing, and hitam , benefit bestowing. This means 
that such speech [immediately] bestows pleasure 
while listening to it and also eventually [when it is 
followed by others]. 

Sri Vidyanidhi (Madhva-matdnuvartini): Anudvega- 
karam is speech that does not generate fear. While 
listening to it, such speech is priyam. , pleasing. Hitam 
means that eventually it generates happiness. 

Sri Raghavendra Tirtha ( Artha-samgraha ): 
Anudvega-karam is speech of such a nature that 
it does not cause any mental anguish to others. 
Satyam means “truth spoken as it is”. This quality 
of satyam is to be applied in all cases. Priyam means 

(Mr 
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that while listening to it, such speech generates the 
desire to hear it again. Hitam means that eventually 
such speech generates happiness. Besides this, 
svadhyayabhyasanam or regular personal study of the 
Vedas is to be included. This is austerity of speech. 

Sri Abhinava Gupta ( Gitartha-samgraha ): Speech 
should be truthful. This quality of satyam is further 
explained using the term priya-hitam. In other words, 
truth is that which is priyam and hitam. 

[What is the meaning of priyam and hitam ? Answer:] 
Priyam means that which immediately bestows 
pleasure, and hitam means that which eventually 
bestows pleasure. Such words are to be understood 
as truth, and not simply those words that describe 
things as they are. 

[Translator’s Note: The intention is to say that 
truth should be pleasing. This commentator does not 
consider unpleasant statements as truth.] 

Sri Vanamali Mishra ( Gita-gudhartha-candrika ): 
Anudvega-karam means that such speech does not 
generate anxiety in others. Satyam means that 
such words are rooted in the truth and have a 
straightforward, unambiguous meaning. Priyam means 
that such speech gives immediate pleasure to the 
listener. Hitam means that it bestows eventual benefit 
on the listener. The term ca denotes that all four 
qualities should be taken as a group. This means that 
such speech must be endowed with all four qualities 
and should not be deficient in a single quality. Besides 
this, svadhyayabhyasanam , regular personal study of 
the Vedas, is known as austerity of speech. 

Sri Rajanaka Ramakantha ( Sarvatobhadra ): This 
verse speaks of the austerity followed by one’s speech. 
What is such austerity of speech? It is in speaking 
words that are naturally sweet in meaning and hence 
do not generate anxiety in others. Besides this, such 
words are satyam , i.e. not untrue. Such words are dear 
to saints and pleasing to the mind. Such words are 
also hitam, eventually leading to benefit and meaning 
in life. Besides this, there is svadhyayabhyasanam or 
recitation of the books prescribed by ones guru. 

Sri Daivajna Pandit (Paramdrtha-prapd): Austerity 
of speech is spoken of in this verse. Anudvega-karam 
means that such speech is not disturbing to others. 
Satyam means speaking things as they are. Speaking 
in this way should not generate any anxiety in others 
and therefore such speech should also be priyam , 
pleasing. Besides priyam it should also be hitam in 
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that it should eventually bestow a beneficial result. 
The Manu-samhita (4.138) says: 

satyam bruyat priyam bruyan na bruyat satyam apriyam 
priyam ca nanrtam bruyad esa dharmah sanatanah 

Speak the truth. Speak pleasing truth. Do not speak 
unpleasant truth. Do not speak pleasant lies. This is 
sanatana-dharma , the eternal principle of religiosity. 

Sri Purushottam ( Amrta-tarangini ): Speech-related 
austerity is described in this verse: It does not generate 
anxiety in others; it should be satyam, spoken frankly 
without distractions of greed, etc.; priyam, beneficial 
for attaining an auspicious afterlife; and hitam, helpful 
for attaining benefits in this life. The term ca used 
here suggests that even if such speech doesn’t help 
in attaining benefits in this life [but-helps in attaining 
benefits in the next], then it should be spoken. 

Svadhyayabhyasanam means self-study of the Vedas. 
The ca in the term cave a is for including the study of 
smrti literatures that do not contradict the Vedas. All 
these are austerities related to speech. 

Sri Jnaneshwar (jnanesvari Marathi 
Commentary): Just as touchstone turns iron into 
gold without shattering it or mutilating its shape, 
similarly, [restrained is the person who] speaks 
without disturbing persons other than the recipient 
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of one’s speech. It should [or will] also please the 
intended recipient of one’s words. 

[When watering a tree,] one’s intent is to supply 
water to the root of the tree. But as the water runs 
down to the root it also ends up nourishing nearby 
sprouts of grass. Similar is the speech [of a restrained 
person], as although it may be addressed to a particular 
hearer it simultaneously benefits others who also hear. 

Just like the nectarean flow of Ganges gives 
immortality to those who taste it; gives relief from 
sins and distresses to those who bathe in it; and 
gives a sweet taste in general; similar is the speech 
[of a restrained person] which bestows immense 
joy, relieves ignorance, and remains continuously 
nectarean to the listeners. 

When one uses his speech only on being asked a 
question, or only repeats Vedic literature, turning 
the mouth into a brahma-sala (Vedic recitation 
school) of Vedas like Rg-veda, etc.; or when one 
continuously keeps repeating the name of one’s 
beloved deity of Lord Vishnu or Lord Shiva, then 
such behaviour is known as austerity of speech, if 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at the 
Gita Supersite (https://www.gitasupersite.iitk.ac.in/). Jnanesvan 
commentary translated from Sartha-jnanesvan by Shri Nana Maharaj 
Sakhre. Published and printed by Tryambak Hari Apte. Indira Press. 
Sadashiv Peth. Pune. Saka 1846 (~ 1925 A.D.) 

A Most Religious Soul 

Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 
Vrndavana-mahimamrtam (7.20) 

yah kuryad guru-talpa-koti-gamanam hanyac ca viprarbudam 
svarnam capi haret pibec ca madiram samsargavan tadrsaih 
any ah codbhata-govadhady-agha-cayam kurvita so py amrti 
sn-vrudavana-vasa-niscaya-sunirvahimaha-dharmikah 

One may sleep with their guru’s wife millions of times, 
he may kill billions of Brahmins, steal gold, drink liquor, 
or stay constantly in the company of those who commit 
such crimes. He may also commit other heinous crimes 
such as killing cows. But if he has the desire to stay in 
Vrindavan till death and is able to carry it out successfully 
then he is a most religious soul. V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.net) 












W S n TKyisknct ^cdkcimritci 


tava kathdmrtam tapta-jlvanam 

Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 


Issue No. 395 Sri Amalakl Ekadasl 8 March 2017 Circulation 8,859 



• Adversity as Mercy 

idanta Swami Prabhupada 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktive 

• Sri Chaitanya-Kavacha 


From the Uttara-bhagavatam 


• The Great Fight at Holi 


The medieval Bengali vaisnava poet Kabir 

• The Spotless Moon of Nadia 


The medieval Bengali vaisnava poet Dina Bandhu Das 


• Devotion to Gaura Leads to Attachment to Radha 
Caitanya-candramrtam (88) ofSrila Prabodhananda Saraswati 




Adversity as Mercy 

His Divine Grace 

A . C . Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

TEXT: The mountains, although being struck by 
torrents of rain during the rainy season, are not 
shaken, just as those whose hearts are dedicated to 
the transcendental Personality of Godhead are never 
disturbed, even when harassed by great misfortune. 

next column ^ 


PURPORT: Because a person who is spiritually 
advanced accepts any adverse condition of life as the 
mercy of the Lord, he is completely eligible to enter 
into the spiritual kingdom. Even though a person 
takes to the devotional service of the Supreme Lord, 
he may sometimes become diseased, impoverished, 
or disappointed by life’s events. A true devotee of the 
Lord always considers these sufferings to be due to past 
sinful activities, and thus without becoming disturbed 
he patiently awaits the mercy of the Supreme Lord. Such 
devotees are compared to high mountains, which are 
never agitated in any way, even when struck by powerful 
torrents of rain in the rainy season. Rather, such 
devotees remain humble in spiritual enlightenment. 
Lree from pride and envy, they easily gain the mercy of 
the Lord and go back home, back to Godhead, I# 

— Light of the Bhagavata, text 12. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. 

Sri Chaitanya-Kavacha 

from the Uttara-bhagavatam 

siro me patu caitanyo bhalam visvambharah prabhuh 
nayane srl-gaura-candrah sravane dvija-nandanah 

May Chaitanya protect my head! May Lord 
Vishwambhar protect my forehead! May Sri Gaurachandra 
protect my two eyes! May he who is the bestower of 
pleasure on the twice-born protect my two ears! 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu enters Mathura 


gandau saci-suto nasamjagannathatmajo vatu 
rasanam krsna-caitanyas talu krsno ’dharam muhuh 

May the son of Sachi protect my cheeks! May 
the son of Jagannath Mishra protect my nose! May 
Krishna-chaitanya protect my tongue! May he who is 
the all attractive one always protect my lower palate! 

ostham visnu-priya-natho danta-pahktim dvijottamah 
vacant sankirtananandah svarupananda-vigrahah 

May the master of Vishnupriya protect my lips! 
May he who is the topmost among the twice-born 
protect my teeth! May he who is the joy ofsankirtana 
and bliss personified protect my speech! 

cibukam dharani-devo visvarupanujo mukham 
laksminathah kantha-desam grivam bhakta-jana-priyah 

May the Lord of the earth protect my chin! May 
the younger brother of Vishwarupa protect my face! 
May the husband of Lakshmipriya protect my throat! 
May he who is dear to his devotees protect my neck! 

skandha-yugmam dvija-prano manah patu saci-sutah 
nama-sutra-dharah kuksim hrdayam nama-tat-parah 

May he who is the life of the twice-born protect 
my shoulders! May the son of Sachi protect my mind! 


May he who is the holder of the threads of the holy 
name protect my belly! May he who is dedicated to 
chanting the holy names protect my heart! 

kumati-dhvamsano nabhim kati-desam karahga-dhrk 
dhvajam danda-dharah patu uru nyasi-siromanih 

May he who is the destroyer of bad intelligence 
protect my navel! May the holder of a sannyasi 
waterpot protect my hips! May the holder of a 
sannyasi rod protect my private parts! May he who 
is the crest jewel among sannyasis protect my thighs! 

janu kasaya-vasano jafighe patu dvijottamah 
gulpha-yugmam dvijah patu padau bhakta-jana-priyah 

May he who is the wearer of saffron cloth protect 
my knees! May he who is the best among the twice- 
born protect my lower legs! May the Lord who 
appeared as a brahmana protect my ankles! May he 
who is dear to his devotees protect my feet! 

gadadhara-priya-prano deham patu ca sarvada 
sayane mam sada patu nityanandaika-bandhavah 

May he who is the dear life of Gadadhar Pandit 
always protect my entire body! May the exclusive 
dear friend of Nityananda protect me during sleep! 
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The original shoes, waterpot and dhoti of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in the Gambhira in Jagannath Puri 


bhojane patu mam nityam advaitaika-krtatmabhuk 
patu mam gamane sa srlc-chaya-gamana-tatparah 

May he who exclusively made Advaita Acharya 
self-satisfied protect me always while I accept food! 
May he who is eager to attain the shelter of Sri Radha 
protect me while I am going anywhere! 

srlmad vlrasanaslno mamaslnam sadavatu 
srlmad bhagavatadhyayl kathane patu mam sada 

May the Lord who is seated in the vlrasana pose 
protect me while seated! May the student of the Srlmad 
Bhagavatam protect me always when I am speaking! 

bhagavat-pada-sevayam patu mam bhakta-rupa-dhrk 
guru-padarcane siksa-gurur mam patu nityasah 

May the Lord who assumed the form of his devotee 
protect me in my service of the lotus feet of the Lord! 
May he who is the instructing guru of the world 
protect me always in the service of my guru! 

sarvesvaro gaura-harih sarvatah patu mam sada 
jade sthale cantarikse parvatarohane tatha 
durga-vartmani vrkse ca patu mam bhakta-vatsalah 

May Gaura-hari, the Lord of all, protect me always in 
all ways — in water, on earth, in space, while climbing 
mountains! May he who is extremely affectionate to 
his devotees protect me on difficult roads and trees! W 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Sri-caitanya-kavacam 
published in the Gauranga-virudavalL Edited and Published by Sri 
Haridas Shastri. Kalidah. Vrindavan. Gaurabda 498. 


The Great Fight at Holi 

the medieval Bengali vaisnava poet Kabir 

baraja-kisorlphagu khelata range 

cuya candana ablra gulaba 

deyata syamera ahge [refrain] 

The damsels of Vraja play [during Holi] with great 
joy. They throw and apply candana paste, perfumed 
red natural kumkuma powder and rose petals on 
Shyam’s body. 

phagu hate kari phirata srl-hari 

phiri bulata rai 

ghumata uthaye bayana chapaye 

yaiche canda lukai 

Taking color in his hands, Sri Hari roams about 
calling, “Rai! Rai!” [Sneaking up behind her and] 
lifting the veil on her head, he imprints her face with 
color, and thus the moon (her moon-like face) gets 
covered [in red]. 

lalita sakhi phagu hate kari 

deyata kanu nay ana 

bhanu kisorl duhu bahu dhari 

marata syama bayana 

[Seeing this,] Lalita takes some color in her hand and 
throws it in Kanu s eyes. Vrishabhanu s daughter then 
grabs both his arms and slaps his face [with color]. 

dura eka-sakhi jhxjlu kari 

kamha lagau ablra 

phagu lei kana nay ana deyata 

ham ham karata kablra 
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Another sakhi [jeeringly] says, “Live long, live long, 
0 defeated and humiliated one!” and asks, “Where on 
your body should I apply color?” While saying this, she 
takes some color and applies it to his ears and eyes. 
Seeing this, Kabir says, “Yes! Yes!” V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava-padavali, 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 

The Spotless Moon of Nadia 

The Medieval Bengali Vaisnava poet 
Dina Bandhu Das 

sacxra mandire asi akalahka purrxa-sasx 

udaya karila mahi-mdjhe 
grahana kariya chala sa-kalahka sola-kala 

canda lukaila hada laje 

Seeing that the spotless full moon has risen on the 
earth in the home of Sachi, the spotted full-moon hid 
itself in great shame on the pretext of a lunar eclipse. 

anande nadxya bhela bhora 
puny era samaya paiya nana dhana bilaiya 

sabhai bala-e haribola 

The town of Nadia swooned injoy. At this auspicious 
time, everyone gave various types of riches in charity. 
They all loudly chanted, “Haribol! Haribol!” 

nadiya nagarxyata anande andhala cita 
sacxra mandire upanxta 
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gora-canda mukha dekhi preme chala chala arxkhi 
upajila nigudha pirxta 

The young damsels of Nadia felt blinded with 
joy. Somehow they all approached Sachi’s home. 
Seeing Gorachand’s face, their eyes were filled with 
overflowing tears, and the sprout of deep-seated love 
sprung up in their hearts. 

duti bahu pasariya nija nija kole laiya 
cumba dila vadana-kamale 
dxna-bandhu dasa bale sacxra nandana mile 
aneka diner a punya-phale 

Spreading out their two arms, they all took him into their 
laps one by one and kissed his lotus-face. Dina Bandhu Das 
says, “The [sight of the] son of Sachi is obtained only 
after accumulating piety for a long time." If 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava-padavali , 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 

Devotion to Gaura Leads to 
Attachment to Radha 

Caitanya-candramrtam (88) 
of Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati 

yathayatha gaura-padaravinde 
vindeta bhaktim krta-pxxnya-rdsih 
tatha tathotsarpati hrdy akasmat 
radha-padambhoja-sudhambu-rasih 

To the degree that a fortunate pious person attains 
devotion unto the lotus feet of Gaura, to that degree he 
spontaneously finds the nectar-ocean of attachment 
to Sri Radha’s lotus feet rising in his heart. 

[Translator’s Note: The commentator named 
Anandi says that this verse depicts a beautiful visual 
imagery. Just as a progression in the phase of the 
moon spontaneously causes the ocean to progressively 
swell, similarly, an increase in one’s devotion to the 
moon-like Gaura spontaneously causes the ocean of 
attachment to Sri Radha to rise higher and higher.] "it" 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.net) 
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The Duties of a Brahmin 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

A Brahmin’s business is pathana , pathana , yajana , 
yajana, danah, pratigrahah. Brahmin means he is 
learned himself. He is a very erudite scholar. That 
is a Brahmin’s first qualification. And he also makes 
others scholars - not that he just remains himself a 
scholar. This is called pathana y pathana. Then yajana, 
yajana. Yajana means he worships the deity and 
yajana means he teaches others how to worship. 
Danah pratigrahah means that he accepts charity 
from others, and he gives it to others. That we have 
mentioned. What he gets in the day, he gives in 
the night. So these are six principles to become a 
Brahmin. Otherwise, if he gets the degree and then 
he smokes, he does not follow, he does not act, then 
he cannot be a Brahmin, because catur-varnyam maya 
srstam guna-karma-vibhagasah ( Bhagavad-gfta 4.13). 


Krishna said, “The four divisions are according 
to quality and work.” Whether he is qualified will 
be proved by his work. Not that he has taken the 
degree and now he is smoking. That is going on. 
Academic means this. They get degrees, and after 
that they do all nonsense. That is academic. But the 
Vedic culture is not like that. He must act properly. 
Then it will be all right. 

In Western culture, the idea is, “Never mind his 
private character. We don’t mind. He has passed 
Ph.D. so let him become a teacher. Privately he may 
be a rascal. It doesn’t matter.” However, that is not 
brahminical culture. There is no “private” or “public” 
here. We chant that acamana mantra: 

apavitrah pavitro va sarvavastham gato pi va 
yah smaret pundankaksam sa bahyabhyantarah sucih 
Whether pure or impure, or having passed through 
all conditions of material life, one who remembers 
lotus-eyed Krishna becomes externally and internally 
clean. ( Garuda-purana , quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 3.47) 

Bahya means external, and abhyantara means 
internal. Both should be the same; there should be 
no duplicity. Externally something and internally 
something else — that will not be successful. We 
have to present an ideal institution; not that we 
make compromise with everybody. That is not our 
business. We don’t want stars; we want moon. What 
is the use of millions of stars? Get one moon. That 
is sufficient. V 

— Morning Walk in Los Angeles. 23 June 1975. 
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Radha-Govinda 
Without Gaura-Govinda 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Here in this Bhubaneswar center, Srila Prabhupada, 
my beloved spiritual master, said that there should 
be three altars - for Gaura-Nitai, Krishna-Balaram, 
and Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra. Many ask 
this question: “How is it that in all ISKCON centers in 
the world there is Radha and Krishna but here there 
is no Radha? I ask, “Why do you say that there is no 
Radha? There is Gauranga. Radha is there. Gauranga 
appeared assuming radha-bhava , Radha’s mood. 
If you find Gauranga then you can know Radha is 
there. The major percent of Gauranga is Radha. The 
minor percent is Krishna. As Radharani was feeling 
the pangs of separation and was crying for Krishna, 
similarly Gauranga Mahaprabhu was crying for 
Krishna as if he was Radha. He has said: 

gaura ahga nahe mora—radhahga-sparsana 
gopendra-suta vina teriho nd sparse anya-jana 

tahra bhave bhavita kari atma-mana 
take nija-madhurya kari asvadana 

Actually my body does not have a fair complexion. It 
only appears so because it has touched the body of 
Srimati Radharani. However, she does not touch anyone 
but the son of Nanda Maharaja. I have now converted 
my body and mind into the ecstasy of Srimati Radharani 
and thus I am tasting my own personal sweetness in 
that form. (C.c. madhya , 8.287 - 288) 

So if you find Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, how can 
you say that there is no Radha present? Therefore it 
is stated that even if Radha-Govinda are present, if 
there is no Gaura-Govinda we won’t go there. It has 
a very, very confidential purport. 

I will give you a simple example. Just think of the two 
types of mango — a green unripe mango and a yellow 
ripe mango. What is the difference between them? 
One is green and the other is yellow. Shyamasundar 
means unripe, or green, and Gaurasundar means ripe, 
or yellow. It is the same mango; only the color differs. A 
ripe mango is very tasty and sweet while a green mango 
is never sweet. Shyamasundar and Gaurasundar have 
this exact difference. Shyamasundar means unripe, 
while Gaurasundar means ripe. Shyamasundar means 
green - the rasa or mellow is not ripened yet. Whereas 
in Gaurasundar, the rasa or mellow is ripe. If there 
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is no Gaurasundar or Gaura-Govinda the mellow is 
not ripened. There may be Radha-Govinda, but their 
mellow is green, unripe. This is the difference, it 

— From a lecture given on 7 April 1989. 

Bhakti Pervades Everything - Part 1 

Srila Jiva Goswami’s Bhakti-sandarbha (115) 

Bhakti is to be found in all scriptures, in all living 
entities, in all countries, through all senses, in all 
objects, in all activities, in all prescribed duties and 
in their results. 

(l) In all scriptures — In a conversation between 
Lord Brahma and Narada in the Skanda-purana y the 
following statement is found: 

samsdre smin mahd-ghorejanma-mrtyu-samakule 
pujanam vasudevasya tarakam vadibhih smrtam 

All the learned philosophers conclude that in this 
dreadful world, replete with repeated birth and death, 
the worship of Vasudev is the only delivering factor. 

Examples of scriptures that support the execution 
of bhakti in a positive manner through affirmative 
statements ( anvaya ): 

bhagavan brahma kdrtsnyena trir anviksya mamsaya 
tad adhyavasyat kuta-stho ratir atmanyato bhavet 


Painting by Rosana Araujo 








Radha is reminded of Krishna everywhere 


The great personality Brahma, with great attention 
and concentration of the mind, studied the Vedas 
three times, and after scrutinizingly examining 
them, he ascertained that attraction for the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead Sri Krishna is the highest 
perfection of religion. ( Srimad Bhagavatam 2.2.34) 

The Padma Pur ana and Skanda Pur ana have the 
following statement: 

alodya sarva-sastrani vicarya ca punah punah 
idam ekarh sunispannam dhyeyo narayanah sada 

Having studied all scriptures and meditated on their 
meanings again and again, the clear conclusion is that 
Lord Narayan is always to be meditated upon. 


Now, an example of vyatireka, a negative statement: 
The Garuda Pur ana says: parahgato pi vedanam — 
Even if one is learned in all the Vedas [a person who 
is not a devotee is the lowest among men.] 

(2) For all living entities — The Srimad Bhagavatam 
(2.7.46) says: 

te vai vidanty atitaranti ca deva-mayam 
stri-sudra-huna-sabara api papa-jivah 
yady adbhuta-krama-pardyana-sila-siksas 
tiryag-jana api kim u sruta-dharanaye 

Ladies, sudras , the lower castes such as the Hunas and 
Shabaras, and other sinful living entities can know the 
truth and cross over the influence of the illusory energy if 
they follow the footsteps of devotees who are exclusively 
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sheltered in the refuge of the Supreme Lord. Even animals 
can be delivered in this way. What then to speak of those 
fortunate souls who are born in elevated families? 

The Garuda Pur ana also says: 

kita-paksi-mrgdnam ca harau sannyasta-cetasam 
urdhvam eva gatim manye kim punarjhdnindm nrnam 

The insects, birds and beasts who surrender their 
consciousness in the thoughts of Hari certainly 
achieve an elevated destination. What then to speak 
of the learned souls? 

Here it should be known that bhakti can be found 
in all types of people — in those with good conduct 
and those with bad; in the learned as well as the 
ignorant; in the attached as well as the detached; 
in those who desire liberation as well as those who 
have attained it; in those whose bhakti is perfected 
as well as in those whose bhakti is not perfected; in 
those who have attained the association of the Lord 
as well as those who are eternally liberated. Thus, 
bhakti is all pervasive. 

Bhakti can be found in both — those with good 
conduct (, sacara ) and those with bad (duracara). The 
Bhagavad-glta (9.30) says: 

api cet su-duracaro bhajate mam ananya-bhak 
sadhur eva sa mantavyah samyag vyavasito hi sah 
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Even if one commits the most abominable action, if he is 
engaged in devotional service he is to be considered saintly 
because he is properly situated in his determination. 

The implication is that if the person committing the 
most abominable action is to be considered a saintly 
soul upon performing bhakti, what to speak of those 
who behave in auspicious ways? i$ (To be continued). 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandir a (www.granthamandira.net). 

Narada Takes a Severe Vow 

From the Uttara-khanda (194.14-16) 

Of the Padma Purana 

kalina sadrsah ko piyugo nasti varanane 
tasmims tvam khyapayisyami gehe gehe jane jane 

anya-dharmams tiras krtya puras krtya mahotsavan 
yadi pravartaye na tvam tada daso haver nahi 

tvad-anvitas cayejlva bhavisyanti kalav iha 
papino pi gamisyanti nirbhaya hari-mandiram 

[Seeing the pitiable condition of Bhakti Devi at the 
beginning of the age of Kali, Narada said to her], “0 
beautiful-faced lady! There is no age equal to Kali. In 
this age I will personally preach your glories in each 
and every home and establish you within the hearts 
of each and every individual. Hear my vow! Giving 
priority to devotional festivals over all other forms 
of religiosity, if I do not spread you everywhere on 
earth, then I shall no longer be known as a servant of 
Hari. The living entities that will be born in this age of 
Kali will be devotees who attain the abode of Lord Hari 
without any hindrances, even if they are sinners.” V 

—Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Padma-puranam. Vol 6 
and 7, pp. 625. Gurumandal Series No. XVIII. Calcutta. 1946 A.D. 












W S n ^Kyisknct FKedkemritci 

'Binm 


Issue No. 397 


tava kathdmrtam tapta-jlvanam 

Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 
SriKamada Ekadasi 7 April 2017 


Circulation 8,873 



• Everyone Can go Back to Godhead 


Prabhupada 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 

• Don’t Take the Lord’s Name in Vain 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

• Where is Bhakti Found — Part 2 


SrilaJiva Goswami’s Bhakti-sandarbha (115) 

• Simply by the Proper Attitude 



SrilaSanatan GoswamisBrhad-bhagavatamrta2.4.210 




Everyone Can go Back to Godhead 


His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I beg to submit herewith that by the Grace of Sri 
Krishna through his mercy personified — my spiritual 
master — I have realized most thoroughly that going 
“Back to Godhead” is the highest privilege of mankind 
and the supreme perfection of human life. 


Unfortunately, the present day human civilization 
is very much attracted with the beauty of apara- 
prakrti y the illusory material nature, and as such it is 
overpowered by a demoniac propensity in the form 
of the atheistic set up of civilization manifested in 
the matter of sense gratification. This tendency is 
dangerously harmful to real progress of life. 

The aim of life should be to make a sincere effort to go 
“Back to Godhead” but, contrary to this, the tendency is 
to go back to hell or into the cycle of evolutionary animal 
life as it is described in the 16th chapter of Bhagavad-gita. 

Please therefore save them from the great falldown. 
Believe me or not, I have got the clue of going “Back to 
Godhead” just after leaving my present material body 
and in order to take along with me all my contemporary 
men and women of the world, I have started my paper 
“Back to Godhead” as one of the means to the way. 

Please do not think of me as wonderful or a mad 
man when I say that I shall go “Back to Godhead” 
after leaving my present material body! It is quite 
possible for all of us. 

In the Bhagavad-gita it is said very clearly that 
whosoever adopts the specific principle of accepting 
Sri Krishna, the Personality of Godhead, will be 
able to achieve the highest transcendental goal of 
life — never mind if he is born untouchable, a fallen 
woman, a laborer, or a man dealing in rupees y annas 
and paisa. What then is the difficulty for a pious 
“Brahmin” and devoted king to go “Back to Godhead”? 
Everyone should therefore adopt this principle of 
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going “Back to Godhead” in order to get released from 
temporary existence in this world of miseries. 

This fact is corroborated by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
As the practical demonstrator of Bhagavad-glta and as 
the most magnanimous incarnation of Sri Krishna, 
Sri Chaitanya has made the path of going “Back to 
Godhead” so easy for everyone that even a boy of 
the world can swim across the ocean of religiosity, 
although it is full of so many dangerous animals ready 
to devour a fallen person in that great massive water. I 
have simply adopted the easy method of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu as just suitable to the modern people in 
general. As such I am feeling as sure of going “Back to 
Godhead” as I feel without any doubt after taking my 
dinner that I have eaten to my satisfaction. This feeling 
is a necessary concomitant factor of the great science of 
devotional service in the approved line of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu. 

I am therefore very eager to broadcast the secret 
of my success to all men and women of the world 
as a natural consequence and I am seeking Your 
Excellency’s help and co-operation in this great 
attempt of transcendental service, "it 

— Letter to Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President of the Indian Union. 21 
November 1956. 

Don’t Take the Lord’s Name in Vain 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Pure devotees do not chant the Lord’s names 
to counteract sinful reactions, accumulate piety, 
attain heavenly pleasures, to mitigate famine, 
devastating epidemics, social unrest, disease, civil 
strife, or to obtain wealth or an earthly kingdom. 
Since the Lord is the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, to ask him to fulfill our wishes is to treat 
him as our servant. This is an offense. Therefore, 
calling the Lord’s names for any reason other than 
to attain his devotional service is useless. Jesus 
Christ told us not to take the Lord’s name in vain. 

However, this does not mean we do not need to 
always chant the Lord’s names — while sleeping, 
remaining awake, eating, or enjoying happiness. To 
chant the Lord’s name, begging for his service, is not 
a useless activity. It is our only duty. 

But to make a show of chanting for some other 
purpose — in other words, to fulfill our own desires 

— is useless. We should not take to the chanting of 
the Lord’s names uselessly. We should not chant 
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to attain religiosity, economic development, sense 
gratification, or liberation. Instead, we should 
always chant to attain the Lord’s service, 

— Amrta Vani, a collection of statements from Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur. Originally compiled in Bengali by Sri Bhakti 
Bhagavat Mayukha Maharaja. Translated into English by Bhumipati 
Das. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. Page 166. 

Where is Bhakti Found? Part 2 

Srila Jiva Goswami’s Bhakti-sandarbha (115) 

[Srila Jiva Goswami continues explaining how bhakti is 
found in all types of people:] 

Bhakti can be found in the learned as well as 
the non-learned. The Srfmad Bhagavatam (ll.11.33) 
specifies this as jhatvajhatvatha ye vai mam — 
“Whether my devotees know me or not, [I consider 
them to be the best of all].” 

Similarly, the Brhan-naradfya Parana says, harir 
harati papani dusta-cittair api smrtah — “Hari takes 
away all sins even if he is remembered by those who 
have a polluted heart.” 

Such statements are also to be found at other 
places in sastra. 

Bhakti can be found in the materially attached (ragi) as 
well as the materially detached ( vairagi ). The Lord says: 

badhyamano pi mad-bhakto visayair ajitendriyah 
pray ah pragalbhaya bhaktya visayair nabhibhuyate 
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My dear Uddhava, if my devotee has not fully 
conquered his senses he may be harassed by material 
desires, but because of his unflinching devotion for me 
he will not be defeated by sense gratification. (Srimad 
Bhagavatam 11.14.18) 

Implicit in this verse is that those who are detached 
will also not be defeated by sense gratification. 

Bhakti is also found in those who desire liberation 
(mumuksu ) as well as those who have already attained 
liberation ( mukta ). Regarding the mumuksus , the 
Srimad Bhagavatam (1.2.26) says: 

mumuksavo ghora-rupan hitva bhuta-patin atha 
narayana-kalah santa bhajanti hy anasuyavah 

Those who seriously desire liberation are certainly non- 
envious, and they respect all. Yet they reject the horrible 
and ghastly forms of the demigods and worship only the 
all-blissful forms of Lord Vishnu and his plenary portions. 

Regarding the muktas, those who are already 
liberated, the Srimad Bhagavatam (1.7.10) says: 

atmardmas ca munayo nirgrantha apy urukrame 
kurvanty ahaitukim bhaktim ittham-bhuta-guno hardy 

All different varieties of atmardmas [those who take pleasure 
in the atma, or spirit self], especially those established on 
the path of self-realization, though freed from all kinds of 
material bondage, desire to render unalloyed devotional 
service unto the Personality of Godhead. This means that 
the Lord possesses transcendental qualities and therefore 
can attract everyone, including liberated souls. 

Bhakti is also seen in those who have not perfected 
their love of God ( bhakti-asiddha ) as well as those 
who have perfected their love of God ( bhakti-siddha ). 
That an imperfect devotee can also perform bhakti is 
specified in the Srimad Bhagavatam (6.1.15) as follows: 

kecit kevalaya bhaktya vasudeva-parayanah 
agham dhunvanti kartsnyena niharam iva bhaskarah 

Only a rare person who has adopted complete, unalloyed 
devotional service to Krishna can uproot the weeds of 
sinful actions with no possibility that they will revive. 
He can do this simply by discharging devotional service, 
just as the sun can immediately dissipate fog by its rays. 

For those who have perfected their love, the Srimad 
Bhagavatam (11.2.53) says: 

na calati bhagavat-padaravindal 
lava-nimisardham apiyah sa vaisnavagryah 

A pure devotee of the Lord can never forget those 
lotus feet in any circumstance. He will not give up 
his shelter at the lotus feet of the Lord for a single 
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moment — indeed, not for half a moment — even in 
exchange for the benediction of ruling and enjoying 
the opulence of the entire universe. Such a devotee of 
the Lord is to be considered the best of the vaisnavas. 

Bhakti is found even in living entities when they 
attain the eternal association of the Lord. For example: 

mat-sevaya pratitam te salokyadi-catustayam 
necchanti sevaya purnah kuto nyat kala-viplutam 

My devotees, who are always satisfied to be engaged in 
my loving service, are not interested even in the four 
principles of liberation [salokya, sarupya , samipya and 
sarsti\y although these are automatically achieved by 
their service. What then is to be said of such perishable 
happiness as elevation to the higher planetary systems? 

Bhakti is also seen in those who are ever liberated 
( nitya-siddha ) [i.e. who never have seen any material 
existence, such as Lakshmi Devi]. The Srimad 
Bhagavatam (3.15.22) says in this regard: 

vapisu vidruma-tatasv amalamrtapsu 
presyanvita nija-vane tulasibhir isam 
abhyarcati svalakam unnasam iksya vaktram 
ucchesitam bhagavatety amatangayac-chrih 


The goddesses of fortune worship the Lord in their own 
gardens by offering tulasi leaves on the coral-paved 
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banks of transcendental reservoirs of water. While 
offering worship to the Lord, they can see on the water 
the reflection of their beautiful faces with raised noses, 
and it appears that they have become more beautiful 
because of the Lord’s kissing their faces. 

(3) In all countries: The different varieties of 
bhakti performed in all tracts of land, all planets, all 
universes and even in the space outside the universes 
are specified in various literatures such as Srimad 
Bhagavatam etc. In other words it is to be understood 
that bhakti can be found in all locations. 

(4) Through all senses: That bhakti is performed 
through the senses is specified in a verse (from an 
unknown source): 

mdnasenopacarena paricarya harim muda 
pare van-manasagamyam tarn saksat pratipedire 

Having joyously worshipped Hari through mental 
offerings, devotees have obtained a direct vision of 
that Lord who is beyond the power of speech and mind. 

This verse specifies bhakti through the mind. In 
a similar way, bhakti through other senses is also 
described in various places. 

[Translator’s Note: Srilajiva Goswami has given the 
example of performing bhakti through the mind. An 
example of performing bhakti through other senses 
and limbs is seen in Srimad Bhagavatam 9.4.18 - 20.] 
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( 5 ) In all objects — That bhakti can be performed 
while using all objects is specified by the Lord in the 
Srimad Bhagavatam (10.81.4): 

patram puspam phalam toyamyo me bhaktya prayacchati 
tad aham bhakty-upahrtam asnami prayatatmanah 

If one offers me with love and devotion a leaf, a flower, 
a fruit or water, I will accept it. (To be continued), |# 
[Part one of this article was titled: "Bhakti Pervades 
Everything".] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.net) 

Simply by the Proper Attitude 

Srila Sanatan Goswami’s 
Brhad-bhagavatamrta 2.4.210 

siddhih syad bhagavad-drstya trna-sammananad api 
sakrd uccaranan nama-bhasasya sravanat tatha 

One can reach perfection by honoring even a blade 
of grass — provided one sees within it the presence of 
the Supreme Lord — or by just once uttering or hearing 
even a faint semblance of the Lord’s name. H 

— Translated by Gopiparanadhana Das. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. 
Los Angeles. 2002. 
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Children and Discipline 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


The basic idea of raising children as they are 
described in the Vedic literature is that from birth 
till the age of five years the parents may be very 
lenient with the child. From the ages six to ten 
they should tighten the discipline of their child, 
and from the ages of ten till the sixteenth year 
the parents should be as strict as a tiger with their 
child so that he will be afraid to be disobedient at 
all. Then after the sixteenth year the parents shall 
treat their child as a friend, and the child is allowed 
to gradually develop his adult responsibility and 
independence. (Letter to Vibhavati. 15 July 1969.) 

Encourage them to chant as much japa as possible, 
but there is no question of force or punishment. If 
there is need you may shake your finger at them but 
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never physical punishment is allowed. Try as far as 
possible to discipline them with love and affection, 
so that they develop a taste for austerity of life and 
think it great fun to serve Krishna in many ways. Ris¬ 
ing early and mangala-aratl, this is enough austerity. 
Besides that, let them learn something, chant, dance, 
eat as much prasadam as they like, and do not mind 
if they have a playful nature — let them also play and 
run, that is natural. It is nice if they eat often — if 
children overeat it doesn’t matter, that is no mistake. 
(Letter to Aniruddha. 10 January 1972.) 

Now the thing is, children should not be beaten at 
all, that I have told. They should simply be shown 
the stick strongly. So if one cannot manage in that 
way then he is not fit as teacher. If a child is trained 
properly in Krishna Consciousness, he will never go 
away. That means he must have two things, love and 
education. So if there is beating of child, that will be 
difficult for him to accept in loving spirit, and when 
he is old enough he may want to go away — that is the 
danger. So why these things are going on — march¬ 
ing and chanting japa, insufficient milk, too strict 
enforcement of time schedules, hitting the small chil¬ 
dren? Why are these things being imposed? Why are 
they inventing these such new things like marching 
and japa like army? What can I do from such a distant 
place? They should run and play when they are small 
children, not be forced to chant japa, that is not the 
way. (Letter to Bhanutanaya. 18 November 1972.) V 
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Purpose of our Temples 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 
From Amrta Vatii 18.6 ,17 

The Mathas [temples of the Gaudlya Matha] were 
not established to favor ordinary people but to help 
pure devotees advance in spiritual life. We serve 
Lord Gauranga simply by performing srl-krsna- 
sahkfrtana. The Bhagavatam verse, yajnaih sankirtana 
prayairyajanti hi sumedhasah supports this idea. The 
example set by Sri Krishna’s Gaura pastimes is the 
only auspicious way to perfection for the jivas. 

The Mathas have not been established to please 
hhogfs or tyagxs [enjoyers or renunciates]. They have 
been established to preach pure devotional service. We 
receive blessings as we serve Hari by establishing Mathas. 

Our intention is not to collect one or two rupees 
to benefit the Matha. We should not be eager to take 
help from unscrupulous people. Rather, if we can 
benefit anyone by speaking the bold truth, then 
the Mathas purpose is served. 

People will often play tricks on us. We should consider 
such tricks as the Lord’s test. It is difficult to cross beyond 
insurmountable Maya unless we are greatly fortunate. 
Mayavadxs and bhogxs are both conditioned souls. By the 
mercy of Krishna’s devotees, persons who surrender to 
Hari can discriminate between good and bad, right and 
wrong. Know for certain that being drawn by the enj oying 
spirit, many people cannot realize the Absolute Truth. 

Not for our Comfort 

It is more intelligent to create a living Matha rather than 
to build a Matha for comfortable living. Creating a living 
Matha means to attract faithful persons to surrender at 
the lotus feet of the spiritual master. The highest welfare 
activity is to attract living entities to serve the spiritual 
master’s lotus feet by describing to them the spiritual 
master’s glories and service. For this we spend gallons of 
blood. Such preaching will please both guru and Krishna. 
Therefore, to dedicate body, mind, and speech to such 
philanthropic activities is the perfection of life. 

A Matha surcharged with talk of Krishna’s glories 
and service is non-different from Vaikuntha. Thus 
living in a Matha is just like living in a dhama. Hari- 
katha must be prominent in the Matha. There is no 
use in building a Matha simply to facilitate eating 
and sleeping. Mathas should be built only to spread 
hari-katha. This will benefit us and others. 


Devotees who are fully dedicated to their spiritual 
master are the living source, and we are to hear 
from such living sources so that we too can become 
dedicated devotees. People devoid and bereft of 
service to the spiritual master are dead even as they 
breathe. Do not associate with such non-devotees if 
you do not want to harm your spiritual progress. V 

— From Amrta Vani, collected teachings of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur. Compiled in Bengali by Sri Bhakti Bhagavat Mayukha 
Maharaja. Adapted and translated into English by Bhumipati Das and 
Isvara Das. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. Pages 309, 317-318. 

Where is Bhakti to be Found - Part 3 

Srila Jiva Goswami’s Bhakti-sandarbha (115) 

Srila Jiva Goswami continues explaining the 
universality of bhakti. 

(6) In all activities — That bhakti can be performed 
in all of one’s activities is specified in the Srxmad 
Bhagavatam (11.2.12) as follows: 

sruto nupathito dhyata adrto vanumoditah 
sadyah punati sad-dharmo deva-visva-druho pi hi 

By hearing, reading, meditating, respecting, or praising 
the religion known as bhagavata-dharma (bhakti), even 
those who are antagonistic to the demigods or to the 
entire world are purified immediately. 

[Translator’s Note: Srilajiva Goswami has quoted a 
verse which mentions only religious activities. What 
then about ordinary activities? Srilajiva Goswami now 
quotes another verse which covers those activities.] 
The Bhagavad-gxta (9.27) also says: 

yat karosiyad asnasiyajjuhosi dadasiyat 
yat tapasyasi kaunteya tat kurusva mad-arpanam 

Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you 
offer or give away, and whatever austerities you 
perform — do that, 0 son of Kunti, as an offering to me. 

[Translator’s Note: A question may arise here — 
What about those individuals whose quality of bhakti is 
not fully pure and they are unable to offer everything 
in a pure state of mind. Will they be purified too? Srila 
Jiva Goswami replies by saying the following:] 

Even in cases where a semblance of bhakti or bhakti 
with aparadhas is present, purification occurs. This 
can be seen in the case of Ajamila or in other cases 
such as the mouse that got burnt, etc. 

[Translator’s Note: Ajamila’s case is well documented 
in the Srxmad Bhagavatam. The history of the mouse that 


3 




Sri SSiskm ^cdkcinritcL SpmU 

got burnt is given elaborately in the Visnudharmottara and 
Padma Purdnas , as seen in issue 187 of Bindu. It is briefly 
summarized in the Hari-bhakti-vildsa (16.129) as follows: 

ekadasyam parair dattam dipam prajvalya musika 
manusyam durlabham prapya param gatim avapa sa 

A female mouse had once caught fire in a ghee lamp 
which was offered by someone on Ekadashi. [By doing 
so, she contributed in the burning of the lamp.] Thus, 
she achieved a rarely achievable human form and at 
last attained the topmost destination.] 

(7) In all prescribed duties — This is specified in 
the Skanda-purana as follows: 

yasya smrtya ca namoktya tapo-yajna-kriyadisu 
nyunam sampurnatam yati sadyo vande tarn acyutam 

By remembering him and chanting his names, 
all austerities, sacrifices and prescribed duties 
immediately attain success and due completion. I offer 
my respects to that Lord Achyuta. 

(8) In the results of all actions — Bhakti can be 
performed while aspiring for all types of results. This 
is specified in the SrimadBhagavatam (2.3.10) as follows: 

akamah sarva-kamo va moksa-kama udara-dhlh 
txvrena bhakti-yogenayajeta purusam param 

Whether one is without desire, or is desirous of all fruitive 
results, or is after liberation, one should with all efforts 
try to worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

Even the results of worship of all different types of 
gods, etc., are automatically perfected by performing 
the service of Hari. This is specified in the Srfmad 
Bhagavatam (4.31.14) as follows: 

yatha taror mula-nisecanena 

trpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopasakhah 
pranopaharac cayathendriyanam 
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya 

By giving water to the root of a tree one satisfies its 
branches, twigs and leaves, and by supplying food to 
the stomach one satisfies all the senses of the body. 
Similarly, by engaging in the transcendental service 
of the Supreme Lord one automatically satisfies all the 
demigods and all other living entities. 

Thus the universality of bhakti has been shown 
through these statements. The Skanda Parana has a 
similar statement spoken in a conversation between 
Lord Brahma and Sri Narada: 

(Mr 
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Radha and Krishna in the groves of Vrindavan 

arcite deva-devese safikha-cakra-gadadhare 
arcita sarva-devah syuryatah sarva-gato harih 


When the Lord of all Lords — the wielder of the conch, 
discus and club named Hari — has been worshiped, 
then all the demigods are automatically worshiped. 
This is because Hari is omnipresent. 

[Translator’s Note: Since all activities and their 
results are being discussed, Srila Jiva Goswami sees 
this as an opportune moment to bring up a discussion 
regarding grammar. Srila Jiva Goswami wants to 
look at the entire concept of activities and results in 
relation to bhakti from the grammatical point of view. 

According to deary as of Sanskrit Grammar, whenever 
an action is performed there are various agents that may 
be involved in effecting that action viz. karta, the subject 
of an action; karma, the object of an action; karana, the 
instrument of an action; sampradana — the receiver of an 
act of charity/donation; apadana, the source of separation 
in an action and adhikarana — the location of an action. 

Material activities are such that each of the 
abovementioned agents of action may receive a 
positive or negative reaction in effecting the action. 
Srila Jiva Goswami however now specifies how all 
these agents always receive immense auspiciousness 
if they become involved in the action named bhakti.] 
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Radha draws water from the Yamuna 


The universality of bhakti can also be seen by 
observing the auspiciousness that all agents of the 
activity of bhakti receive. This is seen in the histories 
given in the various puranas. For example: 

(a) The subject of the activity of bhakti: In the sentence 
“Prahlada performed bhakti,” Prahlad is the subject of 
the action and he received immense auspiciousness. 

(b) The object of the activity of bhakti: In the 
sentence “Indra offered the Surabhi cow to the Lord,” 
the Surabhi cow is the object being offered and it 
received immense auspiciousness. 
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(c) The instrument of the activity of bhakti: In the 
sentence “Rukmini sent a letter to Krishna through 
a Brahmin,” the Brahmin is the instrument and he 
received immense auspiciousness. 

(d) The receiver of anything in the activity of 
bhakti: In the sentence “For the pleasure of Krishna, 
Govardhan offered various things to the residents of 
Vraja,” the residents of Vraja are the receivers and 
they received immense auspiciousness. 

(e) The source of separation in the activity of bhakti: 
In the sentence “Milk taken from the Surabhi cow was 
offered to the Lord,” the Surabhi cow is the source of 
separation and it received immense auspiciousness. 

(f) The location of an activity of bhakti: Various 
puranas have statements such as “Bhakti Devi 
resides in this country.” In such cases, the country 
is the location and such countries receive immense 
auspiciousness. (To be continued.) it 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.net) 

Devotion to Vraja 

Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 
Vrndavana-mahimamrtam (1.94) 

rddhd-krsna-rahasya-dasya-rasa evestah pumartho mama 
tyaktva sarvam aham kadapi my atom vatsyami vrndavane 

ittham syad api vaciyasya paramasaktasya gehadike 
nasaktav api saktata-parihrtau tarn pati vrndatavl 

“Service to the most confidential rasa of Radha- 
Krishna is my only desired object of life. Giving 
up everything, when will I permanently reside in 
Vrindavan?” If such words exist on the tongue of 
a most attached householder who is unable to give 
up his attachment and take to a life of detachment, 
still the forest of Vrindavan protects such a soul, "it 

—Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gaudiya Grantha Mandira 
(www.granthamandira.net) 



The lotus feet and hand of Srila Prabhupada 


Drawing by Anuradha Dasi 
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Cultivating Remembrance of Krishna 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


While chanting “Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna” you 
should always feel the presence of Krishna in person, 
and as soon as you remember Krishna in person you 
can remember also about his talks with Arjuna. If you 
cannot remember Krishna in person you should try to 
hear attentively the words “Krishna” and “Hare” as 
you go on chanting. (Letter to Ballabhi. 5 May 1967.) | 
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Regarding your first question, “Is it offensive to 
think of Krishna’s pastimes while chanting?” I think 
you should know that it is not offensive, but rather 
it is required. One must try for the point that when 
one simply hears “Krishna” then immediately all of 
Krishna — his pastimes, his form, his qualities — are in 
ones thoughts. So to be always immersed in thoughts 
of Krishna — this is our process. When we are full in 
Krishna then where there can be any chance for may a in 
us? So this is our duty, to remember Krishna’s pastimes. 
One who cannot remember Krishna, let him always hear 
“Hare Krishna”, and then when he has perfected this 
art he will always remember Krishna, his activities, his 
qualities, etc. (Letter to Sivananda, 4 December 1968.) 

In the neophyte stage one should always engage in 
hearing krsna-katha. This is called sravana-dasa, the stage 
of hearing. By constantly hearing the transcendental 
holy name of Krishna and hearing of his transcendental 
form, qualities and pastimes, one can attain to the stage 
of acceptance called varana-dasa. When one attains this 
stage, he becomes attached to the hearing ofkrsna-katha. 
When one is able to chant in ecstasy, he attains the stage 
of smaranavastha y the stage of remembering. Recollection, 
absorption, meditation, constant remembrance and 
trance are the five items of progressive krsna-smarana. 
At first, remembrance of Krishna may be interrupted 
at intervals, but later the remembrance proceeds 
uninterrupted. When remembrance is uninterrupted 
it becomes concentrated and is called meditation. 
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When meditation expands and becomes constant, it is 
called anusmrti. By uninterrupted and unceasing anusmrti 
one enters the stage of samadhi , or spiritual trance. After 
smarana-dasa, samadhi has fully developed, the soul comes 
to understand his original constitutional position. At that 
time he can perfectly and clearly understand his eternal 
relationship with Krishna. That is called sampatti-dasa, 
the perfection of life. (Purport, Nectar of Instruction, 8.) it 

Rubber-stamped Sadhus 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Question: How will we decide who is a spiritual 
master? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Are baba! That decision comes 
from Krishna Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Mahaprabhu 
has ordered, yare dekha , tare kaha ‘krsna-upadesa — 
“Whomever you meet, tell him about Krishna. Don’t 
concoct, just present it as it is. I order you, become a 
spiritual master and deliver the world. If you just do 
this one thing — present the message as it is, follow 
the disciplic succession, you’ll become guru.” Krishna 
will give you that position, don’t hanker after it. 

Just do it. The decision comes from Krishna, from 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. There is no question that 
somebody will decide. Apratihata , it will automatically 
come, nobody can check it. If Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
wants, Krishna wants, then no one can check it. You 
should have full faith and patience (dhairya) and just 
follow as it is. Don’t be pessimistic. There is no question 
of pessimism. Rather, this is all optimism. We need 
not bother about these things [false gurus]. They are 
blowing their own trumpet, beating their own drum. 
At any time Krishna will finish them. Don’t disturb. You 
should have patience, full faith in sastra , guru, and sadhu. 

Some disturbance will always come up because it is the 
material world, padarh padamyad vipadam —At every step 
there is danger. So many things are there, and at the same 
time it is Kali-yuga, the age of quarrel and hypocrisy. 
This world is filled with hypocrites. So some hypocrites 
will come and say, “I am guru, I’m sadhu , I’m such a great 
man.” He may come, beat his own drum, blow his own 
trumpet, and make some politics. It is quite natural; you 
should not be disturbed by these things. Be dhlra , don’t 
be disturbed. You should have full faith in sadhu, sastra , 
and guru. Just do your duty as guru has instructed — as 
it is — and present it as it is. The time may come in the 
long run, you need not be worried. Have patience. Quote 
sastra and dcdryas. Our basis is guru, sastra , and sadhu. 


Say it as it is. Just as Srila Prabhupada got the full 
mercy of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur and 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, although he was a grhastha. 
He never spent any time in the matha. But he became 
acarya because he was very simple, not envious. You 
cannot put a stamp on someone, “You are deary as! 11 like 
it is a fashion. If you put a stamp on someone who’s not 
genuine then the day will come that will prove he’s 
not an acarya. I’ll tell you a nice story. Once a jackal 
fell in the blue dye water of a washerman. He became 
blue, then he went to the forest and declared — “I am 
the king of all the animals.” The animals said, “0 yes! 
He’s strange looking. He might be king”. They made 
him king and he sat on the throne. In the evening all 
the jackals came and started howling, “Woo hoo! Woo 
hoo!” So he also started howling the same thing, and 
then they understood, “Oh! He’s a jackal! Beat him! He’s 
not king!” So he was exposed. We know these things, 
so why should we be disturbed? Don’t be disturbed; let 
anyone pretend. The time will come; Krishna Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu will reveal everything. Have patience. r Vt' 

— From a lecture in France. 29 August 1985. 

Where is Bhakti to be Found - Part 4 

Srila Jiva Goswami’s Bhakti-sandarbha (115) 

[Srila Jiva Goswami continues explaining the universality 
of bhakti] 

Moreover, bhakti is also to be performed at all 
times. This is spoken using the term sarvada (at all 
times) in the following verse: 

tasmat sarvatmana rajan harih sarvatra sarvada 
srotavyah klrtitavyas ca smartavyo bhagavan nrnam 

0 King, it is therefore essential that every human 
being hear about, glorify and remember the Supreme 
Lord, the Personality of Godhead, always and at all 
times. ( Bhag . 2.2.36) 

[Translator’s Note: Does “all times” also mean at 
the time of creation and destruction of the universe? 
Srila Jiva Goswami replies as follows.] 

Bhakti can be performed at the dawn of creation 
too. The Srimad Bhagavatam (11.14.3) says: 

kalena nasta pralaye vanlyam veda-samjnita 
mayadau brahmane prokta dharmoyasyam mad-atmakah 

At the beginning of the creation, I spoke to Brahma that 
transcendental Vedic sound that was destroyed after the 
previous annihilation. This sound consisted of religious 
practices devoted to me. 




Sri SSiskm \%ikmrifa SpmU 

After creation has taken place, there are many 
examples of performing bhakti in the scriptures. 

After the various types of annihilations, too, bhakti can 
be performed. The Srimad Bhagavatam (3.7.37) specifies 
this through a question by Vidura: tatremam ka updsfran 
ka u svid anuserate — “After the final annihilation, who 
worships the Lord and who remains asleep?” 

Bhakti can also be performed in all the four yugas. 
The Srimad Bhagavatam (12.3.52) specifies this as follows: 

krteyad dhyayato visnum tretayamyajato makhaih 
dvapare paricaryayam kalau tad dhari-klrtanat 

Whatever result was obtained in Satya-yuga by 
meditating on Vishnu, in Treta-yuga by performing 
sacrifices, and in Dvapara-yuga by serving the Lord’s 
lotus feet can be obtained in Kali-yuga simply by 
kxrtana of his names. 

What more? Even a single moment of time spent 
without bhakti is the greatest loss. The vaisnava 
tantras say: 

sa hams tan mahac chidram sah mohah sa ca vibhramah 
yan muhurtam ksanam vapi vasudevo na cintyate 

That moment or hour when Lord Vasudev is not 
remembered is the greatest loss, the greatest defect, the 
greatest illusion, and the biggest blunder. 

In all stages of human life, too, bhakti can be 
performed: 

(a) garbhe , in the womb — Prahlad heard instructions 
spoken by Narada. 

(b) balye y as a toddler — bhakti was seen in Dhruva. 

(c) yauvane , as a youth — bhakti was seen in Sri 
Ambarish Maharaja. 

(d) vardhakye, in old age — bhakti was seen in 
Dhritarashtra. 

(e) marane y at the time of death — bhakti was seen 
in Ajamila. 

(f) svargitayam , in those who have attained heaven 

— bhakti was seen in Chitraketu. 

(g) narakitayam , in those who attained hell — even 
in such people, bhakti is seen as specified in the 
following verse of the Nrsimha Parana: 

yathayatha barer nama kvrtayanti sma narakah 
tatha tatha harau bhaktim udvahanto divamyayuh 

Gradually, as the residents of hell engaged in the 
klrtana of Lord Hari’s names, they attained the spiritual 
world, being possessed of bhakti towards Hari. 

Therefore the sage Durvasa also says in the Srimad 
Bhagavatam (9.4.62): mucyetayan-namny udite narako pi 

— “You can do everything, for even if a person is fit for 
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Nrisimhadev fighting Hiranyakasipu and his followers 


going to hell, you can deliver him simply by awakening 
within his heart the holy name of your Lordship.” If 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.net) 

Prayers to Nrisimha 

Assorted verses from various sources 

surasura-siroratna-kanti-vic-churitafighraye 
namas tribhuvanesaya haraye simha-rupine 

Obeisances to Hari, the Lord of the three worlds, 
who has taken on the form of a lion and whose feet 
are glowing with the brilliance of the gems of the 
crowns of both the demigods and the demons. 

antah krodhojjihdna-jvalana-bhava-sikhd-kdra-jihvavalidha- 
praudha-brahmanda-bhandah prthu-bhuvana-guha- 
garbha-gambhira-nadah 
drpyad-parindra-murtir murajid avatu vah 

suprabha-mandallbhih 
kurvan nirdhuma-dhuma-dhvaja-nicitam iva 

vyoma roma-cchatanam 

Due to his inner anger a fire is rising, and his tongue 
resembles the color and shape of the tongues of that fire. 
Using that tongue he appears to be licking the vast pot 
of this universe. His roaring produces the same sound 
in the universe that a lion’s roar produces in a dark 
cave. By the shining hair spreading out into the sky 
from his neck, it appears as if the entire sky is covered 
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in a smoke so thick that it is covering its original fire. 
May that ferociously proud form of Lord Murari named 
Nrisimha protect you! 

aditya kim dasaite pralaya-bhaya-krtah svikrtakasa-desah 
kim volka-mandalani tribhuvana-dahanayodyatamti bhftah 
payasur narasimham vapur amara-ganair vibhratah sarhga-paner 
drsta drptasurorah sthala-darana-galad rakta-rakta nakha vah 

“Are these ten suns that have taken shelter of the 
sky due to the fear of impending destruction? Are 
these ten comets intent upon destroying the entire 
universe?” In this way, the demigods were all afraid 
when they saw the nails of Lord Nrisimha, the bearer 
of the Sarnga bow. These nails were covered in red 
blood dripping from the ripped chest of that proud 
demon. May these ten nails protect you all! 

kvedam garjitam esa kin nu dalati stambho nrsimhas tatas 
so i tradhavati ko ’tra bho dhanurasl humheti daityesvaram 
jalpantam nija-garjitena balavat stambhan ninyavadhid 
ekasmin ksana eva ha nara-haris tratd sa evastu vah 

The Lord of the demons named Hiranyakashipu 
asked, “From where is this sound of a lion’s roar 
arising? Is the pillar being torn apart?” 

His servants replied, “It is a man-lion, and he is 
running fast in your direction.” 

Hiranyakashipu ordered, “Who is that? Bring my 
sword and bow!” While the Lord of the demons was 
prattling on like this, Lord Narahari quickly tore apart 
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Nrisimha kills Hiranyakasipu while Prahlad and Lakshmi offer prayers 

the pillar and finished him off in a single moment. May 
that Lord be the deliverer of you all! 


candrardhayita-nispidhana-dasano vyomayitantar-mukho 
balarkayita-locanah sura-dhanur lilayita-bhru-latah 
antarnada-nirodha-pivara-galan-nyak-kupa-niryat-tadit- 
tara-sphara-satavaruddha-gaganah pay an nrsimhojagat 

The teeth that protrude out from the sides of his 
mouth appear like crescents of the half-moon. When 
he opens his mouth, its inner area appears to be 
deep like the great sky. His eyes appear reddish like 
two rising suns and his eyebrows appear curved like 
two rainbows in that sky. When he tries to stop the 
roaring coming from within him, his throat expands 
and the hairs on his neck spread all over, giving the 
impression that bolts of lightning have overtaken 
the sky. May that Lord Nrisimha protect the world! 

sandhya-ranj ita-sita-didhiti-kala-saundarya-bhajo nakhah 
pritirh pivarayantu kaitabha-ripoh krida-nrsimhasya vah 
daityorasthala-pitha-kunthitataya dvnena dambholina 
sasuyam sa-kutuhalam sa-vinayam sascaryam alokitah 

These nails of Nrisimha, the enemy of the Kaitabha 
demon, have the complexion and effulgence of the 
reddish evening crescent moon. When the thunderbolt 
of Indra was unable to tear apart the chest of the 
demon Hiranyakashipu, it looked at these nails with 
envy, surprise, humility and amazement. May these 
nails of the Lord increase your happiness! *1jf 
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Attachment to Family Members 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


As for detachment from children, wife and home, 
it is not meant that one should have no feeling for 
these. They are natural objects of affection. But when 
they are not favorable for spiritual progress then one 
should not be attached to them. The best process for 
making the home pleasant is Krishna consciousness. 
If one is in full Krishna consciousness he can make 
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his home very happy because this process of Krishna 
consciousness is very easy. One need only chant Hare 
Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/ 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, 
accept the remnants of foodstuffs offered to Krishna, 
have some discussion on books like Bhagavad-gita 
and Srivnad Bhagavatam , and engage oneself in deity 
worship. These four things will make one happy. One 
should train the members of his family in this way. The 
family members can sit down morning and evening 
and chant together Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, 
Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. If one can mold his family 
life in this way to develop Krishna consciousness, 
following these four principles, then there is no need 
to change from family life to renounced life. 

— Purport to Bhagavad-gita As It Is 13.8-12. 

Whom Should We Hear From? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

The one who serves Krishna twenty-four hours a 
day can show us Krishna. We must hear krsna-kathd 
from such a devotee or guru. Then our propensity to 
serve the Lord will be awakened. The mathas teach 
service to the Lord because such places are centers 
for the Lord’s service. What makes a temple or matha 
attractive is that its atmosphere is surcharged with 
hari-kathd. If we hear with surrender, honest inquiry, 

I and a service attitude, the hari-kathd spoken by a 
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Sri Sri Radha Lalita Damodara in Vrindavan, the worshipable deities ofSrila Jiva Goswami Prabhupada 


bonafide spiritual master to devotees who are dear to 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, our perfection is guaranteed. 
We will certainly become fully Krishna conscious. 

The Lord’s devotees see Shyamasundara in their 
hearts with eyes anointed with devotion. If such a 
devotee favors us, we will also come to see the Lord in 
our hearts. We cannot see the Lord with our present 
blunt, material eyes. We can only see the Lord through 
devotion-filled eyes. Our eternal perfection lies in 
worshiping Krishna. The moment we realize that we 
are Krishna’s servant and Krishna is our master, the 
door to auspiciousness opens. We should know for 
certain that there is no object of worship in this world 
other than Sri Hari. V 

— From Amrta Vani, collected teachings of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur. Compiled in Bengali by Sri Bhakti Bhagavat 
Mayukha Maharaja. Adapted and translated into English by Bhumipati 
Das and Isvara Das. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. Page 159 


Ullekha — A Poetic Ornament 

Sanskrit poetry is considered to be at its best when it is 
decorated with literary ornaments. One such ornament is 
named ullekha. (For a further explanation of poetic orna¬ 
ments, see Bindu 383 or 387.) Srila Jiva Goswami defines 
ullekha in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sesah (4.59) as follows: 

kvacid bhedad grhltrnarh visayanam tatha kvacit 
ekasyanekadhollekho yah sa ullekha ucyate 

The various perceptions of a single object that may 
manifest due to (l) a difference in perceivers or (2) 
a difference in how a perceiver focuses upon that 
object, is known as ullekha. 

Thus, this poetic ornament can be found wherever 
there are: 

l) Various perceptions of a single object by various 
perceivers. 
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Sri Sri Radha Vraja Mohan in Vrindavan, the worshipable deities ofSrila Narottam Das Thakur 


2) Various perceptions of a single object by a single 
perceiver arising due to that perceiver focusing upon 
different aspects of that object at various times. 

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhushan points out an example 
of the first type of ullekha as found in the Srimad 
Bhagavatam (10.43.17): 

malldnam asanir nmam nara-varah strinam smaro murtiman 
gopanam sva-jano satam ksiti-bhujam sasta sva-pitroh sisuh 
mrtyur bhoja-pater virad avidusam tattvam par am yoginam 
vrsnmam para-devateti vidito rahgam gatah sagrajah 

The various groups of people in the arena regarded 
Krishna in different ways when he entered with his 
elder brother. The wrestlers saw Krishna as a lightning 
bolt, the men of Mathura as the best of males, the 
women as Cupid in person, the cowherd men as their 
relative, the impious rulers as a chastiser, the king 
of Bhoja as death, the unintelligent as the Supreme 


Lord’s universal form, the yogis as the absolute truth, 
and the Vrishnis as their supreme worshipable deity. 

In this example, the various devotees perceived 
Krishna in different ways due to their respective 
rasa, mellow of devotion, in relation to him. 
Another example is given by Srila Jiva Goswami in 
the Bhakti-rasdmrta-sesah as follows: 

priya iti gopa-vadhubhih 
sisur iti vrddhair adhlsa iti devaih 
purusottama iti bhaktair 
brahmety upanisadbhir ucyate krsnah 

The gopls see Krishna as their beloved, the elders 
see him as an infant, the demigods see him as their 
Lord, the devotees see him as the best amongst 
all men, and the Upanishads describe him as the 
impersonal Brahman. 

These are two examples of the first type of ullekha. 
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Srila Jiva Goswami also gives an example of the 
second type of ullekha as follows: gurur vacasi prthur asi 
arjunoyasasi — “You are like Guru Brihaspati when it 
comes to speaking, and you are like Prithu Maharaja 
and like Arjuna in terms of fame.” 

Here, a single perceiver is praising someone in two 
different ways at the same time due to focusing on 
two of that person’s attributes. 

Another example of the second type of ullekha is 
found in the Kavya-prakasah (7 th Ullasa ) of Mammata. 
A verse quoted by him describes the varieties of 
perceptions experienced by Parvati Devi on seeing 
various features of Lord Shiva: 

sa-vrida dayitanane sa-karuna matanga-carmambare 
sa-trasa bhujage sa-vismaya-rasa candre mrta-syandini 
sersyajahnu-sutavalokana-vidhau dim kapalodare 
parvatya nava-sangama-pranayini drstih sivayastu vah 

On seeing her beloved’s face, she would become 
bashful; on seeing the elephant skin that he was 
wearing, she would become full of compassion; on 
seeing the snakes around him, she would experience 
distress; on seeing the moon on his head showering 
nectar, she would become full of amazement; on 
seeing Ganga (another woman) sitting on his head, 
she would become jealous, and on seeing the empty 
skull-bowls around him, she would feel miserable. 
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May that sight of Parvati Devi manifesting so many 
emotions during her first intimate association [with 
Shiva] bring auspiciousness to you all. 

Yet another example of the second type of ullekha 
is quoted by Srila Baladeva Vidyabhushan in his 
Sahitya-kaumudi as follows: 

dnamrdm asita-bhruvor upacitam aksina-paksmankuresv 
alolam anuraginor nayanayor ardram mrdaujalpite 
atamram adharamrte mada-kalam amlana-vamsi-svanesv 
asaste mama locanam vraja-vidhor murtimjagan-mohinm 

My eyes feel eager to behold the beautiful form of 
Vraja’s moon, Krishna, which enchants the universe. 
This form is decorated with slightly curved black 
eyebrows, beautifully raised eyelashes, and eyes that 
are restless due to deep attachment for his beloveds. 
His beauty is wet with the sweet nectar of his talks, 
his lips slightly reddened by that nectar flow, and 
his beautiful form exhibits an intoxicated nature by 
swaying in the loud notes of his flute, it 
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Serving in Sri Vrindavan 

Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 
Vrndavana-mahimamrtam (7.32) 

hasam bhartsana-tadanadisu sada kurvan visadam nahi 
grasasyapy anupasthitau vyavaharan loke ’ timugdharbha-vat 
naiskincanya-maha-dhano nija-gunan asthapayan karhicit 
sarvams cid-vapuso naman pranayatah sevasva vrndavane 

Accepting all verbal and physical chastisement 
without becoming despondent, never lamenting 
if food is not available, behaving in the world like 
a foolish child, considering voluntary poverty 
to be the highest wealth in life, never exhibiting 
ones qualities, and lovingly paying respects to all 
spiritual entities — this is the way to perform service 
in Sri Vrindavan. it 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.net) 
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In Every Center 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Regarding the number of ashrams, our temples 
are already listed above. The deities worshiped in 
the temples are Jagannath Swami with Balaram and 
Subhadra, and Radha Krishna. When we first start 
a temple we start with Jagannath Swami. My guru 
maharaja recommended temples of Jagannath in 
these countries, so I was inspired to establish first of 
all Jagannath Swami because he is kind even to the 
mlecchas. Then, when there is opportunity, I establish 
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Radha Krishna murtis. So generally in all our temples, 
Jagannath Swami and Lord Chaitanya sankirtana pictures 
are invariably there, and gradually we are installing 
Radha Krishna murtis in each and every center. It 

— Letter to Hanuman Prasad Poddar, 5 February 1970. 

Abode of Crying 

Sri Srimad Goar Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Navadvfpa-lfla is vipralambha. Mahaprabhu is crying. 
Therefore Mahaprabhu went to Purushottam Kshetra, 
which is vipralambha-ksetra y the place of crying. There, 
Krishna in the form of Jagannath is crying for Radha, 
and Krishna in the form of Mahaprabhu is crying for 
Krishna. Both are crying. It is vipralambha-ksetra. But 
Vrajabhumi is sambhoga-ksetra. There is no crying, 
only union. Rupa Goswami has written about prema- 
vaicittya. Although union is there, still, for a short 
time Radha and Krishna are feeling separation — two 
opposites. This is prema-vaicittya. it 

— Mathura Meets Vrindavan , p. 229. Lecture, New Vrindavan, 29 May 1995. 

Lord Jagannath’s Return Ratha-yatra 

Part One: The Common Understanding in Odisha 

Many devotees ask how they should understand 
the Bahudha-Ratha , the Return Ratha-yatra of Lord 
Jagannath (referred to as Ulta-Ratha in Bengal). If, as 
Gaudfya Vaisnavas state, we consider the Gundica-yatra , 
the Ratha-yatra,, to represent the residents of Vrindavan 
taking Krishna home from Kurukshetra, how, then, 
to perceive the return Ratha-yatra ? Is it a festival 
celebrating taking Krishna away from Vrindavan? 
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British painting of Jagannath Ratha-yatra in the 1700s 


There are two answers that can be offered to 
this question. To understand them, one first needs 
to consider something about the nature of Sri 
Jagannath Puri Dham. In his book, The Embankment 
of Separation (chapter 7), Srila Prabhupada’s Odia 
disciple Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami describes 
Lord Jagannath as aisvarya-madhurya-yugala-milana , 
the combination of opulence and sweetness. Srila 
Sanatan Goswami says in his Brhad-Bhagavatamrta 
(2.5.212) that Jagannath Puri Dham also contains 
a combination of seeming opposites, including 
opulence and sweetness: 

sr\-krsna-devada priyam tat 
ksetramyatha sri-mathura tathaiva 
tat-paramaisvarya-bhara-prakasa- 
lokanusari-vyavahara-ramyam 

Just as his abode of Mathura-Vrindavan is eternally 
dear to Sri Krishna, so, too, is his abode of Purushottam 
Kshetra, Jagannath Puri. In Puri, Krishna displays 
supreme opulence, while at the same time he presents 
pastimes that are full of sweetness. 

This may strike our learned readers as confusing, for 
in terms of siddhanta there is a vast difference between 
the qualities of aisvarya , opulence, and madhurya, 
sweetness. When jhana and aisvarya,, knowledge of the 


Lord’s opulence and position, are present, then rati- 
sahkucita , love is shrunken. Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj 
Goswami has described (Cc madhya 19.194): 

aisvarya-jnana-pradhanye sahkucita prxti 
dekhiya namane aisvarya—kevodar a riti 

When opulence is prominent, love of Godhead is 
shrunken. According to kevala devotion, however, 
even though the devotee sees the unlimited potency 
of Krishna, he considers himself equal to Krishna. 

How, then, do we comprehend Jagannath Puri 
and the return Ratha-yatra ? 

A few years ago we wrote an article in our printed 
Sri Krishna Kathamrita journal (issue 13) entitled 
“Only Hindus Allowed” that addressed the subject 
of why Jagannath doesn’t allow foreign devotees 
inside of his temple. In the course of discussing that 
topic from various angles, another topic came up 
which is very central to the return Ratha-yatra — the 
marriage of Lakshmi and Jagannath. 

The Gundicha temple is said to be the place where 
Lordjagannath was originally carved by Visvakarma 
and where he was initially installed by Lord Brahma. 
Hence, Gundicha represents the sweet home of 
Krishna’s Vrindavan. 
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What many devotees do not know is that the events 
leading up to the Ratha-yatra actually begin many days 
before the Ratha-yatra day. On the Sukla Ekadasi day of the 
month of Jyaistha (May-June), better known to devotees 
as Pandava-nirjala Ekadasi , the festival of Rukmini-harana 
or Rukmini-vivaha takes place inside the Jagannath 
temple. At that time the priests ceremoniously marry 
Goddess Lakshmi with Lord Jagannath. 

It is a romantic festival, part of which includes the 
ceremonial tying together of the cloths of Jagannath 
and Lakshmi. Four days later is the day known as 
Snana-Purnima wherein Lord Jagannath has a public 
bathing festival called Snana-yatra. Snana-Purnima 
is considered to be the day that the deity of Lord 
Jagannath was first installed by Lord Brahma. 

According to the local tradition, after his public bath 
with hundreds of pots of water and other substances it is 
considered that Lord Jagannath falls sick. He then goes 
into seclusion to regain his health. This time is called, 
anavasara. During this period the newly-wedded Lakshmi 
acts as the ideal wife, and for the next fifteen days she 
doesn’t sleep but only nurses her beloved husband. 

After fifteen days without rest, Lakshmi eventually 
falls asleep. (You can’t blame her!) At that time her 
newly-married husband quietly unties the knot in 
their cloth and leaves to go to see his girlfriends, 
Radharani and the vraja-gopis. We call that Ratha-yatra. 

Lakshmi Devi wakes up a few days later to find her 
husband gone. When she inquires where he is Jagannath’s 
servant nervously explains that he went to see his 
girlfriends. Hearing this, Lakshmi leaves the altar and 
goes to stay in the storage room of the Jagannath temple. 
She refuses to take bath or eat any opulent food, and dines 
like poor Odia people on simple village rice and spinach. 

In Odisha there is a sthala-purana known as the 
Vamadev-samhita. This book describes many aspects of 
the worship and activities of Lord Jagannath and is one 
of the main texts followed by the priests in the Jagannath 
Mandir. Chapter sixteen therein offers many details of 
the Ratha-yatra (for a more elaborate exposition of the 
contents, interested readers can see our article in Sri 
Krishna Kathamrita issue 13). It states that after a few days 
Lakshmi Devi goes to ask advice from Goddess Bimala 
inside of the temple. To paraphrase things, she basically 
tells Bimala, “This is not right! I’m a newly wedded wife! 
Why did my husband leave me? I was being so good and 
was taking care of him. And he took Subhadra with him! 
At least he could have taken me!” 
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Bimala Devi offers some womanly advice, saying 
something to the effect of, “Yes, I understand. All men 
are like this.” Bimala then offers some magic churna y 
powder, to Lakshmi, which she says will “help restore 
your husband’s intelligence”. 

The following morning, on the fifth day of Jagannath’s 
departure, Lakshmi wakes up in a sulky mood. She finally 
has a bath and puts on ornaments. Then, collecting 
some of her associates (traditionally represented by 
the deva-dasis) y she is carried on a palanquin to the 
Gundicha Mandir to see her newly-wedded husband. 
This festival is known as Hera-pahcami. Herd means 
“to behold” while pancami means “the fifth day”. The 
festival is also sometimes called, Laksmi-vijayotsava y or 
“the victory celebration of Lakshmi”. 

Angry and jealous, Lakshmi Devi is in the mood of 
an adhird-ndyika, a restless, aggrieved heroine. By 
the time she arrives at the Gundicha Mandir, Lord 
Jagannath is already inside with his brother and 
sister. Lakshmi and her girl friends then harass the 
pandas outside who are taking care of Jagannath’s 
cart and they break part of the cart. 

In her angry mood, Lakshmi then goes into the temple 
to see her husband. She does not speak tojagannath, but 
merely comes before him and bows her head. Then she 
blows the magic powder at the Lord that she received 
from Bimala Devi. Finally, still without speaking, her 
and her girlfriends depart from the temple. 

She tells some of the servants of Lord Jagannath, “Tell 
your master that his wife has returned to their palace.” 

Perhaps this makes LordJagannath transcendentally 
nervous, as two days later he decides to return to the 
Jagannath Mandir to see Lakshmi. While Jagannath 
is returning, the king of Puri performs an important 
function and goes to see Lakshmi Devi. This 
ceremony is called Laksmi Narayana Bhet y meeting 
of Lakshmi and Narayan, and the king acts as a kind 
of go-between marriage counselor. 

He shows Lakshmi that her husband has returned, 
“See his cart!” And tells her that he loves her and she 
should forgive him. Jagannath then, traditionally, but 
not followed any more, sends an elephant for Lakshmi 
to ride on to come to see him. 

Still in a sulky mood, Lakshmi refuses, and when 
Jagannath requests her a second time she finally comes 
out of the temple, surrounded by her girlfriends, on a 
palanquin (not by the elephant sent by her husband). 

0 
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She goes to Jagannath’s cart, circumambulates her 
husband, and then quietly goes back inside of the 
temple. This generally takes place on the tenth day of 
the bright fortnight of the month of Asadha. 

Jagannath wears a special dress the next day 
known as suna-vesa. That day is known in Odisha 
as Bahudha Ekadasi , the “return Ekadasi 11 . Having 
returned to the Sri Mandir, Lord Jagannath wants 
to pacify his sulky, newly-wedded wife. Some say 
that it is for this purpose that on the evening of 
Bahudha Ekadasi he wears the suna-vesa , golden 
dress. This most opulent of all Jagannath’s dresses 
consists of solid gold hands and feet, and many, 
many gold necklaces, earrings and various gold 
ornaments. It’s said that on this day, between the 
three deities, they are wearing more than one 
ton of gold — an appropriate dress to pacify the 
goddess of fortune and assure her that he has left 
his girlfriends and the simple village of Vrindavan. 

The following day, the deities go back inside of the 
Sri Mandir. First Balaram and Subhadra return to 
their places on the altar. However, when Jagannath is 
about to get down from his cart to go inside, Lakshmi’s 
maidservants slam the Lion Gate shut and bar 
Jagannath’s entry. Following this there is a dialogue 
carried out in the form of Sanskrit songs between 
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Jagannath Baladev and Subhadra 


a representative of Jagannath and a representative 
of Lakshmi. Jagannath’s spokesperson goes to the 
gate and loudly proclaims something to the effect of, 
“Jagannath loves his wife Lakshmi very much. He feels 
very bad and is begging for her forgiveness.” 

Many things take place after this, which would 
make our article unnecessarily long. Suffice it to 
say that after many sweet words (and gifts!) from 
Jagannath, Lakshmi finally relents and allows her 
husband back inside, (it’s not only foreign devotees 
who are barred entry into the temple!) 

Jagannath’s triumphant return to the Sri Mandir 
is called the Niladri Vijaya and commemorates the 
day that he was first installed in the temple by Lord 
Brahma. Once he has returned inside the temple 
there is another final ceremony wherein they again 
tie together Lakshmi’s and Jagannath’s cloth. 

The couple is finally reunited. 

This is a brief description of the common 
understanding in Odisha of the return Ratha-yatra. 
With the blessings of Hari, guru and the Vaisnavas 
we intend to present something in part two of 
this series about the Gaudiya understanding of the 
return Ratha-yatra. r Hf [To be continued.] 



Unknown artist. From an old Bengali almanac 
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Darshan of Jagannath at Ratha-yatra 

His Divine Grace 

A . C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Devotee: Prabhupada, can you explain a little more 
about Ratha-yatra. Anyone who takes part in Ratha- 
yatra , are they liberated? 

Prabhupada: Certainly. 

Devotee: Does that mean they will not take birth again? 

Prabhupada: Yes, provided they take it seriously. 
Otherwise, if they keep their mentality differently, then 
according to their mind they have to get a body. But 
just like so many boys, they come here in the beginning 
out of curiosity, but gradually they get the chance of 
becoming devotees. Similarly, if they take the chance 
then they will be liberated. They come out of curiosity, 
but if they take it seriously, then they will be liberated. 
Just like the hospital is meant for curing disease. So one 
should take the treatment. If one simply goes and visits 
the hospital thinking, “Now I am cured,” how will it be 
done? Suppose if I advertise that, “Anyone who simply 
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visits this hospital will be cured of disease.” If someone 
thinks, “I have come here and now I am going,” then how 
will they be cured? If one sees Jagannath on the Ratha- 
yatra, their way for liberation is open, but if they come 
back again and entangle themselves, then? One goes to 
the doctor. He gives an injection and the disease is cured. 
But if he again comes back and does the same thing so 
that he develops this disease again, then whose fault is 
it? This is called hasti-snana. The elephant takes bath very 
nicely but then as soon as it comes on the bank of the river 
or the lake he takes dust and throws it all over his body 
again. If we do that, then we shall always remain dirty. 

It is a fact that by seeingjagannath one becomes mukta , 
liberated. But if he again comes to may a, then who can 
check him? Just like you are all on the path of liberation, 
but if you again come back to may a, then where is your 
liberation? If someone comes here and sees that their 
path for liberation is open, then they should protect 
themselves. Just a like disease. The fever is subsided, now 
one should be careful not to relapse the fever.... Not that, 
“Now I have seenjagannath. My liberation is guaranteed. 
Now I can do anything I want.” This mentality will not 
give you liberation. You have seenjagannath and your 
sinful activities are neutralized. Now don’t commit 
them again! Now make progress! Then your liberation is 
guaranteed, namno baladyasya hipapa buddhih —at every 
initiation ceremony we teach that even once chanting 
Hare Krishna is sufficient to make us pure from all 
sinful activities. But if we commit sin again in the hope 
that, “Because I am chanting, this will be neutralized”, 
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that is the greatest sin. So on one side you should 
always chant Hare Krishna mantra so that you may not 
fall down, and on the other side you should be careful: 
“Now no illicit sex life, no intoxication, no meat- 
eating .” In this way, if you carefully make progress, 
then your liberation is guaranteed. HP 

— From a lecture in Los Angeles. 1 July 1971. 

Duties at Kurukshetra 
During a Solar Eclipse 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Let me briefly tell you about the duties of Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas during a solar eclipse. 

It is a custom to take a holy bath at Brahma 
Sarovara during a solar eclipse. Krishna went there 
from Dwarka on a chariot with Balaram. On the 
pretext of taking a holy bath, the vrajavasis also went 
there on that occasion. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas who 
attempt to arrange a meeting of Radha and Govinda 
should make a special endeavor so as to make the 
event a grand success. 

Following the example of Kurukshetra, Lord Krishna 
in his second appearance as Sri Gaurasundara revealed 
the gopis mood of separation by singing appropriate 
songs before Lord Jagannath. The arrangement for 
taking a holy bath, etc., during a solar eclipse is meant 
for washing off the karmis’ sinful reactions and to 
give them the opportunity of chanting the Lord’s holy 
names on that most auspicious occasion. 

The jnanis try to use this opportunity to strengthen 
their objective of being merged into the Absolute Truth. 
But although the gopis 7 raptness appears similar to that of 
thejnanis, they remain separate despite being apparently 
merged into Krishna. By understanding this particular 
pastime, the jnanis may give up their theory of oneness 
with God and their sentimental mood. Thus, all three 
classes of people should go there for the eclipse. 10 

— From a letter dated 17 October 1928. From Patramrta, Nectar from 
Letters. Translated from Bengali by Bhumipati Das. Produced and 
Published by Isvara Das. Touchstone Media. 2012. Page 37. 

The Forms of 

Jagannath, Baladev, Subhadra 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

What are the characteristics of Sri Jagannath, Sri 
Baladev, and Sri Subhadra? 

Jagannatha, the emblem of God, has no other form 
than eyes and hands, which show that God sees, knows, 


and creates. Balaram is the source ofjiva-sakti, Subhadra 
is mdya-sakti, and Sudarshan is the energy of will, ' it 

— From “The Temple of Jagannatha at Purl”. Excerpts printed in Sri 
Bhaktivinoda Vani Vaibhava. Compiled by and with questions from Sri 
Sundarananda Vidyavinode. Translated from Bengali by Bhumipati Das. 
Produced and published by Isvara Das. Touchstone Media. 2002. Page 128. 



Lord Jagannath’s Return Ratha-yatra 

Part Two: The Gaudiya Understanding 

In part one of this presentation, we addressed 
a question that many devotees have: “How are 
we to understand the return Ratha-yatra in 
Jagannath Puri?” Therein we described the common 
understanding in Odisha, which is that Jagannath 
has to return to his newly-married wife Lakshmi. 

However, considering that Gaudiya Vaisnavas deem 
the Ratha-yatra to represent the ecstatic emotions of 
the residents of Vrindavan taking Krishna home from 
Kurukshetra, there is also a sweet and more internal 
understanding of the return Ratha-yatra. 

We will also address a second important question 
in this final instalment: “Did Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu take part in the return Ratha-yatra , 
and if so, how did he participate?” 

It might be helpful if we first contemplate something 
about the profound mood and emotions experienced 
by the vrajavasis at Kurukshetra. They were going 
through a whirlpool of conflicting ecstatic feelings. On 
one hand there was the sweet bliss of finally meeting 
with Krishna again after such a long time — a meeting 
that they had not been sure was ever going to happen. 
At the same time there was some sulkiness, especially 
amongst the vraja-gopis: “You left us! You promised 
you would return but you didn’t!” 

Although they were experiencing the highest 
happiness of again meeting with their beloved Krishna, 
they also couldn’t forget the fact that he had left them. 









Sri Sdrismct S\cdkaMritci r BineU 


Vsskc S~OHr Siundred r Vws, r P(^e — 3 



Krishna leaving Vrindavan 


Other emotions they were poignantly 
experiencing included the fact that although 
they were so very, very happy to be reunited with 
Krishna, they were unhappy with the opulent, regal 
atmosphere present there at Kurukshetra. 

They wanted him to come home to Vrindavan. 

Aside from this, there was yet another conflicting 
feeling churning the waves of their ocean-like hearts: 
They were painfully aware that Krishna would soon leave 
them again to return to Dwarka. And after that departure 
they didn’t know if they would ever see him again. 

The atmosphere in Jagannath Puri is a kind of 
emotional mirror of the mood at Kurukshetra when 
Krishna met the vrajavasis there. 

These seemingly opposite emotions work together. 
Thus, Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Maharaja described 
that the two opposites, union and separation, exist 
simultaneously in one container — Puri — where 
the atmosphere is the inconceivable aisvarya- 
mddhurya-yugala-milana , a simultaneous combination 
of opulence and sweetness. As the vrajavasis 
experienced when they visited Kurukshetra, there 
are the feelings of union in Puri. Having darsana of 
Jagannath Krishna provided unlimited pleasure for 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Yet at the same time in 


Jagannath Puri, as it was for the gopis in Kurukshetra, 
there are also the pangs of imminent separation. 

So then what about our above question: “Did 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu take part in Lord 



Mahaprabhu dances at Ratha-yatra 
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Jagannath Mandir in Puri in the 1890s 

Jagannath’s Bahudha, Return Ratha-yatra, and if 
so, what was his mood?” 

Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami describes in Sri 
Caitanya-caritamrta (madhya 15.16), that during the 
four month period of cdturmasya y the associates of 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu took part in all of the 
festivals of Lord Jagannath in Puri. When I first came 
across that statement I remember thinking to myself, 
“ALL of the festivals? And if so, then what about the 
return Ratha-yatra ?” 

Moreover, after contemplating further on the 
matter, it seemed obvious to me that the devotees 
of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu never would have 
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attended the return Ratha-yatra if Mahaprabhu didn’t 
observe it. Kaviraj Goswami says that those devotees 
were more attached to his association than even 
having darsana of Lord Jagannath. So it seemed to me 
that Mahaprabhu must have attended the festival. 

If so, what was Mahaprabhu’s mood at that 
time? Can we accept that he was helping to 
take Krishna away from the Vrindavan-like 
Gundicha temple to return him to the Dwarka- 
like atmosphere of the Sri Mandir? 

With these thoughts in mind, I began further 
research on the subject. As part of that research, 
I inquired from many sadhus and learned persons 
in Puri, including the King of Puri and many of the 
mahantSy spiritual leaders, of various groups there. 

Basically, the reply I got was, “No. He didn’t observe 
that festival.” 

Srila Murari Gupta was one of the personal 
associates of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in Nabadwip. 
He wrote, in Sanskrit, one of the first biographies 
of Lord Chaitanya, entitled, Sri Krsna-caitanya- 
caritamrtam. Therein he speaks about Mahaprabhu’s 
attendance at the return Ratha-yatra. He elaborates 
slightly on it, saying, gaura-candro ratham anugata — 
“Moonlike Gauranga followed *behind* the cart of 
Lord Jagannath.” (4.21.2) 

Finally I had an answer that I found satisfying! In the 
same way that Radharani and the gopls followed behind 
the chariot of Akrura when he was taking Krishna away 
from Vrindavan, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu followed 
behind the cart of Lord Jagannath in Puri when he 
was leaving the Vrindavan-like Gundicha Mandir. 
Neither the gopls nor Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu pulled 
the Lord’s cart to Mathura or to the Puri Sri Mandir. 
Rather, they were following behind (anugata); crying 
and pleading, “Don’t go! Don’t go!” 

Jagannath Puri Dham has many names. It is called 
Purushottam Kshetra (the place of the Supreme 
Person), Sri Kshetra (the place of Lakshmi Devi), Anna 
Kshetra (the place of prasadam rice), and Durlabha 
Kshetra (a difficult place to enter). Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati also addressed it as Vipralambha Kshetra, the 
place of separation. Yet another name is Gupta Dham, 
a hidden, mysterious place. I hope from this humble 
presentation that the vaisnavas may have a deeper 
understanding of this festival and this very deep, 
mysterious abode of separation. f i$ 




















W S n ^Krishna FKcdkctmriici 


tava kathdmrtam tapta-jlvanam 

Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 


Issue No. 403 Sri Say ana Ekadasi 


4 July 2017 Circulation 8,957 



• Krishna’s Reciprocation 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

• Genuine Kirtan 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

• The Name is Not Mere Syllables 

Srila Jagadananda Pandit 

• Krishna Kirtan, Not Maya Kirtan 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

• Who is Senior? 

Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya 




Krishna’s Reciprocation 


His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

As the devotee always thinks of Krishna, similarly, 
Krishna always thinks of the devotee. Krishna thinks 
more about the devotee than the devotee thinks 
of him. That is the reciprocation. If you think of 
Krishna twenty-four hours, Krishna will think of 
you twenty-six hours! Krishna is so kind! If you do 
some service for Krishna, Krishna will reward you 
a hundred times. Still, people do not want. They 
think, “What I shall benefit by serving Krishna? Let 
me serve my dog.” This is the misunderstanding. Our 
attempt is to awaken the dormant love of Krishna. 
Everyone has got love — the stock of love is there — 
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but it is being misused. They do not know where to 
place that love and therefore they are frustrated. 

Our Krishna consciousness movement is simply 
meant to educate people that, “You are loving. You are 
mad after finding an appropriate lover who can love 
you. But you cannot find that in this material world. You 
will only find it when you love Krishna.” That is Krishna 
consciousness. It is nothing superfluous or concocted. 
Everyone can understand that “I want to love!” But 
they are finding frustration because they don’t love 
Krishna. Only if you turn your loving spirit to Krishna 
will you be fully satisfied. You are trying to get peace of 
mind, to have full satisfaction. That full satisfaction can 
be achieved only when you learn how to love Krishna. 
This is the secret. Otherwise you cannot. 

— From a lecture, 8 April 1973, New York. 

Genuine Kirtan 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

This chanting should be about Krishna and for Krishna. 
Whatever we do to enjoy our senses is not “Krishna”, 
and chanting to satisfy the senses of conditioned souls 
is not krsna-kirtana. If we mistake may as kfrtana for krsna- 
klrtana — a seashell for silver, an ordinary sound for the 
holy name — then we have certainly been deceived. The 
difference between the mundane name and Krishna’s 
name: The sound krsna y the name “Krishna,” and the 
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letters that spell krsna are directly Lord Krishna himself. 
bahubhir militva yat kirtanam tad eva sahkirtanam — 
Chanting done with many people is called sahkirtana. 
One shouldn’t think, though, that “rat’s kirtana 11 is krsna- 
kirtana. Unlike “rat’s kirtana 11 krsna-kirtana is not meant to 
increase the singers’ bile. It is not man-made kirtana , and 
it is not meant to facilitate material sense gratification, 
or to cure cholera, or to pray for insignificant liberation. 

If we perform genuine krsna-kirtana then our 
performance will be free of the evil mentality of the 
impersonalists. If we perform true krsna-kirtana then 
even people who are fully absorbed in and bewildered 
by material enjoyment can attain the actual perfection of 
life. King Prataparudra is the prime example of this. Pure 
krsna-kirtana will give liberation even to the attending 
trees, stones, animals, birds, men, women, and anyone 
else. The trees, creepers, animals, and birds ofjharikhand 
are the prime example of this. It’s only because people 
are not performing pure krsna-kirtana that the living 
beings are not becoming liberated. Gaurasundara came 
to this world to benefit all living beings, including the 
trees, animals, and birds, as well as the human beings. V 

— Vaktrtavali (Garland of Divine Discourses) by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada. Compiled by Sri Sundarananda 
Vidyavinode. Translated by Bhumipati Das. Produced and published 
by Isvara Das. Page 233. 

The Name is Not Mere Syllables 

Srila Jagadananda Pandit’s 
Sri Prema-vivarta, chapter 7 

asadhu-sangete bhai nama nahi hay a 
namaksara bahiraya bate nama kabhu nay a 

0 brother, the holy name is not present in the 
association of asadhus, wicked persons. The external 
syllables of the name are not really the holy name, (l) 

kabhu namabhasa sada hay a nama aparadha 
e sabajanibe bhai krsna-bhaktira badha 

This kind of chanting is namabhasa, a reflection 
of chanting; it is always mixed with offenses to 
the holy name. You should know these things, my 
brother. Such chanting is not compatible with pure 
devotion to Krishna. (2) 

yadi karibe krsna-nama sadhu-sanga kara 
bhukti-mukti-siddhi-vancha dure parihara 

If you want to chant Krishna’s holy name then seek 
out the association of pure devotees. Reject all desires for 
sense enjoyment, liberation and mystic perfections. (3) 


r d\ 

dasa-aparadha tyaja mana-apamana 
anasaktye visaya bhuhja ara laha krsna-nama 

Avoid the ten offenses against the holy name of 
the Lord and become free from the dualities of honor 
and dishonor. Accept sense gratification as much as 
needed to maintain the body without attachment to 
it, and constantly chant the name of Krishna. (4) If 
Bibliography 

— Bengali transliteration from Gaudiya Grantha Mandir: http:// 
granthamandira.org 

— Jagadananda Pandit. Sri Sri Prema-vivarta. Sri Chaitanya Gaudiya 
Math. Calcutta. 1984. Bengali. 


— Jagadananda Pandit. Sri Sri Prema-vivarta. English translation by 
Sri Sarvabhavan Publications. Bombay. 1991. 



Krishna Kirtan, Not Maya Kirtan 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Mahaprabhu has come to shower his mercy on 
one and all — not only human beings, but also birds, 
beasts, reptiles and stones. This is krsna-kirtana. If 
you do real krsna-kirtana the whole world will be 
delivered. All inauspiciousness will be driven out. 
All auspiciousness will come. But it should be real 
krsna-kirtana. Not maya-kirtana. anyabhilasita-sunyam 
jnana-karmady-anavrtam — One should join the krsna- 
kirtana and not have any other desire. 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

na dhanarh najanam na sundarim 
kavitam vajagad-isa kdmaye 
mamajanmanijanmanisvare 
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi 

0 Lord of the universe, I do not desire material wealth, 
materialistic followers, a beautiful wife or fruitive 
activities described in flowery language. All I want, 
life after life, is unmotivated devotional service to you. 

This is Mahaprabhu’s teaching. Don’t desire material 
wealth, material followers, or getting a beautiful lady 
to enjoy. Don’t chase the desire of liberation. Material 
enjoyment and material liberation are two witches. Get 
out of the clutches of these two witches! If you want to 
join gaura-kirtana, krsna-kirtana, give up all these desires. 

If you are doing klrtana to fulfill these desires then 
that is not krsna-kirtana. It is maya-kirtana. If we think 
maya-kirtana is krsna-kirtana then we commit errors. 
We blunder. In such a case, the name is not coming out. 
Only the words found in the dictionary are coming out. 
In the dictionary you find that “Krishna” means black. 
The word Krishna as found in the dictionary is coming 
out, but the holy name is not coming. The holy name 
is not different from Krishna. If you think that Krishna, 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is available in the 
dictionary as a word, then you commit a mistake. You 
will be cheated. The holy name of Krishna and Krishna’s 
form are non-different. if 

— Lecture, Bhubaneswar, 18 March 1994. 

(Mr 


prema-nama-sanklrtana 

Who is Senior? 

Adapted from Chapter 18 of 
Hari-hhakti-sudhodaya 

Once, on the sacred banks of the Ganga, an assembly 
of great sages took place. The gathering was headed 
by the honorable Vasistha and included many other 
great sages and saints. In that body of exalted sadhus, 
discussions took place on many topics, including 
the topic of who is dear to Vishnu. There was some 
controversy in the group as there were many different 
understandings amongst the noble souls present. 

The great Markandeya Rishi, who was seven kalpas 
old (twenty-seven million, two hundred and fifty-one 
thousand years old) arrived there. Understanding 
that he could answer their questions, all of the rishis 
welcomed him with respectful obeisances and offered 
him a comfortable seat. By his spiritual prowess, 
Markandeya could understand the hearts of the rishis 
there. Markandeya noticed in that sagacious assembly 
was Parashar, the son of Vasistha Muni. Parashar was a 
child of seven years of age and was sitting on the lap of 
his father. Although a young boy, Parashar was steadfast 
in devotion to Lord Vishnu, whom he never forgot even 
for a moment. As soon as Markandeya saw Parashar, 
immediately, with great reverence, he offered his 
obeisances to the child. The sages present were surprised 
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to see Markandeya offering more respect to that little 
boy than to all of the senior exalted persons present. 

Seeing Markandeya’s behavior, the small child 
Parashar felt very unhappy and quickly fell down 
with great reverence. Markandeya lifted him up 
and said, “You are older than all of us, therefore we 
worship you.” That little boy said, “What is this? I 
am a mere seven years old whereas you are seven 
kalpas old. How am I older?” 

Markandeya smiled and spoke to the assembled saints: 

markandeyo ’tha vihasan praha madhye tapasvinam 
dyuso gananam naivam brahmams tac chrnu tattvatah 

yavanto hi ksanajata hari-smrtyaiva dehinam 
eki-krtyaiva tan eva gananam karyam ayusah 

“How do we calculate the span of one’s life? 0 rishis, I 
will explain the truth of the matter. All living entities 
are born with material bodies [that grow old]. The 
time that one spends remembering Lord Hari should 
be calculated as the actual span of life. (19-20) 

“Just as one can only know how much grain is present 
by blowing away the outer useless husks, similarly, wise 
persons do not count the time of one’s life that is spent 
devoid of remembering Vishnu. [Speaking to Parashar:] 
Since you do not spend even a moment without thinking 
of the Lord, by that estimation you are far advanced in 
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your age and are an object of worship for all of us. As 
a group we are so lacking in worship of Lord Hari that 
if the accumulated age of all of us present here were 
calculated it would not even come to five years. 

“The time spent for attaining spiritual good in life 
is the only time worth living. If one simply leads a 
life pursuing gross material enjoyment, how can 
they be considered better than a beast? 

bhojana-mehana-maithuna-nidrah 
krodhana-socana-mohana-lilah 
jantusu kesu na santi na vastu 
snsa-padarcanayadhika uktah 

“All living entities indulge in eating, sex life, and 
sleeping. They all experience anger, sorrow, and 
delusion. These are common factors for every living 
entity that takes birth, whereas human beings alone 
are given the rare opportunity to contemplate the 
lotus feet of the Supreme Lord Narayan. (25) 

samasta-sreyasam mulam hitvorukrama-sevanam 
vartamanam naram vakturhjlvatlti na saknumah 

“Such a person is considered superior to all other living 
entities. To have steadfast devotion at the lotus feet of 
Sri Narayan is only the source of all auspiciousness. 
Wise persons don’t consider a person who is devoid 
of devotion to Lord Narayan as living. (26) 

darum kim na calaty ahgam kim na svasiti bhastrika 
kim svid vina na vadati sahjivatvam na tavata 

“Do the limbs of a dead tree not move [in the wind]? 
Do the blacksmith’s bellows not breathe? Does a vina 
not make melodious music? Simply by exhibiting these 
qualities, they should not be considered as living. (27) 

balo bhagavatah srestho vrthoccais cira-jivy api 
netarorbhyeti tulasxm sumahan api vrksakah 

“A child who has steadfast devotion to the Lord is senior to 
an old man whose life has been devoid of devotion. Which 
is greater, a small tulasi plant or a mighty tree?” (28) V 

Bibliography 

— Sri Hari Bhakti Sudhodaya and Sri Narada Bhakti Sutras. English translation 
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Reading Works of the 
Previous Acaryas 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Within the past five hundred years, many erudite 
scholars and acaryas like Jiva Goswami, Sanatan 
Goswami, Vishwanath Chakravarti, Vallabhacharya, 
and many other distinguished scholars even after the 
time of Lord Chaitanya made elaborate commentaries 
on the Bhagavatam, and the serious student would do 
well to attempt to go through them to better relish 
the transcendental messages. (Purport to Bhag. 1.1.11.) 

A sincere devotee must, therefore, be prepared to 
hear the Vedic literature like the Upanisads, Vedanta 
and other literatures left by previous authorities or 
Goswamis for the benefit of his progress. Without hearing 
such literatures, one cannot make actual progress. 

next column ^ 


And without hearing and following the instructions, 
the show of devotional service becomes worthless 
and therefore a sort of disturbance in the path of 
devotional service. Unless, therefore, devotional service 
is established on the principles of sruti, smrti , purana or 
pahcaratra authorities, the make-show of devotional 
service should at once be rejected. An unauthorized 
devotee should never be recognized as a pure devotee. By 
assimilation of such messages from the Vedic literatures, 
one can see the all-pervading localized aspect of the 
Personality of Godhead within his own self constantly. 
This is called samadhi. (Purport to Bhag. 1.2.12.) 

Those in the most exalted position of devotional 
service and ecstasy can live with Krishna always 
by remembering his pastimes. Srila Viswanath 
Chakravarti Thakur has given us a transcendental 
literary work entitled Krsna-bhavanamrta , which is full 
with Krishna’s pastimes. Exalted devotees can remain 
absorbed in Krishna-thought by reading such books. 
Any book of krsna-llla , even this book, Krsna , or our 
Teachings of Lord Caitanya , is actually solace for devotees 
feeling separation from Krishna. ( Krsna, p. 367.) 

... false devotees think that studying books of 
the previous acaryas is unadvisable, like studying 
dry empiric philosophies. But Srila Jiva Goswami, 
following the previous acaryas , has inculcated the 
conclusions of the scriptures in the six theses called 
the Sat-sandarbhas. False devotees who have very little 
knowledge of such conclusions fail to achieve pure 
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The Pancha-tattva 

devotion for want of zeal in accepting the favorable 
directions for devotional service given by self-realized 
devotees. Such false devotees are like impersonalists, 
who also consider devotional service no better than 
ordinary fruitive actions.” (Purport to Cc. adi 2.117.) 

Sri Sanatan Goswami Prabhu, the teacher of the 
science of devotional service, wrote several books, 
of which the Brhad-bhdgavatamrta is very famous. 
Anyone who wants to know about the subject matter 
of devotees, devotional service and Krishna, must 
read this book. Sanatan Goswami also wrote a special 
commentary on the tenth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam 
known as the Dasama-tippani , which is so excellent 
that by reading it one can understand very deeply 
the pastimes of Krishna in his exchanges of loving 
activities. Another famous book by Sanatan Goswami 
is the Hari-bhakti-vildsa y which states the rules and 
regulations for all divisions of vaisnavas, namely, 
vaisnava householders, vaisnava brahmacdris, vaisnava 
vanaprasthas and vaisnava sannyasls. This book was 
especially written, however, for vaisnava householders. 


d the 64 Mahunts 

... Srila Rupa GosvamI is described as the 
bhakti-rasacarya , or one who knows the essence 
of devotional service. His famous book Bhakti- 
rasamrta-sindhu is the science of devotional service, 
and by reading this book one can understand 
the meaning of devotional service. Another of 
his famous books is the Ujjvala-mlamani. In this 
book he elaborately explains the loving affairs 
and transcendental activities of Lord Krishna and 
Radharani. (Purport to Cc. adi 5.203.) 

Actually going to Vrindavana involves taking 
shelter of the Six Goswamis by reading Bhakti- 
rasamrta-sindhuy Vidagdha-madhava , Lalita-madhava 
and the other books that they have given. In this way 
one can understand the transcendental loving affairs 
between Radha and Krishna. (Purport to Cc. adi. 8.31.) 

SnKrsna-vijaya is a book of poems considered to be 
the first poetry book written in Bengal. ... It is very 
valuable for those who are interested in advancing 
in Krishna consciousness. 
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... The book Sri Krsna-vijaya was highly praised by 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and it is very valuable for 
all vaisnavas. (Purport to Cc. madhya 15.99.) 

Articles written by my Guru Maharaja can be 
published without any hesitation.... (Letter to 
Hayagriva, 7 November 1969.) 

Devotee 1: Srila Prabhupada, I remember once I 
heard a tape where you told us that we should not 
try to read the books of previous deary as. 

Srila Prabhupada: Hmm? 

Devotee 2: That we should not try to read 
Bhaktivinode’s books or earlier books of other, all 
deary as. So I was just wondering... 

Srila Prabhupada: I never said that. 

Devotee 2: You didn’t say that? Oh. 

Srila Prabhupada: How is that? 

Devotee 2:1 thought you said that we should not 
read the previous aedryas books. 

Srila Prabhupada: No, you should read. 

Devotee two: We should. 

Srila Prabhupada: It is misunderstanding. 

Devotee 1: I think maybe he was thinking that 
there were some things about some of the Gaudlya 
Matha books. 

Srila Prabhupada: Maybe. 

Devotee 1: And sometimes you said that better not 
to..., better to read your books. 

Devotee 2: When the devotees went to India this 
year, they said that one of the sannyasis chastised 
them that, “You should never.... If I catch any of you 
buying a Bhaktisiddhanta book from the Gaudlya 
Matha then I will take it away,” something like this. 

Devotee 1: Yeah, the reason was because he didn’t 
want the devotees going to Gaudlya Matha. But 
there’s nothing wrong with the idea of studying the 
previous deary as books. 

Srila Prabhupada: No. Who said? That is wrong. 
We are following previous deary as. I never said that. 

Devotee 1: All of your commentaries are coming 
from the previous deary as. 

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. 

Devotee 3: But that wouldn’t mean that we should 
keep all the previous aedryas 7 books and only read them. 

Srila Prabhupada: That is already there. You first 
of all assimilate what you have got. You simply pile 
up books and do not read — what is the use? 

Devotee 3: First of all we must read all your books. 

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. 

(Morning walk, Perth, Australia, 13 May 1975.) ft 
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Lord Gaura’s Jap a 


The poet Vasudev Ghosh 

(Suha-i-raga) 

ro-i ro-ijape gora krsna-nama-madhu 
amiyajharaye yena vimala vidhu 

Weeping and weeping, Lord Gaura chants japa. He 
tastes the nectar of Krishna’s name, which is like 
nectar dripping from a spotless moon. 

siva vidhi nahi pay ay dr a pade bhaji 
taru-tale baithala saba sang a teji 

Even Shiva and Brahma cannot approach to 
worship his feet. Leaving all companions, he sits 
alone under a tree. 

chadiya sakala sukha bhela asakati 
sata-kumbha kalevara bhava vibhuti 

Shunning all pleasures, he became a materially 
disinterested ascetic. His body of seven cubits is filled 
with a great treasure of ecstatic spiritual love. 

dekhiya sakala loka anuksana kande 
vasudeva ghosa hiya thira nahi bandhe 

Seeing him, everyone continuously weeps. Now 
Vasudev Ghosh’s heart cannot be peaceful, ft 

Bibliography 
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Chaturbhuj Das, the Ideal Son 

From the Bhaktamala of Sri Nabha 

Sri Chaturbhuj Das was the youngest of the seven 
sons of Sri Kumbhanadas. He was an incarnation of 
Sri Vishal, an eternal companion of Sri Nathaji. 

Once, Sri Kumbhanadas said to Lord Sri Nathaji, 
“My Lord, I want to have the association of devotees 
every day because without good association one 
cannot attain love of God.” 

The Lord said, “When you beget a son, he will 
become a great devotee and thus give you the 
opportunity of having good association every day.” 

When it was time for Kumbhanadas’s son to be 
born, the Lord took Kumbhanadas with him and 
entered the house of a vrajavasi to eat butter. Because 
the butter was kept in a pot which was hanging from 
the ceiling, the Lord climbed on Kumbhanadas’s back 
to reach it. When the Lord began taking butter from 
the clay pitcher, his cadara slipped from his body and 
so he manifested two more arms to catch it. Seeing 
the Lord’s four-armed form, Kumbhanadas was very 
pleased. Meanwhile, a gopi came and after opening 
the door, stood speechless while watching this scene. 
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The Lord threw some milk into the face of the 
gopi and as she wiped her face, both the Lord and 
Kumbhanadas run away. 

When the child was finally born, Kumbhanadas 
took him to Sri Vitthalanath Goswami, who named 
him Chaturbhuj Das. Although the child looked like 
an ordinary boy to the people in general, he discussed 
devotional service and transcendental knowledge 
with Kumbhanadas and Sri Nathaji. 

Chaturbhuj Das would play andjoke with Sri Nathaji. 
Once, thinking to make Chaturbhuj Das a wrestler, Sri 
Nathaji took him and entered the house of a Vrajavasi. 
There the Lord enjoyed eating the milk and cream 
which he found. However, a young girl in the house 
thought that they were thieves and loudly screamed. 
Lord Sri Nathaji ran away from that house, but his 
friend, Chaturbhuj Das, was caught and severely beaten. 

Later on, Chaturbhuj Das complained to Sri Nathaji, 
saying, “You ate the cream and I got the beating.” 

Sri Nathaji smilingly replied, “How will you become 
a wrestler without being beaten?” V 

— Translated by Bhumipati Das. Unpublished manuscript. 

Gurudeva is Everything 

Nayananda Thakur’s 
Sri Krsna-rasa-bhakti-kadamba 1.12 

guru gati guru mati guru satya guru pati 
guru bandhu bandhava svajana 
guru pita guru mata guru bhakti patha data 
guru sarva siddhira karana 

Guru is the only goal, guru is the object of thought, 
guru is the eternal truth, guru is the husband and 
protector, guru is the friend and relative. Guru is the 
father, guru is the mother, guru is the giver of the path 
of bhakti and guru is the cause of all perfections. 

— Translated from Sn-m-krma-bhakti-rasa-kadamba. Edited and published 
by Sri Haridas Das. Haribol Kutir. Nabadwip. Gaurabda 463 (1950 AD). 
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Keeping the Body Fit 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


You will be cured very soon, rest assured, but after you 
get out of this diseased condition please keep fit with 
regular habits — at least once a day take your bath and 
timely eat, drink and sleep. Now you are a married man, 
you have got facility for sex life, but also this should be 
regulated. Increased Krishna Consciousness will reduce 
the propensity of sense gratification and too much sense 
gratification is the cause of obtaining material bodies. So 
there may not be bodily disturbance, it is necessary to 
maintain a regulated life and easily prosecute our Krishna 
Consciousness. I shall pray to Krishna for your quick 
recovery. (Letter to Gargamuni, 15 September 1967.) 

Because this body belongs to Krishna and we are using 
it in his service, it should be kept in good working order. 
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A little dal, a little rice, some vegetable, and a few capatis 
is a substantial diet, along with a little fruit and milk. Two 
cups of milk a day is sufficient. The Ayurvedic system of 
eating is to decide how much you can comfortably eat, 
then take half of that amount, filling the remaining half 
one quarter with water and leaving one quarter for air. 
This simple, regulated diet along with strict cleanliness 
will keep one healthy, strong and free from disease. 
(Letter to Koumadaki, 27 March 1972.) 

Regarding your question about maintaining your 
body nicely, I think that if you follow our regulations 
of diet, sufficient sleeping, and keep to the prescribed 
rules of cleanliness, two baths per day (at least one), 
then you will be able to keep yourself in proper 
health. Of course, disease will always be there at 
some time while there is this material body, but this 
we must tolerate and not be very much agitated by 
it. Actually, a vaisnava who knows that he is not this 
body does not therefore neglect his body, but he takes 
very nice care so that he may utilize his body in the 
service of Krishna. Just like while a man may know 
that he is not his car, he does not therefore neglect 
his car but he will take care of it so it will be able to 
render service to him. So we must take sufficient care 
to provide our bodies with its demands. But when 
disease or other necessary inconveniences arrive, 
we do not become disturbed, because such troubles 
are simply temporary manifestations. (Letter to 
Balabhadra, 12 May 1969.) H 
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A Crooked Friend 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

One who is not simple-hearted is duplicitous. He 
has no faith in the words of sadhu , sastra and guru. He 
is finished. He cannot come to this path of devotional 
service. Often we tell a story in this regard of two men in 
Nabadwip who were friends from their very childhood. 
One was a devotee and the other was a non-devotee. 

The devotee thought, “He is my childhood friend, 
but he has no faith in the words of Krishna. He has 
become an atheist. He doesn’t believe in the existence 
of God. He has faith in the words of these materialistic 
scientists, politicians, and all those who speak about 
sense gratification. Thus, he has been suffering. He 
doesn’t associate with sadhus. I must take him to a sadhu. 
If he is given an opportunity to have the association 
of sadhus and if the sadhus cast their merciful glance 
on him, then he will come to the path oikrsna-bhakti. 11 

So he said “0 my friend! On the other side of the 
Ganges there are many sadhus. They are always 
engaged in bhajana. If you are fortunate enough to 
have the association of such pure devotees of Krishna 
for even a moment then you will achieve the highest 
perfection of your life, krsna-bhakti. So let us go to the 
other side of the Ganges and associate with the sadhus .” 
The atheist friend replied, “Yes, my friend, I understand 
what you say, but I have no time. I am very busy.” 

The atheist friend would reply like this every time 
and would avoid visiting the sadhus. So the devotee 
friend thought, “I tried my best. What shall I do? He 
is always busy, busy, busy. No time! How should I take 
him to the other side of the river? Alright, I will play a 
trick. He is very fond of seeing theatrical performances. 
I will trick him into going to the other side of the Ganges 
on the pretext of seeing the performance of a theatre 
troupe.” So one day he said, “My friend! Do you know 
that a very famous theatre party is performing on the 
other side of Ganges. Will you go?” 

“Oh yes! We must go, we must go,” said the atheist 
friend. So they came to the banks of the Ganges. The 
atheist was just about to step into the boat but he 
somehow then surmised that his vaisnava friend was 
tricking him into meeting those sadhus. So the atheist 
said, “0 my friend! I forgot to tell you. I have a disease.” 

“What disease do you have?” 

“As soon as I get into a boat my head reels and I 
start vomiting. Therefore I never get into a boat. 
Please wait till summer arrives. Let the river dry 
up and then we will go.” 


The vaisnava friend replied, “0 my friend! I tried 
my best, but you are such a duplicitous person. Your 
heart is completely filled with crookedness. Does the 
Ganges ever dry up? Even in the summer season, much 
water flows in it. The Ganges will never dry up and 
you will never want to have the association of sadhus. 11 

He was such a faithless person! Such people can 
never be helped by anyone. Krishna says in the 
Bhagavad-glta that such faithless individuals perish 
in their spiritual lives. if 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar. 16 August 1993. 

The Glories of Offering Respects 

From Padma-purana, Srsti-khanda, Chapter 33 

The sage Pulastya is describing to Bhisma about 
the sage Markandeya. This pastime of Markandeya 
is different from the one given in the Srimad 
Bhagavatam, as it is from a different kalpa. 

In the previous kalpa there was a renowned sage by 
the name Mrikandu. He was the illustrious son of the 
sage Bhrigu, and he executed austerities in the forest 
along with his wife. While Mrikandu was residing in 
one of the forests, a son was born to him. 

That boy attained five years of age and developed 
exceedingly good qualities. Once, a sage full of 
knowledge saw the boy roaming around in the 
courtyard. The sage stood there for a long time and 
through his mystic vision came to know all about 
the future course of events that were to occur in 
the life of the boy. Seeing the sage, Mrikandu asked 
him, “What is the duration of life of my son? Kindly 
calculate the number of years remaining in his life, 
and whether they are less in quantity or great.” 

Thus addressed by Mrikandu, the sage said, “0 Lord of 
the sages! The creator of this world [Brahma] has fixed 
the total remaining duration of life of your son to be six 
months. Please do not lament. I have told you the truth.” 

Mrikandu heard this and then performed the 
upanayana , sacred thread ceremony, of his son. 

aha cainam pita putram rsims tvam abhivadaya 
evam uktam sa vai pitra prahrstas cabhivadane 

Mrikandu then said to his son, “Always offer obeisances 

to the sages.” The son, having heard this, took great 

pleasure in offering such obeisances. (10) 

Not caring for high or low caste, he paid respects to 
all humans. After five months and twenty-five days 
had passed, Markandeya saw a group of seven sages 
and offered his respects to them. Markandeya was 
wearing a mekhala , a belt-like girdle, and was carrying 
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Above and below: Rishis discussing 


a staff. The sages said, ayusman bhava y “Live long!” 
However, after saying this they noticed that the boy 
had only five days remaining in his life. 

Knowing this fact, the sages became frightened. They 
took the boy with them and went to see Lord Brahma. 
They paid their respects to Lord Brahma and introduced 
the boy. The boy offered obeisances to Lord Brahma. 

cirayur brahmana balah proktah sa-rsi-sannidhau 

Lord Brahma said to the boy, “May you live long.” 

(text 16) 

The sages heard these words and were visibly pleased. 
Lord Brahma saw the sages and was amazed. He said to 
the sages, “Who is this lad and why has he come here?” 

The sages then narrated everything as follows, 
“This is the son of Mrikandu. He is short-lived. We 
have brought him here so that you can kindly make 
him long-lived. Seeing that he was short lived, his 
father named Mrikandu performed the upanayana 
ceremony, tying the girdle around his waist and 
bestowing the staff. Mrikandu then advised him to 
pay respects to each and every saintly person he saw. 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's prema-nama-sanklrtana 


“0 great grandsire! We were on a pilgrimage and 
happened to notice this lad paying respects to each 
and everyone. Thus we blessed him by saying, ‘Live 
long!’ How will the words spoken by us as well as 
yourself come true?” 

Thus addressed by them, Lord Brahma replied: 
rta-vakyad iyam bhumih samsthita sarvato ’bhaya 
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“This is Satya-loka —the land where true words are spoken. 
This is the reason why it is fearless from all sides.” (23) 

mat-samas cayusa balo markandeyo bhavisyati 
rsinam capi mukhyas ca mat-sahayo bhavisyati 
kalpasyadau tatha cante mato me muni-sattamah 

“This lad named Markandeya will now have a life-span 
equivalent to mine. This best among sages will be helpful 
to me and will be present along with me at the beginning 
as well as at the end of a fcalpa.” (24,25) V 

—Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Padma-puranam. Published 
by Khemraj Shri Krishna Das. Printed at Shri Venkateshwar Steam 
Press. Bombay. Unknown Date. 

Chant Without Criticism 

Caitanya-bhagavata, madhya 10 . 312 , 313 

kahare nd kare ninda, krsna krsna bale 
ajaya caitanya seijinibeka hele 

One who does not criticize anyone and chants, 
“Krishna! Krishna!” wins over the unconquerable 
Lord Chaitanya. 

nindaya nahika labhya — sarva sastre kaya 
sabara sammana bhagavata-dharma hay a 

All the scriptures declare that the Supreme Lord can 
never be attained by criticizing anyone. Bhagavata-dharma 
lies in exhibiting respect for every living entity. • ’it' 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Caitanya-bhagavata. Edited 
by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur. Printed by Ananta Vasudeva 
Brahmachari. Gaudiya Math. Ultadanga. Gaurabda 448 (1933-1934) 
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Envy, Rivalry and Bickering 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

So far as envy is concerned, it can be used only upon 
the non-devotees. In the transcendental world a devotee 
is never envious of another devotee on account of his 
excellence. But on the contrary, if a devotee finds some 
excellence in another devotee he eulogizes that devotee, 
admitting his own subordinate position. Although in the 
spiritual world there is no such concept of subordination, 
still devotees, on account ofbeing very humble and meek, 
think that way. In the material world the same thing is 
expressed in a perverted form. But in the spiritual world, 
to accept one’s inferior position does not mean envious 
mentality upon the other. Unhappiness experienced by 
a devotee on account of feeling himself inferior is not 
unusual. Rather, such mentality is imperative to further 
development of devotional service. (Letter to Satsvarupa. 
20 February 1969.) 

next column ^ 


So far your question about jealousy, spiritual jealousy 
means to think always that the service rendered by such 
and such devotee is so nice and pleasing to Krishna, so 
let me try harder to please Krishna. Then he will notice 
me also. (Letter to Sankarshana, 13 June 1972.) 

Regarding your questions, you say that amongst the 
elder disciples there are still symptoms of greed, anger, 
strife, bickering, etc., but you are one of them! You are 
one of the old students, so you fall in that group. So the 
fighting is among that group, but not amongst the real 
workers. There was fighting amongst the gopis also, so 
we cannot expect that there will be some utopia without 
fighting. Even in the spiritual sky there is transcendental 
greed, lust, envy, like that. But that is transcendental. 
Even if there is a little fighting, why should you go away? 
We should never give up our duty. My godbrothers 
always discouraged me, but I did not give up. I am doing 
my duty and always keeping my spiritual master in front. 
Even there is some difficulty or hardship, or even my 
godbrothers may not cooperate, or there may be fighting, 
still I must perform my duty to my spiritual master and 
not become discouraged and go away. That is weakness. 
(Letter to Krishna Das, 9 September 1972.) V 

Janmashtami in a Brothel 

From chapter 21 of the Magha-mahatmyam 
Attributed to the Vayu Purana 

The devotee sage Shandilya narrates a history related 
to Janmashtami 

When one is not engaging in spiritual practices, one 
should invest one’s mind in auspicious thoughts. One 
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Lord Benimadhav and his consort Laksmi. On 
Janmashtami day Benimadhav is worshiped as Krishna. 
should avoid inauspicious thoughts by all means. By 
doing so, one will avoid all suffering in life. It is the mind 
which causes bondage and liberation for everyone. 
Therefore, without paying attention to its demands, 
one should conquer the mind. With great effort if one 
conquers the mind, one obtains all desired results, and 
if one does not do so then one gains nothing. 

There is a narration in this regard of a Brahmin 
named Sushil who was a resident of the village named 
Nandivar. Sushil had two sons named Suvritta, who 
was the elder, and Vritta, who was the younger. Both 
sons were immensely learned and possessed many 
good qualities. They set out traveling throughout 
the country, and one fine day they came to the holy 
place named Prayag. As that day was Sri Krishna 
Janmashtami, a great festival was scheduled to be 
held that night at the temple of Lord Madhava. 

[Translator’s Note: Although the original text 
merely mentions “the temple of Lord Madhava”, it 
can be assumed that it is referring to the temple of 
Sri Benimadhava.] 

The brothers decided to attend the festival at 
the temple. As they were on their way, rain started 
pouring down heavily. Due to the heavy showers, the 
brothers got confused and could not find their way to 
the temple. Seeing no other place nearby, the elder 
brother Suvritta took shelter of a brothel. Suvritta 
pleaded with his brother to also take shelter there, 
but Vritta continued walking, even in the face of the 
intense rain. Somehow, after a long ordeal, Vritta 
managed to reach the temple of Lord Madhava. 

At the temple there were various festivities going on, 
but the troubled mind of Vritta kept going back to the 
brothel. He started regretting his decision of not taking 
shelter in the brothel. Vritta was lamenting within, 


“Oh! How fortunate is Suvritta, for he took shelter of 
the brothel. The brothel is an auspicious place where a 
variety of love sports go on continuously. There, along 
with a soft-limbed girl, he must be sitting on a soft 
cushion. He must be enjoying great pleasure in talking 
to her. He will definitely spend his time with her while 
chewing betel-nut. Then undoubtedly he will hold her 
in a tight embrace and sleep with her on a wonderful 
soft bed. [Alas! I missed out!]” 

Although the elaborate worship of Lord Madhava 
was going on, Vritta had no interest in those festivities. 
Although externally listening to the katha of the Lord, 
he was not truly listening to it. Although paying 
obeisances externally, he was not investing his mind 
into the act. Uttering the various verses with his mouth, 
he actually was not thinking about those verses at all. At 
night, while dancing along with the other devotees he 
danced externally but in his mind he was in a different 
world altogether. Even though he was talking to them, 
his mind was absent from those conversations. Ever 
since his mind had gone far away to the brothel he was 
behaving more or less like a painting on a wall. 

Far away in the brothel, the elder brother Suvritta 
was sitting all by himself and thinking, “What pious 
activities must have Vritta performed in his thousands 
of previous lives? All his piety has now borne fruit 
since he must have gone to the temple of Madhava. 
Oh! He must be giving water offerings at the foot of the 
deity at this moment. He must be seeing the elaborate 
worship of the Lord with his eyes. By seeing the drdtrika 
ceremony of the Lord, his eyes have attained the 
highest fruit. He will definitely offer flowers to the Lord 
in every quarter of the night. He will offer obeisances 
using his head and will offer praises through his mouth. 
He will hear the nectarean pastimes of the Lord of the 
spiritual world from the mouths of the great devotees. 
Thus his ears will receive great piety. He will dance 
with all the devotees and will joyously receive the lamp 
offered to the Lord. There is no one as fortunate as he.” 

Like his brother, Suvritta also started lamenting, 
“Alas! How unfortunate I am that on such an auspicious 
appearance day of Lord Krishna, I am sitting here in a 
most inauspicious abode of all sins. My time is being 
wasted here. My ears are like useless holes. My eyes 
are becoming as useless as the eyes that appear on the 
plumes of a peacock, since they are unable to witness 
the great Janmashtami festival. My breathing nose is 
like the breathing of a blacksmith’s bellows, since I am 
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unable to smell the aroma of the Lord’s garland. My 
hands are more worthless than wooden ladles, since 
they are not offering obeisances to the Supreme Lord. 
Alas! The Supreme Lord was never worshiped by me! 
Without association of the saintly souls, each and every 
moment of mine is similar to a yuga. 

“How many lives I must have passed committing sinful 
acts that today I am unable to see the enemy of Kamsa? 
Even after having arrived in such a wonderful liberating 
place as Prayag, I got caught in this ungodly situation. 
Both Vritta and I are born from the same father. We 
arrived here in Prayag together. How then is it that on 
this auspicious day ofJanmashtami I did not offer water at 
the lotus feet of Krishna? I did not stay awake at night for 
his pleasure. Even after hearing all the Vedic scriptures, 
how come I did not develop tolerance for pleasure and 
pain? Indeed, those who are not strong at mind are easily 
caught by the strong may a of Lord Vishnu. 

“Glorious are those entities who can tolerate the 
dualities of pleasure and pain. Their destination is 
certainly the glorious lotus feet of the Lord, which 
are meditated upon even by the great yogis. Those 
who are attached to the body are good for nothing, 
and when the pious birth that they have achieved 
is finished, they fall down.” 

Thus Suvritta and Vritta spent their nights absorbed 
in their respective thoughts. Early morning, as they set 
out from their respective locations, they happened to see 
each other on the way by the arrangement of providence. 
As soon as they saw each other, lightning struck from the 
sky and both of them died instantaneously. 

At that very moment, two associates of Lord Vishnu 
and three associates of Lord Y amaraj came to that spot. 
The associates of Lord Vishnu made Suvritta sit on their 
airplane while the associates of Yamaraj bound up 
Vritta and prepared to take him with them. Extremely 
surprised at this, Suvritta said, “What sort of a strange 
justice system is this? Why is such an opposite result 
being bestowed on both of us? Such judgment I have 
never seen or heard of. This brother of mine spent his 
Janmashtami in Prayag! He was awake the entire night! 
He offered water at the feet of the Lord! He offered his 
obeisances and drank the nectar of the flowing katha of 
the Lord! On the other hand, I was situated in a brothel 
and I did not perform any of these activities of devotion. 
I spent my time uselessly there! Why then are opposite 
results being bestowed on us?” 

(Mr 
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The current temple ofBenimadhav 
constructed in 1916 on the site of the original 


Hearing the words of the saintly Suvritta, the 
associates of Lord Vishnu smiled and replied: 

srnu dharma-rahasyam tvam vicitram romaharsanam 
karmandm krti-matram tu na dadati phalam mahat 
sarvesam api karmandm manah suddhir hi karanam 
manasa cancalenaiva krtam karma ca duhkhadam 
manasa cintito va pi dharmah phala-vivardhanah 

“0 Suvritta! Hear from us the amazing secret of 
religiosity! Simply by carrying out activities of 
religiosity mechanically, one does not obtain their 
real fruit. In all activities, purity of mind is the actual 
cause of success. Activities performed with a fickle 
mind end up being distressful. On the other hand, if 
one performs acts of religiosity with a dedicated mind, 
the fruits are manifold.” 

They continued, “Your brother committed many 
acts of sin through his mind, even though he was in an 
auspicious place. Lor this reason he now slides down 
to hell. You, however, engaged in auspicious thoughts 
even though present in a most inauspicious location. 
Lor this reason, you now go to the Lord’s abode.” 

Hearing this, Suvritta said, “0 Lords! My mind does 
not wish to go anywhere leaving behind my brother. 
Either I stay here with him or please tell me some 
means by which he could be freed from the clutches 
of these associates of Yamaraj.” 

The associates of Lord Vishnu replied, “Suvritta! 
If you wish to deliver him, then simply dedicate the 
piety of the Magha-snana that you performed mentally 
in your previous life. By doing so, your brother will 
ascend to the spiritual world along with you.” 

[Translator’s Note: Magha-snana is a ritual of bathing 
in the triveni-sahgama , the confluence of the three 
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rivers Ganga, Yamuna and Saras wati, early morning 
each day during the month of Magha (January/ 
February). Its glories are elaborately described in 
the Padma Parana. Its piety is so great that Srila Rupa 
Goswami in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh (1.2.60) says, 
sarvadhikaritam magha-snanasya — All humans have 
the right to earn piety by taking holy baths during the 
early mornings of the month of Magha. 

Moreover, by suggesting that Suvritta could 
dedicate the piety of a mental Magha-snana , the 
associates of Lord Vishnu simultaneously conveyed 
two things — the importance of Magha-snana as well 
as the fact that simply by doing a great act attentively 
in the mind one receives the desired result.] 
Suvritta immediately dedicated the piety of the 
Magha-snana performed mentally in his previous life 
to his brother and both of them happily ascended to 
the spiritual world on the day of Krishna’s appearance. 
Shandilya concluded: 

tasmad danam tapo homah svadhyayah pitr-tarpanam 
nityam naimittikam va pi carec chuddhena cetasa 

tena kaman avapnoti bhukti-mukti na samsayah 
avasi-krta-cittasya kuto yoga-samadhayah 

mano nigrahane tasmatyatnam kuryad vicaksanah 
yac chastra-sravanenaiva manaso nigraho bhavet 
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sampradayajna-guruna samsayac-cheda-saktina 
srotavyam satatam bhaktya sat-karma sruti-purvakam 

antah-karana-kalusyam tenayati na samsayah 
guru-susrusaya bhaktya sraddhaya ca damena ca 

yamena niyamenaivayogiyogitvam apnuyat 

“Therefore, all charity, austerity, sacrifices, self-study, 
oblations to forefathers, as well as all eternal and 
occasional Vedic duties should be carried out with a 
purified mind. By doing so, one obtains the fulfillment 
of all desires, worldly enjoyment, as well as liberation 
without a doubt. Without conquering the mind, how can 
one attain perfection in yoga? Therefore, an intelligent 
person will try to control the mind by all means. One 
should listen with faith to any spiritual literature that 
helps one in controlling the mind and any bona-fide 
sampradaya and guru that can resolve one’s doubts. One 
should perform good deeds, and in this way the dirt of 
the heart will undoubtedly be washed away. By serving 
the guru with devotion and faith as well as by practicing 
sense-control and the various rules and regulations, ayogi 
attains the perfection of yoga.” It 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Mdgha-mdhdtmyam of 
the Vdyu-puranam. Published and printed by Dauji Agnihotri at 
Siddhivinayak Yantralaya. Varanasi. Vikram Samwat 1940 (1883 AD). 

Anything for Vrindavan 

Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 

Vrndavana-mahimamrtam 2.15 

wndaranyam tyajeti pravadatiyadi ko py asyajihvam chinadmi 
snmad-vmdavanan mamyadi nayati balat ko pi tarn hanmy 

avasyam 

kamarh vesyam upeyam na khalu parinayaydnyatoyami kamam 
caurye kuryam dhanartham na tu calati padam hanta 

vrndavananme 

If someone tries to falsely argue in order to 
convince me to leave Vrindavan, I shall cut out their 
tongue. If someone forcibly takes me away from 
Vrindavan, I will slaughter them. If needed I will 
associate with a prostitute, but I shall never leave 
Vrindavan to get married elsewhere. If needed I will 
steal in order to make a living, but I shall never step 
a single foot outside Vrindavan. 'It 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com). 
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Teachers or Cheaters 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Srila Prabhupada: A bogus man should not be 
accepted as a teacher. But that is going on. So many 
bogus men are becoming teachers. Therefore the 
world condition is so degraded. A cheater is taking 
the place of teacher. 

Devotee: If we have a desire to keep these promises, 
but we have a hard time to do it... 

Srila Prabhupada: As soon as you fail to keep your 
promise, theny ou’re fallen. Y ou have to rectify yourself. 

next column ^ 


Immediately you’re fallen. Yah sastra-vidhim utsrjya 
vartate kama-karatah , na sa siddhim [ Bg . 16.23]. That 
means you’ll never get perfection if you fall down. 
You can cheat others, being in dress of a devotee, but 
what is your character? What is your actual value? 
That has to be judged. It 

— Lecture in Honolulu on 17 January 1974. 

Mataji is a Respectful Term 

A Remembrance ofSrila Prabhupada 

Udayananda Das: I was on the Radha-Damodar 
party for a little over two years, and occasionally we 
met Prabhupada in different places — Chicago, Atlanta, 
Ratha-yatra in San Francisco — and he would speak 
to us. In a personal darshan in Atlanta, Prabhupada 
stressed the importance ofbrahmacarya in spiritual life. 
He encouraged us to remain brahmacaris, and he said, 
“If you stay brahmacarf then you have a seventy-five 
percent chance of going back to Godhead in this very 
life, but if you take up the grhastha ashram, twenty- 
five percent. Therefore, try to see all women as mataji, 
as mother, and address them as ‘my dear mataji. 
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becomes complete when it is directed towards all 
living entities. Patriotism is but an aspect of this 
sentiment in relation to one’s country. Philanthropy 
is compassion directed towards all humanity. The 
vaisnava should not be limited by these sentiments. 
He has compassion for all living entities, not wanting 
to cause harm to any of them. It 

— English translation by Bhanu Swami. Unpublished manuscript. 

Endnotes 

1 tasmat sarvesu bhutesu day am kuruta sauhrdam 
bhavam asuram unmucyayaya tusyaty adhoksajah 
Therefore, my dear young friends born of demons, 
please act in such a way that the Supreme Lord, who 
is beyond the conception of material knowledge, will 
be satisfied. Give up your demoniac nature and act 
without enmity or duality. Show mercy to all living 
entities by enlightening them in devotional service, 
thus becoming their well-wishers. ( Bhag . 7.6.24) 

Don’t Speculate on Guru’s Orders 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Jamadagni is the father of Parashuram. Therefore, he 
is guru-jam, a superior. He once ordered Parashuram, 
“Chop off the head of your mother, Renuka.” Jamadagni 
had first ordered his other sons, but they thought, 


Compassion and Friendship 
Come from Bhakti 

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur’s 
Caitanya-siksamrta 3.3 

When a person takes shelter of bhakti, mercy towards 
all living entities is a natural quality. 1 Compassion does 
not have a separate existence from bhakti. The quality 
which, when offered to the Lord, is called bhakti or prema, 
becomes friendship, compassion and indifference when 
directed towards other living beings. It is a feeling that is 
inherent in the eternal nature of the soul. In the spiritual 
realm this quality manifests only as friendship, but in 
the material world it manifests as friendship towards 
devotees, mercy towards the innocent, and indifference 
towards the offenders. These are but different aspects 
of the same compassion. In the conditioned state 
this compassion is extremely stunted. It starts with 
[compassion for] one’s own body, then widens to 
include one’s household, then one’s occupational duty, 
then one’s countrymen. Expanding, it comes to include 
the human beings of the whole world. Compassion 




Nama-tattva 


Krishna’s Japa 

Adi Purana quoted in Srila Sanatan 
Goswami’s 

Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.464 

sraddhaya helaya nama ratanti mamajantavah 
tesam nama sada partha vartate hrdaye mama 

[Krishna tells Arjuna:] “In my heart I always 
chant the names of those who with faith or 
contempt chant my name.” 

— Sanatan Goswami. Sri Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa. Sanskrit with 
Bengali translation by Kanailal Adhikari. Sri Chaitanya 
Gaudiya Math. Mayapur. 2000. 
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Mataji is a respectful term that means you love and 
respect that personjust as you love and respect your own 
mother. A mataji is one of the gurus — the Bhagavatam 
says you should not become father or mother unless you 
can save your dependents from repeated birth and death. 
So if you address all women as mataji, you will not look at 
them as objects of sense gratification.” it 

— From Srila Prabhupada Remembrances. Interview done by 
Siddhanta Das for ITV. 









Unknown artist 


Sri S^rislim ^cdkcinritci SpmU 

“Oh, how can we cut off the head of our mother? Why 
should we commit such a sinful offence and go to hell?” 

So they did not carry out the order. Finally Jamadagni 
asked his youngest son, Parashuram. When Parashuram 
heard his father’s request, he immediately took up 
an axe and chopped off the head of his mother. He 
carried out the order of his guru-jana without adding 
any deliberation to it. Lord Rama and Parashuram have 
taught us this lesson. You will find both their examples 
in the Ninth Canto of Srlmad Bhagavatam. 

If the guru gives some order, do you deliberate on 
it? “Oh, Gurudeva has said like this, but if I do this 
other thing then it will be okay.” Then you call on the 
telephone, “Gurudeva, you told me to do it like this, 
but I think that if I do it in this other way it will be very 
good.” This is our nature. We never follow guru’s order 
as it is. If we always twist it, how will the anchor [holding 
us here in the ocean of material existence] be lifted? 

The guru gives some do’s and some don’t do’s, and 
you have to follow them very strictly. You have your 
part to play and guru has his part. V 

— From a lecture on 2 June 1995. Amherst, USA. 
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All Glories to Lord Vamana 

Assorted verses from 
Subhasita-ratna-bhandagaram 

apasara prthivi samudrah samvmutdmbuni bhudhara namata 
vamana-hari-laghu-tundejagatam kalahah sa vah pay at 

“0 Earth, move aside! 0 oceans, protect your waters! 
0 mountains, bow down!” — May these sounds of the 
ruckus occurring throughout all the worlds after the 
appearance of the small-bellied Vamana protect you all! 

avyad vo vamanoyasya kaustubha-pratibimbita 
kautukalokimjatajathanvajagat-trayl 

May that Vamana, in whose Kaustubha gem the 
three worlds reflected to give the impression that 
these three worlds were situated in his stomach, 
protect you all! 

kas tvam brahmann apurvam leva ca tava vasatir 
yakhila brahma-srstih 
kas te natho by anathah kva ca tavajanako 
nave a tatam smarami 
kim te ’bhistam dadami tripada-parimita 
bhumir alpam kim etat 

trailokyam bhava-garbham balim idam avadad 
vamano vah sa pay at 


Lord Parashuram 
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[Bali asked,] “Who are you?” [Vamana replied,] “I 
am a Brahmin.” “Amazing! Where is your residence?” 
“The entire universe is my residence.” “Who is your 
natha (spiritual master)?” “I am anatha , without 
a master.” “Then who is your father?” “I do not 
remember having a father.” “Okay, what do you want 
as charity?” “I want a charity of three steps of land.” 
“That’s it? How meager a charity!” “Such three steps 
are to me like the three worlds.” May that Vamana, 
who had this conversation with Bali, protect you all! 

svamisan bhuvana-trayasya vikrtim nxto ’si kimyahcaya 
yad va visva-srja tvayaiva na krtam tad diyatam te kutah 

danam sresthatamdya tubhyam atulam bandhaya no muktaye 
vijhapto balina niruttarataya hrito harih patu vah 

[Bali said], “0 Vamana! Being the Lord of the three 
worlds, why do you bring down your dignity by begging 
your own creation? Else if you say that this world has 
not been created by you [directly], then where is the 
question of giving you something that doesn’t belong 
to you in the first place? Moreover, [the scriptures say 
that] giving charity to a topmost personality like you 
is a source of liberation, not of bondage. How then is 
it that I am bound by giving charity to you?” May that 
Vamana, who shied away on hearing these words of 
Bali and remained silent, protect you all! V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Subhasita-ratna- 
bhandagaram. Vamana section. Compiled by Kashinath Sharma. 
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A Fallen Soul 

By the medieval poet Gopikanta 

ohe natha mo bada pataki duracara 

tomara se sri-carana, na karilum aradhana 

vrtha deha vahi phiri bhara 

0 Lord! I am a greatly fallen sinner! I did not 
worship your exalted feet. Thus I carried around the 
huge burden of this useless body. 

daruna visaya-kita, ha-ilum paiya mitha 

visa henajhana nahi hay a 

tomara bhakata sarige, tava namamrta-rahge 

hata cita tohe na dubaya 

Having become a dreadful materialistic insect, 
I took pleasure in the so-called sweetness of this 
world. I did not know that in reality it was sweet 
poison. Being polluted in my consciousness, I did not 
immerse myself in the mellows of your holy name in 
the association of your devotees. 

tumi se karuna-sindhu , jagata-jivana-bandhu 
nija krpa baleyadi leha 

patita-pavana nama , ghosana rahibe syama 

jagate karibe ei theha 

0 Lord! You are an ocean of mercy. You are the 
dear friend and the very life of this world. 0 Shyam! 
If out of your causeless mercy you pick me up from 
my fallen condition then your reputation as patita- 
pavana the deliverer of the fallen, will remain 
permanently secure in this world. 

ei krpa kara prabhu , tuya bhakta sahga kabhu 

na chadiyejivana marane 

tava lila gana gune, dubuka amara mane 

gopikanta kare nivedane 

0 Lord! Please bestow your causeless mercy and 
give me the benediction that the association of your 
devotees may never be lost to me, in life or in death. 
Gopikanta Das prays, “0 Lord! Let my mind drown 
in singing and describing your divine pastimes.” 1 $ 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava-padavali , 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 
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Of Flies and Bees 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


The flies, they are finding out where is sore, and the 
bees, they are finding out where there is honey. Two 
classes: Fault-finding and collecting the good things. 
Similarly, there are many rascals who are simply fault¬ 
finding. Blasphemy means you have good qualities 
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but still I am defaming you. The saintly person tends 
to overlook the bad qualities and see the good ones. 

— Morning walk in Mayapur. 6 February 1976. v ft 

Guru is the Lord’s Temple 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 
Prabhupada 

The spiritual master is the Lord’s transcendental 
temple. The Supreme Lord lives in that temple. Lord 
Sri Krishna, who is controlled by his devotee’s love, 
manifests himself in the hearts of the spiritual master 
and the devotees. Scripture states, srutim apare smrtim 
itare bharatam anye bhajantu bhava-bhltah , aham iha 
nandam vande yasyalinde param brahma: “Let others, 
fearing material existence, worship the Vedas, the 
Vedic supplementary Puranas , and the Mahabharata , but 
I shall worship Nanda Maharaj a, in whose courtyard the 
Supreme Brahman is crawling.” ( Padyavall 126) 

Many people say that they are eager to see the 
Supreme Lord, but they do not understand that the 
| Lord’s darsana is possible simply by taking darsana 
of the spiritual master. Unless we meet the spiritual 
master we cannot meet the Supreme Lord. Devotional 
service does not begin without first taking shelter at 
I a spiritual master’s lotus feet. 
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The spiritual master is certainly the via media 
between Krishna and the living entity. Lord Krishna 
sends his best servant, his best associate, to this world 
to distribute his unlimited mercy. The spiritual master 
is the personification of that mercy. Those who teach us 
to serve the Lord’s deity and to chant his holy names are 
spiritual masters. It is not enough to serve the spiritual 
master with awe and reverence only from a distance. 
We must serve him with strong faith and love. The best 
example of this is the intimate service Srila Raghunath 
Das rendered to Srila Swarup Damodar Prabhu. W' 

— Amrta Vara "\ a collection of statements from Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur. Originally compiled in Bengali by Sri Bhakti Bhagavat 
Mayukha Maharaja. Translated into English by Bhumipati Das. Published 
by Iswara Das and Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. Page 35. 

The Vaishnava-seva of Sri Dibakar 

From the Bhaktamala of Sri Nabha 

Sri Dibakar was a disciple of Sri Agradevacharya. 
He had staunch faith in the service of saintly persons. 
Once, for the sake of serving the devotees, he 
mortgaged his patched quilt. Unable to repay the debt, 
he could not get back his quilt and so he suffered from 
cold during the winter. While he was chanting the 
holy names on a cold winter night, Lord Ramachandra 
appeared and gave him a blanket to cover himself. 

However, the merchant who had Dibakar s quilt also 
took this one since he had been unable to repay the 
debt. The Lord then gave him another quilt. When the 
merchant came to know of this, he understood it to be 
the mercy of the Supreme Lord, and so he returned both 
quilts and became a disciple of Sri Dibakar Das. By the 
prowess gained from serving saintly devotees, many 
people became attracted and took initiation from him. It 

— Translated by Bhumipati Das. Unpublished manuscript. 

Two Types of Living Entities - Part 1 

From Srila Jiva GoswamVs 
Paramatma-sandarbhah (47) 

tad evam ananta evajivakhyas tatasthah saktayah 

Verily, infinite are the marginal potencies [of the Lord] 
referred to as “jiva”. 

[Translator’s Note: Srila Jiva Goswami has used 
plural case in the term saktayah. This shows that each 
living entity is a unique, distinct marginal potency.] 

tatra tasam varga-dvayam — eko vargo nadita eva 
bhagavad-unmukhah any as tv anadita eva bhagavat- 
paranmukhah svabhavatas tadiya-jnana-bhavat tadiya- 
jnandbhdvac ca 


Among all these living entities, there are two broad 
categories. One category has a beginningless inclination 
toward the Supreme Lord and the other has a 
beginningless disinclination toward the Supreme Lord. 


[This distinction in the inclination of these two 
categories is] due to the presence of inherent 
knowledge related to the Supreme Lord [in the former 
category] and due to the absence of such inherent 
knowledge related to the Supreme Lord [in the latter]. 

[Translator’s Note: In other words, the jivas 
who are inclined towards the Lord are those who 
are naturally possessed of knowledge related to 
the Lord. Those who are disinclined are naturally 
devoid of that knowledge.] 






Nama-tattva 


Revelation of One’s 
Eternal Identity 


Srirnad Bhagavatam 12.3.50-51 

mriyamanair abhidhyeyo bhagavan paramesvarah 

atma-bhavam nayaty anga sarvatma sarva-samsrayah 

[Sukadev Goswami to Maharaja Parikshit:] 
My dear King, the Personality of Godhead is 
the ultimate controller. He is the Supreme Soul 
and the supreme shelter of all beings. When 
meditated upon by those about to die he reveals 
to them their own eternal spiritual identity. 

[The next verse states the type of meditation 
that is recommended:] 


kaler dosa-nidhe rajan asti hy eko mahan gunah 
kirtanad eva krsnasya mukta-sangah param vrajet 

My dear King, although Kali-yuga is an ocean of 
faults, there is still one good quality about this age: 
Simply by chanting the Hare Krishna maha-mantra 
one can become free from material bondage and 
be promoted to the transcendental kingdom. 

— Srimad Bhagavatam. English translation and commentary by the 
humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Los Angeles. 1985. 
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Radha and Krishna in Vrindavan 


atraprathamo ntarangd-sakti-vildsdnugrhlto nitya-bhagavat- 
parikara-rupo garudadikah. yathoktam padmottara-khande 
tripad-vibhuter lokas tv ity-adau bhagavat-sandarbhodahrte. 

Among these two categories, the first category is of 
those living entities who are blessed with the various 
pastimes belonging to the antaranga-saktU intrinsic 
potency of the Lord. These living entities have their 
identities established as eternal associates of the Lord, 
viz. Garuda and others. This is specified in verses from 
the Uttara-khanda of the Padma Purana which have 
already been previously cited in the Bhagavat-sandarbha. 

[Translator’s Note: The verses are as follows: 

tripad-vibhuter lokas tu asankhyah pariklrtitah 
suddha-sattva-mayah sarve brahmdnanda-sukhdhvaydh 

sarve nitya nirvikara heya-rdga-vivarjitdh 

sarve hiranmayah suddhah koti-surya-sama-prabhah 

sarve vedamaya divyah kama-krodhadi-varjitah 
narayana-p adambhoja-b hakty-eka-rasa-sevinah 

nirantaram sama-gana-paripurna-sukham sritah 
sarve pancopanisat-sva-rupa veda-varcasah 

The various entities belonging to the tripad-vibhuti , the 
abode of Lord Vishnu, are innumerable. They are all 
suffused with suddha-sattva, the mode of transcendental 
goodness, and are replete with brahmananda, the pleasure 
experienced by liberated souls. All these entities are 


eternally free from degradable mutations and are devoid 
of debased worldly passions that are worthy of being 
rejected. They are ever pure, dazzling with effulgence 
as golden as millions of suns combined. All of them are 
divine, resounding with Vedic vibrations, and free of 
the six vices such as lust and anger. These living entities 
exclusively relish the nectar of devotion towards the 
lotus feet of Lord Narayan. They are sheltered in the 
constant sweet resounding chants of the Sama-veda. 
Their eternal form is composed of five transcendental 
substances illuminated by Vedic potencies. 

[Translator’s Note: These five substances are 
named, without any explanation, by Sri Parashara 
Bhatta, a Sri Vaishnava deary a, in his commentary 
to Visnu-sahasrandma y as visvah , nivrttah , sarvah , 
paramesthi and puman. 

A question arises as to why the liberated living 
entities in the spiritual world are also referred to 
as tatastha-saktis y marginal potencies? Srila Jiva 
Goswami answers as follows:] 

asya ca tatasthatvamjivatva-prasiddher isvaratva-kotav 
apravesat 

The marginality of this first category [of liberated 
living entities] is due to them being ever established 
in their position as [miniscule] jlvas , incapable of 
admittance into the category of the Lord. 
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[Translator’s Note: Having thus described the souls who 
are inclined towards the Lord, Srila Jiva Goswami now 
speaks about those who have turned away.] 

aparasya tat-paranmukhatva-dosena labdhac-chidraya 
may ay a paribhutah samsari. yathoktam hamsa-guhya- 
stave — sarvam puman veda gunams ca taj-jno na 
veda sarvajham anantam ide iti. ekadase ca — bhayam 
dvitiyabhinivesatah syat iti. yathoktam ca vaisnave — 

taya tirohitatvac ca saktih ksetrajha-samjhita 
sarva-bhutesu bhupala taratamyena vartate , iti 

Regarding the other category, due to the fault of 
discinclination towards the Lord, these souls are 
carried away by the effects of the opportunistic 
material energy, maya, and become degraded. Such 
living entities thus become known as samsari , worldly. 
This [condition of the materialistic soul] is specified 
in the hamsa-guhya prayers ( Srimad Bhagavatam 6.4.25) 
as follows, “The conditioned soul knows everything 
about the three modes of nature, but it doesn’t know 
the omniscient Supreme Lord, whom I praise.” 

Srimad Bhagavatam 11.2.37 adds, “Fear arises in 
a conditioned living entity due to absorption in a 
second object [other than the Lord].” 

Also, as specified in the Vzsnu Parana (6.7.63), u O 
King Khandikya! Due to being covered by various 
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degrees of the avidya-sakti., the potency of ignorance, 
the various conditioned souls have various degrees 
of the power of cognizance.” 

[Translator’s Note: The Vzsnu Parana verse says 
that maya covers up different jivas on different levels 
of ignorance. Those who are most covered up become 
inanimate entities such as trees and mountains, those 
who are slightly less covered become reptiles, and so on.] 

tad-varga-dvayam evoktam sri-vidurenapi , 
tattvanam bhagavams tesam katidha prati-sankramah 
tatremam ka upasiran ka u svid anuserate ity anena 

The two categories of living entities are also mentioned 
by Sri Vidura in his question in the Srimad Bhagavatam 
(3.7.37): “0 master Maitreya! In how many ways are 
the universal elements destroyed? At the time of 
destruction, who are the living entities that [remain 
liberated and] worship the Lord, and who are those 
that enter into his body [due to not worshiping him]?” 

[Translator’s Note: The liberated entities, such as the 
servants of Lord Vishnu who fan him and who perform 
other services, remain distinct even after the pradaya ,, 
the partial destruction at the end of Lord Brahma’s 
life when all the living entities enter into the body of 
Garbhodakashayi Vishnu. The conditionedjfvas, however, 
merge into the body of Lord Vishnu at the time of the 
final destruction, the maha-pralaya , when all of the living 
entities along with all the Garbhodakashayi Vishnus 
merge into the body of Karanodakashayi Vishnu. Does it 
mean that the conditioned souls have a birth and death 
in this world? Srila Jiva Goswami answers:] 

tatra paramesvara-parahmukhanam suddhanam api tac- 
chakti-visistat paramesvarat sopadhikamjanma bhavati. 
tac cajanma nijopadhi-janmana nija-janmabhimana- 
hetukadhyatmikavasthatva-praptir eva. 

Even though living entities who have turned away 
from the Lord are pure [and unborn, in the ultimate 
sense], they acquire a sa-upadhika birth [a so-called birth 
in the material world along with a temporary designation 
during the time of creation] due to the arrangement of 
the Supreme Lord, who is endowed with his energies. 

This so-called birth [along with temporary 
designations in this world] which causes the living 
entity to falsely think that it has actually taken birth is 
nothing but the attainment of adhyatmika-avastha, the 
creation of the material mind, intelligence and false 
ego. This attainment occurs due to the living entity’s 
identification with the temporary designation that it 
has acquired, (to be continued) V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandir a (www.granthamandira.net). 
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Behavioral Discrepancies 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I beg to thank you very much for your letter pointing 
out some of the discrepancies of many of the devotees 
in New York. You are correct regarding the items 
which you have stated, such as sleeping in front of the 
deities, eating in front of the deities, taking of unoffered 
foodstuffs, drinking water from the bathroom, and 
non-chanting of rounds. But the thing is, discipline 
cannot be observed unless there is obedience. As you 
are obedient to me, you should be similarly obedient to 
my representative. Your statement about Brahmananda, 
that he is a wonderful devotee, is 100% agreed by me. 
He is in charge of the New Y ork center, and, therefore, if 
proper obedience is not given to him it will be impossible 
for him to manage the affairs of the temple. Under the 
circumstances, the discrepancies you have observed in 
the temple may be referred to him. He is quite reasonable 
and will handle the matter with the respective devotees. 

next column ^ 


Please don’t you take any direct actions because it will 
cause disruption. You are a very talented boy and I have 
every confidence in you, so I hope you will do this and 
oblige. (Letter to Nara-narayana. 7 February 1969.) 

Regarding general state of affairs at Amsterdam 
temple, I can understand that there is some disturbance 
among you, but that is not to be taken very seriously. 
Real business is preaching work, and if there is full 
attention on this matter only, all other businesses will 
be automatically successful. Fighting amongst ourselves 
is not at all good, but if our preaching work is neglected, 
or if we fall down in following the regulative principles 
such as rising before four, chanting 16 rounds, like 
that, if these things are not strictly observed then may a 
will enter and spoil everything. So my best advice to 
you is to strictly observe these things yourself and be 
the example so that all others may follow. We should 
not criticize each other, as vaisnavas , because there is 
fault in everyone and we may be ourselves subject to 
criticism. Best thing is to be above suspicion ourselves, 
and then if we see discrepancies and make suggestion 
the others will automatically respect and take action to 
rectify the matters. That is cooperation. And we must 
exist on such cooperation, otherwise the whole thing 
is doomed if we simply go on fighting over some small 
thing. So try to organize things and preach together 
in this spirit, and that will please me very, very much. 
(Letter to Madhumangala. 18 November 1972.) 

I have noted your several complaints against the 
devotees, but it would be better to set the example 
rather than to criticize the defects of the devotees. We 
should always remember that we recruit members from 
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people in general. It is not expected that every one of 
our members should be immediately to the standard 
qualification. The best thing for you is to set the example 
by your personal behavior and try to reform the others 
not by criticizing but by friendly behavior. If sometimes 
there are any disagreements, we should try to forget 
such incidences and be always in friendship with each 
other. (Letter to Vrinda. 14 October 1971.) V 

Two Types of Living Entities - Part 2 

From Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Paramatma-sandarbhah (47) 

In the previous part it was explained that there are two 
types of living entities — those who from time immemorial 
have turned towards the Supreme Lord and those who 
from time immemorial have turned away. The eternally 
conditioned living entities are eternally unborn like the 
eternally liberated ones. However, the eternally conditioned 
entities experience what is known as a so-called birth in this 
material world. Srila Jiva Goswami continues explaining the 
nature of the conditioned souls. 

In the Srimad Bhagavatam (10.87.31), the personified 
Vedic scriptures say: 

na ghatata udbhavah prakrti-purusayor ajayor 
ubhaya-yuja bhavanty asubhrtojala-budbudavat 
tvayi na ime tato vividha-nama-gunaih parame 
sarita ivarnave madhuni likhyur asesa-rasdh 

“Neither prakrti , the material energy, nor purusa y the 
pure living entity, ever take birth, for they are both 
eternally unborn. The so-called birth of the living 
entity is like the formation of bubbles when water 
comes in contact with air. All these living entities 
along with their various names and qualities merge 
back into you, the Supreme Lord, during destruction, 
just like rivers merge into the ocean or like the nectar 
obtained from various flowers merge into one single 
substance known as honey.” 

[Translator’s Note: This verse explains that the 
conditioned living entities are eternally unborn yet 
experience a so-called birth in this world.] 

prakrtes traigunyam. purusah suddhojivah. tayor dvayor 
apy ajatvad udbhavo na ghatate.ye ca asubhrta adhyatmika- 
rupah sopadhayo jiva jay ante tat-tad-ubhaya-sakti-yuja 
paramatmanaiva karanena jay ante, prakrti-vikara- 
pralayena supta-vasanatvat suddhas tah paramatmani lina 
jivakhyah saktayah srsti-kale vikarinim prakrtim asrjya 
ksubhita-vasanah satyah sopadhikavastham prapnuvantya 
eva vyuccarantity arthah. 


In this verse, prakrti refers to the three modes of 
material nature, and the term purusah refers to the 
living entity, who is ultimately pure. Since both of them 
are unborn, they can never be created at any time. 

However, those living entities who have gotten 
designated as asubhrtah , conditioned by a body 
having a material living breath, acquire a so-called 
birth. It is only due to the Supreme Lord acting as 
the Supersoul, and as the controller of both the 
living entity and the material world, that these 
living entities took birth in the world. 

These living entities will again become pure when 
the material world is destroyed due to the fact that 
their vasana (deeply rooted material inclination) 
becomes dormant. These living entities then merge 
into the Supreme Lord. However, at the dawn of the 
next creation, the prakrti again becomes activated, 
the dormant vasana of these living entities becomes 
revived, and they again acquire temporary designations 
and disperse back into the material world. 

For this reason, the third canto of Srimad Bhagavatam 
(3.5.23) says: 

kala-vrttya tu maydyam guna-mayyam adhoksajah 
purusenatma-bhutena viryam adhatta viryavan 

The Personality of Godhead, the master of all living 

entities, existed prior to the creation as one without 

a second. 

Another verse (Srimad Bhagavatam 3.5.26) says, 
“The Supreme Living Being in his feature as the 
transcendental purusa incarnation, who is the Lord’s 
plenary expansion, impregnates the material nature 
of three modes, and thus by the influence of eternal 
time, his virya, the conditioned living entities, appear.” 

ity anena virya-sabdoktasya jivasya prakrtav 
adhanam uktam. evam sri-gitopanisatsv api mama 
yonir mahad brahma tasmin garbham dadhamy aham 
ity atroktam. tika-karais ca brahma-sabdena prakrtir 
vyakhydta , garbha-sabdenajiva iti / punar esa eva trtiye, 
daivat ksubhita-dharminyam svasyamyonau par ah puman 
adhatta viryam sasuta mahat tattvam hiranmayam 
ity atra viryam cic-chaktim iti tikayam vyakhyatam , atah 
saktitvam asya tika-sammatam. 

This verse, through the term viryam , speaks of the 
conditioned living entity that is placed in the womb of 
prakrtiy material nature. In the Bhagavad-gita (14.3) the 
Lord also says, “My womb is known as brahman , and 
within it I place my garbham , seed.” The commentators 
[Srila Sridhar Swami, Srila Ramanujacharya, 
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Sri Adi Shankaracharya, etc.] say that in this verse of the 
Bhagavad-gita , the term brahman actually means prakrti y 
the material nature, and the term garbham means the 
conditioned living entities. This same thing is again 
spoken of in the Srimad Bhagavatam (3.26.19): “The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead deposited his viryam , 
seed, in the material nature, whose modes were agitated 
by the vasana of the living entities. She thus delivered the 
mahaty which was golden in effulgence.” 

In the commentary by Srila Sridhar Swami to this 
verse, the term viryam is interpreted as cit-sakti y 
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spiritual potency. Therefore, the commentary agrees 
that the virya , the conditioned living entities, are the 
Lord’s potencies. 

tato \asmad udbhava-matramse drstantah — jala- 
budbudavad iti. atah punar api pralaya-samaye ime sopadhika 
jivas tvayi bimba-sthaniya-mula-cid-rupe rasmi-sthaniya- 
cid-eka-laksana-suddha-jiva-saktimaye. tata eva svam hy 
apito bhavati ity-adi srutau sva-sabdabhidheye parame 
paramatmani vividha-nama-gunair vividhabhir devadi- 
samjhabhir vividhaih subhasubha-gunais ca saha lilyur liyante. 
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[Returning back to the Srlmad Bhagavatam 10.87.31 
verse above,] the example of bubbles arising in water 
was only to show the sudden appearance of the 
living entities. These living entities, conditioned by 
temporary designations, merge into the Lord at the 
time of destruction. The Lord is comparable to the 
original orb of the sun and the living entities are 
comparable to the rays of that sun. 

The sruti ( Chandogya-upanisat 6.8.1) also describes the 
same as follows, “The living entity attains the self.” 
This means that the living entity, along with its various 
names, qualities and temporary designations such as 
demigod, etc., and along its good as well as bad qualities, 
merges into the Supersoul at the time of destruction. 

purvavat pralaye pi drstantah — sarita ivarnava iti 
asesa-rasa iva madhuni iti ca. atra deva-manusyadi-nama- 
rupa-parityagena tasmin line pi svarupa-bhedo ’sty eva> 
tat-tad-amsa-sad-bhavad ity abhiprayah. atra srutayah , 
hantaham imas tisro devata anenajlvenatmananupravisya 
nama-rupe vyakaravanlti iti 

Similarly, two analogies are given in the same 
verse [Srlmad Bhagavatam (10.87.31)] regarding the 
destination of the conditioned living entities at the 
time of destruction: “like rivers merge into the ocean” 
and “like the nectar obtained from various flowers 
merge into one single substance known as honey”. 
Here it should be understood that although the living 
entities have given up their temporary designations 
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such as demigod, human, etc., and merged into him, 
yet they remain constitutionally distinct from him 
due to them being eternal fragments of that Lord. 

The sruti ( Chandogya-upanisat 6.3.2) describes [how 
the living entities remain eternally separate from the 
Lord]: “That Lord desired, ‘May I enter through the 
various individual living entities into the world and 
manifest various forms and names/” 

[Translator’s Note: This shows that even after 
destruction the living entities remain separate from 
him. If they would have merged into him and become 
one with him he would not have thought in this way.] 

Also, another sruti (Svetasvatara-upanisat 4.5) says, “The 
individual conditioned living entity enjoys the material 
nature, but the Paramatma does not, considering her 
already enjoyed by the conditioned living entities.” 

[Translator’s Note: This quote also specifies the 
eternal distinction between the living entities and 
the Supreme Lord. Srila Jiva Goswami concludes with 
two examples of quotes from the Upanishads that are 
very similar to the Srlmad Bhagavatam (10.87.31) verse 
quoted above and which can be easily misunderstood 
to be indicating the permanent merging of the living 
entity with the Supersoul at the time of destruction. 
However, these quotes should be understood according 
to the interpretations given till now. In other words, 
anyone reading these quotes should remember that 
the individual conditioned living entity never loses its 
individuality, even after destruction.] 

The Mundaka-upanisat (3.2.8) says: 

stam gacchanti nama-rupe vihaya 
tatha vidvan nama-rupad vimuktah 
parat param purusam upaiti divyam iti 

Just like flowing rivers give up their names and forms 
and merge into the ocean, similarly the wise attain the 
divine Supreme Person, who is greater than the greatest. 

The Chandogya-upanisat (6.9.1 - 2) also says: 

yatha saumyema madhu madhu-krto nististhanti , nana- 
rupanam vrksdnam rasan samavaharam ekatam rasam 
gamayanti, te yatha vivekam na labhante musyaham 
vrksasya raso smy amusyaham vrksasya raso ’ smlti , evam 
eva khalu saumyemah sarvah prajah sati sampadya na 
viduh y sati sampadyamahe iti 

0 gentle one! Just as honeybees extract nectar from 
various types of trees and combine them to give a single 
flavored substance (honey), and after such combination 
the individual nectars cannot identify themselves, 
similarly all the living entities become one with the 
Supreme [at the time of destruction] and cannot identify 
themselves. I# 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandir a (www.granthamandira.net). 
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More Important than 
Worshiping Krishna 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

There are three kinds of devotional stages: kanistha 
adhikara , lower stage; the madhyama adhikara , middle 
stage; and the uttama adhikara , higher stage. So the 
kanistha adhikara means: 

arcayam eva haraye pujamyah sraddhayehate 
na tad-bhaktesu canyesu sa bhaktah prakrtah smrtah 

A devotee who faithfully engages in the worship of 
the deity in the temple but does not behave properly 
toward other devotees or people in general is called 
a prakrta-bhakta , a materialistic devotee, and is 
considered to be in the lowest position. ( Bhag . 11.2.47) 
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In the lower stage, the devotee is engaged in deity 
worship. It is not that deity worship is lower than 
meditation. We don’t mean that. Deity worship is 
the beginning of devotional service, as it will be 
mentioned in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu how to 
approach the deity, how to cleanse the floor, how 
to change the dress, flowers, how to make aratrika. 
Everything is described in detail there. 

In the beginning, one who is not advanced cannot 
see Krishna properly. When we speak of Krishna, 
Krishna is not alone. Just like if we speak of the king, 
“The king is coming,” it does not mean the king is 
coming alone. The king is coming — his ministers, his 
secretaries, his military commanders, his queens, his 
servants, so many other servitors of the king, they 
are also coming. Similarly, when we speak of Krishna, 
Krishna does not mean Krishna alone. 

Krishna says in the Bhagavad-gita , aham sarvasya 
prabhavah [Bg. 10.8]. Krishna is the root of all 
emanations. Krishna’s expansions, Krishna’s different 
types of energies, parasya saktir vividhaiva sruyate 
(Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.8) — he has got multi¬ 
energies, out of which the acaryas have taken 
three principal energies: the external energy, the 
internal energy, and the marginal energy. Krishna’s 
incarnation, expansion, all together means Krishna. 

The kanistha adhikari , in the lower stage, thinks 
that he is worshiping the deity very nicely, that 
he has realized Krishna. No. We have to make 
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further advancement. Krishna does not mean alone. 
Especially Krishna’s devotees, they are always with 
Krishna. Therefore, when we can recognize a devotee 
of Krishna and offer him the respect as devotee of 
Krishna — that is further advancement. 

In the madhyama adhikari , in further advancement 
of devotional service, one can see four categories. 

isvare tad-adhinesu balisesu dvisatsu ca 
prema-maitri-krpopeksdyah karoti sa madhyamah 

An intermediate or second-class devotee, called 
madhyama-adhikari , offers his love to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, is a sincere friend to all the 
devotees of the Lord, shows mercy to ignorant people 
who are innocent, and disregards those who are envious 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. ( Bhag. 11.2.46) 

When we are further advanced we do not only see 
Krishna but we see his devotees also. We can recognize, 
“Here is a pure devotee of Krishna.” In the lower stage, 
the devotee is concerned with deity worship, but he 
does not take much care of the devotees. But when one 
is advanced further, he can see Krishna and his devotee 
also, isvare tad-adhfna. Tad-adhlna means devotees. 
Devotees are always under the service of Krishna. 

So anyone who is giving service to Krishna, we 
should take care of them also. We should offer our 
respect. You’ll find in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu; it is 
stated somewhere that if a devotee is coming then 
another devotee who is engaged in worship of the 
deity may stop the deity worship for the time being 
and should go immediately to receive the devotee. 

So Krishna also says, mad-bhakta-puja abhyadhika — 
Krishna is satisfied more when a devotee worships his 
devotee. (Bhag. 11.9.21) Krishna says, “Ifone is worshiping 
me and one is worshiping my devotee, then the person 
who is worshiping the devotee, he’s more important than 
the person who is worshiping Krishna.” if 

— From a lecture on Nectar of Devotion. 23 October 1972, Vrindavan. 

Spiritual and 
Managerial Authorities 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Devotee: Should we accept someone as an 
authority if they have material attachments and are 
not situated on the spiritual platform? 

Gour Govinda Swami: We accept because we are in a 
society. Someone maybe GBC of some region ofthe world, 
so according to the management system, he is authority. 


But by the spiritual system, unless I am convinced I 
cannot accept him as authority. That is up to me. I have 
independence. It is my choice. As far as the management 
system goes, I accept him because he is GBC. But as far as 
spiritual things go, unless I am convinced I cannot accept. 
“Please excuse me.” Acceptance of someone as a spiritual 
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Nama-tattva 


The Chanting of the 
Madhyama Adhikari 


Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

Sri Caitanya-siksamrta, Chapter 6, Part 4 

The madhyam-adhikari increases his chanting 
day and night till he chants three lakhs names 
(192 rounds) a day. The chanting gives him such 
bliss that he cannot exist without it. Though 
he cannot count his rounds while sleeping and 
performing other bodily functions, he chants at 
those times without counting. He meditates on the 
meaning of the names as described by Gopala Guru 
Goswami, and gradually all his sinful tendencies 
become subdued. Then he experiences the name’s 
true nature, filled with supreme bliss. When the 
name’s nature becomes clear, Krishna’s spiritual 
form appears along with the name. With the 
presence of the pure name in his chanting, along 
with Krishna’s presence, the material modes are 
vanquished and pure sattva, that is, all Krishna’s 
non-material qualities, appear. According to the 
purity ofthe chanting, Krishna’s form and qualities 
together with the Lord’s pastimes will appear by 
the Lord’s mercy in the pure heart of the devotee 
who has awakened his natural spiritual vision. 
When the tongue glorifies the Lord with counted 
or uncounted names, the mind sees Krishna’s form, 
the heart perceives Krishna’s qualities, and the 
soul in trance sees Krishna’s pastimes. 

— English translation by Bhanu Swami. Unpublished 
manuscript. 
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authority 
should not 
be forced or 
compulsory. 

That is a 
principle. For 
me to accept 
someone as 
a spiritual 
authority my 
heart must 
be convinced, 
because it is 
based on the 
desire of the 
heart. It is not 
an external 
thing. It is 
internal. Acting 
in that way is 
not offensive. 

I am not 
disregarding 
him. He is a 
vaisnava so 
I offer him 
obeisances. We 
pay obeisances 
to all vaisnavas , 
regardless 
if they are 
k an i s t h a , 
madhyama , or 
whatever. That 
is etiquette. But accepting someone as spiritual master 
is something else, if 

— Sri Krishna Kathamrita , issue 10, p. 14. Evening darshan, 
Bhubaneswar, 1990. 

Without Faith One 
Cannot Have Darshan 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

“I see the statue.” — This kind of thinking is in the 
spirit of enjoyment, whereas “The deity sees me, my 
uncovered pure self,” is deity darsana. If in the same 
way that I see a movie, drama, or gymnastic display 
or hear a song, I think “I can see the deity with my 
eyes and fathom him by my intelligence,” such an 


\JssKt SrijiKclrtl Ten, — 3 


Cheeky Krishna 

attempt will be on the material platform. One will 
derive no benefit from such inclinations not meant 
for satisfying the Lord’s senses. Faith in the Lord 
entails not having faith in mundane enjoyment or 
renunciation. If one has faith in this world then that 
is bhoga , enjoyment: “The objects of the world are for 
my enjoyment.” Such a mentality is due to not having 
initiation and spiritual knowledge. 

Worldly people are completely different from devotees. 
Difficulties occur when one thinks that he who is to be 
served should serve oneself: “0 Lord, take notice of me. 
I am coming to collect dues from you in the form of 
dharma-artha-kama-moksa for sense gratification.” Hiding 
this inner intention, a person says ,jaganndtha svdml 
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nayana-pathagami bhavatu me — “0 Lord of the universe, 
be visible to me”, and other such delirious karma-kandfya 
words. This is not bhakti. “I went and saw the holy place. I 
went and saw the tree. I went and saw Jagannath. I went 
and saw the sadhu.” All of this is a matter of enjoyment 
and cannot at all be called service. If the consideration of 
“Who am I?” has not entered the heart, and if s ambandha- 
jnana concerning my eternal object of worship never 
arises, then how will sraddha and saranagati develop? 

Without faith one cannot have darsana of the Lord or 
his devotee. Instead, malice and envy will appear. Why 
envy? One will become envious when another person 
rises higher than himself. In the opening of Bhagavatam, 
bhagavata-dharma is called the dharma of those sadhus 
who are without envy. All humanity is careening around 
only with the concept of dharma-artha-kama-moksa. 
But the means for attaining such goals are not given in 
the Bhagavatam. Therein one finds only discussion of 
devotion to the Lord, meant for His dedicated devotees. 
If I become slack in this understanding I will waste my 
time in material knowledge derived from the senses. 
If the consciousness of serving wakens, rather than 
considering oneself the object of service one can slash 
all the wickedness imbibed from father, mother, and 
mundane relatives. 
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Forgetting that the Lord is the enjoyer, one enters 
samsara. She is called Durga Devi who, as the shadow 
energy of the Lord, disturbs us, makes us fools, and 
entrances us with dharma-artha-kama-moksa. By the 
Lord’s will she thus dazes us. By accepting the shelter 
of this shadow energy, there can be no good fortune. 
One must take shelter of the possessor of that energy: 

dam hy esa guna-mayx mama may a duratyaya 
mam evaye prapadyante may dm etam tar anti te 

This divine energy of mine, consisting of the three 
modes of material nature, is difficult to overcome. But 
those who have surrendered unto me can easily cross 
beyond it. ( Bg. 7.14) 

sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja 
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami ma sucah 

Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender 
unto me. I shall deliver you from all sinful reactions. 

Do not fear. (Bg. 18.66) 

Persons absorbed in service to the Lord destroy 
their samsara , whereas those disinclined to serve the 
Lord increase their samsara. Those who drift in this 
world have no time for hearing about service to the 
Lord. Even if they make a pretense of hearing, they 
do so according to their own viewpoint. If they do 
not like what they hear, they reject it outright. They 
do not give priority to the topic of the Lord’s service. 
They think that their present day needs are more 
pressing. They consider it better for an intelligent 
person to spend his time hearing mundane poetry. 

What right do we have to accept service from others? 
But in spite of that, we think, “Let the whole universe 
serve me,” and “I use the river water and fruit from the 
tree but have no connection with the Lord.” If one wants 
to know about the Lord he must approach a devotee of 
the Lord. One cannot bypass the proper channel. 

Ordinary persons and kanistha-adhikarls cannot 
comprehend who is serving the Lord and who is not. 
Rather, they have the inclination to oppose those 
who serve the Lord because the service attitude and 
behavior of a devotee does not mix well with worldly 
so-called moral or immoral conduct. Materialists 
disparage devotees of the Lord, understanding 
that they are not instruments for the materialists’ 
satisfaction and pleasure. H 

— From a lecture on 10 November 1936 in Jagannath Puri, quoted in 
Bhaktisiddhanta Vaibhava. Volume 1, by Bhakti Vikasa Swami. Bhakti 
Vikas Trust. Surat, India. 2009. Pages 178-180. 
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Your Valuable Loving Sentiments 


His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I am so pleased for your valuable loving sentiments 
upon me and this will keep you advanced in Krishna 
Consciousness, rest assured. V 

— Letter to Gargamuni. 31 May 1968. 

The Aquarian Gospel 
And Jesus inJagannath Puri 

Many devotees are fond of citing the Aquarian Gospel 
of Christ and the fascinating account therein of how he 
spent his eighteen “lost years” in India. It describes how 
he meditated in the Himalayas, stayed in the Jagannath 
Mandir in Puri, and even attended the Ratha-yatra 
festival there. It was Tamal Krishna Das (before he took 
sannyasa ) who in early 1969 came across this book and 
brought a copy to Srila Prabhupada. 

Srila Prabhupada seemed to appreciate some of 
the points in the book, and we find that in early 
1969 he cited it in his preaching a number of times. 

next column 


However, I, for one, am reluctant to quote this book 
to scholars, or even devotees, as Srila Prabhupada 
later on seemed to change his opinion of the book. 
The history of The Aquarian Gospel as well as the 
chronology of Srila Prabhupada’s comments about 
it is interesting. 

First of all, a few examples from 1969 of Srila 
Prabhupada quoting it: 

There is a book called Aquarian Gospel in which it is 
stated that Lord Jesus Christ lived in the temple of 
Jagannath. Without being his devotee, how could he 
live there and how the authorities could allow a non¬ 
devotee to live there? From that book it appears that 
Lord Jesus Christ lived in intimate relations with the 
priest order. (Letter to Hayagriva. 31 July 1969.) 

Actually our Krishna Consciousness movement is 
genuine Christian movement. Christ means Krishna, 
love of Godhead, who has his face anointed with tilaka. 
There is a word kristos in the Greek dictionary, and this 
word is supposed to be borrowed from the Sanskrit word 
“Krishna”. And “Christ” is derived from kristos. I find 
these things in a book known as Aquarian Gospel of Lord 
Jesus the Christ (Letter to Syamasundara. 31 Augustl969.) 

Not Authoritative 

However, shortly thereafter Srila Prabhupada 
further clarified the matter: 

Regarding Aquarian Gospel of Lord Jesus the Christ I have 
taken some stray extracts just to support our views, but 
we don’t give any importance to that book. The best thing 
is that we accept Lord Jesus Christ as a great devotee of 
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the Lord and the son of God. It is better not to discuss 
in any detail about the Christian religion or any other 
religion. (Letter to Tamal Krishna. 14 September 1969.) 

Regarding books like Aquarian Gospel or even the 
Testaments, we cannot accept them as authorities 
because sometimes it is learnt that the words are not 
actually spoken by Christ, but they are so set up by the 
devotees. For example, in the Ten Commandments it is 
clearly stated “Thou shalt not kill,” but some bishop in 
Boston has changed it to “Thou shalt do no murder.” 
This means the bishop wants to keep hold for animal 
slaughter. So don’t bother about all these literatures. 
We have all respect for these great preachers, but we 
do not require to study books save and except for some 
reference. We must push on our philosophy how to love 
God. Our process is simple. We have got volumes of 
books also, so it is better for us to mind our own business 
than to divert our attention in the studies of other books. 
This was definitely forbidden by Lord Chaitanya. 

After all, Krishna Consciousness philosophy is as old 
as 120 million years at the least. So nothing can be 
compared with our philosophy, either in the matter 
of antiquity, philosophy, ethics, science, morality, etc., 
all in correct vision and approved by great stalwart 
acaryas. So far others are concerned, they cannot be 
compared even. For example, if Lord Jesus Christ said 
“Thou shalt not kill,” or “Thou shalt do no murder,” 
to the people, it does not reflect very good social 
structure of the audience. Our philosophy is above 
all these things. Just like we prescribe to our students 
no illicit sex-life, no meat-eating, no intoxication, 
no gambling, but they are not ends in themselves. 
The real end is how to serve Krishna and sacrifice 
everything for him. And to learn this transcendental 
art we have got so many volumes of books. So the 
summary is that instead of diverting our attention 
to read such unauthorized books, better pay our 
attention to more authorized vaisnava literature. 
These scriptures of the Buddhists and the Christians 
may be the words of God, but still they are not always 
applicable to us. It is just like a king may give some 
rules and regulations for some criminals in prison, 
but for the good citizens out of the prison these rules 
are not necessarily applicable. So these Christian and 
Buddhist scriptures were delivered for a different class 
of men, and we needn’t spend our time in studying 
their doctrines. You should read our own books over 





and over again and as far as possible do not try to 
enter into controversy. We do not concern ourselves 
with any other religion. Our religion is to become 
the servant of the servant of the servant of Krishna.” 
(Letter to Hamsaduta. 2 November 1969.) 

Although he generally discouraged his disciples 
from quoting the book, Srila Prabhupada continued to 
cite it sometimes during public preaching programs. 
But after his letter in late August to Syamasundara 
quoted above we don’t find any example of him citing 
the book to devotees. 

Introduction of the Book in ISKCON 

In chapter 6 of his book, Servant of the Servant , 
Tamal Krishna Goswami describes more about the 
Aquarian Gospel , how he brought a copy of the book 
to Srila Prabhupada, who initially appreciated it 
but later dismissed it: 

“Previously I had come across a book entitled The 
Aquarian Gospel of Jesus Christy which described the 
activities of Jesus between his twelfth and thirtieth 
years, an important portion of his life noticeably omitted 
from the New Testament. Because the book described 
how Jesus had received the major part of his religious 
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training in India, I thought it worthwhile to bring it to 
Srila Prabhupada’s attention, and out of curiosity Srila 
Prabhupada had me purchase a copy. For a number 
of afternoons during his last visit to Los Angeles he 
would hear with interest as I read the narration of 
how Jesus learned the art of hearing from the yogis 
in Benares, traveled to various holy places, and even 
participated in the Ratha-yatra festival in Jagannath 
Puri. The author, however, stated that Jesus did not 
approve of deity worship, considering Lord Jagannath 
to be an idol. Though much of the book seemed to 
substantiate our Krishna consciousness tradition, this 
point made Prabhupada skeptical. What was the author’s 
parampara ? Prabhupada challenged. I explained that 
the author supposedly obtained his information from 
the “akashic records.” Prabhupada was not satisfied. 
He also questioned why so much attention was given 
to Jesus’ healing the physical illnesses of the people. A 
pure devotee is not very much concerned to treat bodily 
diseases, but teaches his followers how to transcend the 
bodily condition altogether by practicing devotional 
service. Although a pure devotee is empowered by 
Krishna, and as such is the most powerful ofyogis y he does 
not take advantage of this by performing miracles, but 
prefers to convince his disciples through instructions 
and by his personal example of devotional service. In 
the final analysis, Prabhupada’s conclusion was that 
since the book’s authenticity could not be established, 
it therefore was not very important. Nevertheless, 
while giving his inauguration address at the Ratha- 
yatra festival in San Francisco, he described how two 
thousand years earlier Lord Jesus Christ had also 
participated in a similar festival.” 

Origin of the Aquarian Gospel 

The author of The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ 
(to use the full name of the book), was an American 
named Levi H. Dowling. Dowling was a preacher and 
something of a mystic. His father was an enthusiastic 
early minister of the Church of Christ, a movement 
meant to reestablish the original ancient Christian 
Church before it was broken into various sects. 

Levi Dowling claimed to have realized the Aquarian 
Gospel during a series of meditative experiences. He 
says that he recorded it from a non-physical plane of 
existence that he referred to as the akashic records. 
His wife Eva wrote an introduction to the book in 
which she describes her husband as a prophet who 
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had received divine knowledge and was the premier 
evangelist for the newly arrived Age of Aquarius. 

Objectionable Philosophy 

If one gives even a cursory read through the Aquarian 
Gospel they will find many things which differ both 
with the Bible and our Gaudiya Vaisnava philosophy. 
A few examples of the latter: In chapter twenty-two, 
text thirty-one, Christ supposedly instructed one of 
the priests in Puri, “Man is saved when he has reached 
deific life; when he and God are one.” Of course, this 
idea of God and the devotee being one is intolerable 
for the followers of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

Chapter twenty-six of the book describes how 
Christ saw a Jagannath Ratha-yatra procession: 

One day a car of Jagannath was hauled along by scores 
of frenzied men, and Jesus said, “Behold, a form 
without a spirit passes by; a body with no soul; a temple 
with no altar fires. This car of Krishna is an empty 
thing, for Krishna is not there. This car is but an idol 
of a people drunk on wine of carnal things.” (Texts 2-5) 

In text twenty-one of the same chapter, Christ 
purportedly said, “Tear down your idols; they can 
hear you not; turn all your sacrificial altars into 
fuel for the flames.” 

Text six of this chapter claims that Christ not 
only criticized the worship of the deity but he also 
found fault with chanting of the Holy Names: “God 
lives not in the noise of tongues; there is no way to 
him from any idol shrine.” 

In the Aquarian Gospel , Mr. Dowling claims that in 
response to Christ’s above instructions, in text six 
the people inquired: 

“To whom shall we bring gifts? Where shall we offer 
sacrifice?” (Text 26.16) 



Jagannath on his cart in Puri 
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And Jesus said, “Our Father-God asks not for needless 
waste of plant, of grain, of dove, of lamb. That which you 
burn on any shrine you throw away. No blessings can 
attend the one who takes the food from hungry mouths 
to be destroyed by fire. When you would offer sacrifice 
unto our God, just take your gift of grain, or meat and 
lay it on the table of the poor.” (Texts 26.17-19) 

He does exactly what Srila Prabhupada criticized the 
book for — propagating mundane welfare work as being 
service to God. In short, the book is highly questionable 
at best. As one Christian blogger described, “The 
Aquarian Gospel is a contradictory mixture of Christian 
Science, New Age and occult beliefs.” 

In Jagannath Puri 

On a side note, there is a local tradition here in 
Odisha that speaks about Christ’s visit to Puri. It says 
that he was staying at Shweta Ganga, which is a couple 
of kilometers south of the Jagannath Mandir towards 
the ocean. Shweta Ganga is one of the five principal 
sacred tanks in Puri that pilgrims traditionally visit. 

This account seems to be based on an edition of a 
history book of the Jagannath Mandir in Puri called 
the Madala Pahji (“drum chronicle”), so named due 
to the drum-like shape in which its palm leaves are 
joined together. It is actually a broad corpus of works 
with many editions and with many broadly diverging 
histories presented. In general, scholars and learned 
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Sweta Ganga in Jagannath Puri where some say that Christ stayed 


sadhus are dubious of the authenticity of at least 
some of the accounts in it. 

In January of 2016 I had the good fortune to meet 
Archbishop John, the leading Catholic in charge 
of millions of Christians in Odisha. He is highly 
educated and a very gentle and friendly man. He 
even attended some of our kvrtanas and classes during 
one of our retreats in Puri. 

I asked him if he had heard about Christ’s alleged 
visit to Puri and if so what did he think about it. He 
smiled and said that indeed he had heard that many 
times. He said, “But we don’t hold any credence to 
it. There is no proper evidence to support it, nor do 
any recognized scholars, religious or secular, accept 
the idea.” He also said that there are no accepted 
theologians or respected secular scholars who accept 
the Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ 

In closing, while the events suggested by Mr. 
Dowling in the Aquarian Gospel are very interesting 
(and they could even be true), with the lack of 
substantial evidence supporting them, and after 
seeing Srila Prabhupada’s comments on the book, I, 
for one, have no interest in propagating it. If — MD 
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False Prestige and False Propaganda 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

False propaganda. Simply if one can satisfy the 
mass of people by false propaganda then he will be 
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accepted, “You are very learned.” Nobody will inquire 
whether he is learned according to the standard 
books, because nobody has got knowledge of the 
standard books. I may speak something without any 
reference to the standard books, but if I can convince 
you, if I can flatter you, then you will accept me. Just 
like so much propaganda is going on that, “You can 
become a great yogi and at the same time you can 
indulge your senses. There is no restriction.” People 
are attracted to that, so people are following that. But 
actually, if we refer to the standard books of yoga, it 
is very difficult. But that will not be spoken because 
they will not like it. So everyone can manufacture in 
his own way some cheap thing, and people will like it. 
So panditye capalam vacah — anyone who can cleverly 
juggle words will be considered a scholar. V' 

— From a lecture in San Francisco. 18 March 1968. 

Kirtana of the Truth 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

One cannot become or make another a vaisnava. 
All living beings in the universe are intrinsically 
vaisnavas; they simply have to realize it. It is the task of 
the Vishwa Vaishnava Raja Sabha, the world assembly 
of vaisnavas , to assist such realization in every way. 

0 




















































Unknown artist 



Radha and Krishna in Vrindavan 


The people of this world are simply measuring in 
terms of caste-ism, nationalism and other temporary 
inauspicious social divisions. This measuring should 
be erased not only in Bengal, not only in India, but 
all over the universe. Past, present, and future — 
everyone’s auspiciousness will come by preaching 
about Lord Chaitanya. Like itinerant merchants you 
should take the wares of Caitanya-vanf throughout 
the globe. If necessary, go to all four corners of the 
earth. Violence to oneself and others under the name 
of nirjana-hhajana must be stopped. Every single door 
must be knocked on at least once. If the inhabitants 
sincerely inquire as to which manner of hari-hhajana 
may be performed aright, tell them that the only 
way is through the bhaktivinoda-dhara , the line of 
Bhaktivinode Thakur. The bhaktivinoda-dhara must 
be kept alive by the klrtana of srauta-vani, audible 
instructions. If klrtana of the truth is stopped then we 
will be riven from the bhaktivinoda-dhara. tjf- 

— From an address at the disappearance festival of Srila Thakur 
Bhaktivinode in 1936. Quoted in Bhaktisiddhanta Vaibhava. Volume 
1, by Bhakti Vikasa Swami. Bhakti Vikas Trust. Surat, India. 2009. 

Guru is Always There 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

He always sees me, and I always see him. The 
spiritual master is always there. Don’t think that he 
is not physically present, that he is not there. He is 
there. He is always there. If you have developed love 


for the spiritual master, if you have developed the 
eye, you can see him, you can talk to him. He is also 
present in this form (banging the book), vani-rupa , 
his instructions are there. When he is away, don’t 
think that he is gone. 

— From a house program in France. 18 July 1986. 

Harassing Madhumangal 

Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami 

By speaking different kinds of joking words, the 
laughing cowherd boys made Krishna and Balaram 
laugh. Their jokes took various forms, such as 
alapa (speaking in many different ways), anulapa 
(uselessly repeating the same statements), pralapa 
(delirious speech), vipralapa (useless prattle), samlapa 
(friendly discourse), su-pralapa (eloquent words), 
vilapa (lamentation), apalapa (speaking with hidden 
meanings), grasta-vakya (speaking with slurred 
syllables), avispata (speaking with unclear meaning), 
nirasta (speaking very rapidly), avajha (playful 
insults), vitatha (lies), sahgata (reconciliatory words), 
sunrta (pleasing words), tiraskara (loving rebukes), 
sahasa (laughter), stuti-garbha (mock prayers), ninda 
(criticism), narma (many jokes), gudha-kavya (hidden 
poetry), praheli (riddles), dana-bhasa (beautifully 
ornamented words), citra-kavya (astonishing poetry, 
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Nama-tattva 


The Source of Arjuna’s Success 

Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.489 


idarh kirxtx sahjapyajayipasupatastra-bhak 
krsnasya prana-bhutah san krsnam sarathim aptavan 

By chanting the name of Krishna, Arjuna 
obtained the pasupata weapon, conquered his 
enemies, became Krishna’s life-friend, and made 
Krishna his chariot driver. 

— Translated by Kusakratha Das. 
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Krishna and his beloved cows in Vrindavan 


such as writing stanzas employing only one or two 
consonants, or stanzas employing an elaborate 
scheme conceived in the form of a picture), and 
samasya-dana-puma (reciting the first part of a stanza, 
and challenging others to complete it). 

Just prior to this, Madhumangal had acted as a 
priest and worshiped Suryadev, the sun, on behalf 
of Jatila, for which she had given him some sweets. 
Madhumangal wrapped these in a cloth so that none 
of the boys would know of it. Balaram had noticed 
this, and addressed him as if he were a thief with 
stolen treasure. 

“0 Brahmin! What is that in your cloth?” 

“I have some offerings made to the sun god.” 

“From where did you get it?” 

“From the priests engaged in offering sacrifices.” 

“Who are those priests?” 

“It was all the people of Vraja. Because it is Sunday, 
they are all worshiping the sun-god.” 

“Open your cloth and show it to me.” 

“No! You and your friends are greedy. You want 
to eat it.” 

“You should share some with me and my friends.” 

“I don’t want to give it away. I want to eat it.” 

“The boys are very hungry. They want to take it 
from you by force.” 

“I don’t consider your friends to be equal to grass. 
Who are they and who are you? I am a Brahmin. By my 
powers I do not consider you to be a blade of grass.” 

c^= 


Understanding Balaram’s hints, the cowherd boys 
humbly came before Madhumangal and begged for 
the food. Madhumangal hid it and remained silent to 
all their appeals. While they were begging, one boy 
snuck up from behind Madhumangal, grabbed the 
sweets and placed them before his friends. The boys 
quickly ran off with the package of sweets. 

While the boys were eating the stolen sweets, 
Subal stole Madhumangal’s rings. Then another 
boy sneaked up from behind and pulled the tail 
of Madhumangal’s dhoti. While this was going on, 
another boy approached from the front and undid 
the front of his dhoti. When Madhumangal ran after 
him, another boy approached him from the side. He 
loosened Madhumangal’s turban and undid his hair. 
Someone took his flute and another boy took his stick 
and ran away. Crying, laughing loudly, bellowing, 
criticizing, accusing and cursing them, Madhumangal 
took Krishna’s stick, and chased them. 

For a short time they fought with the sticks. Then 
Krishna interceded, embraced Madhumangal and 
stopped the friends from fighting. Krishna returned 
Madhumangal’s flute, stick and cloth. Seeing that he 
was deprived of the rings, Madhumangal cursed the 
cowherds in anger. 

“By force you ate the property of a Brahmin and 
stole my gold rings. You are always impure and fickle. 
Do not touch me. I will go to Vraja and announce 
your actions.” Leaving quickly while huffing, he was 
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stopped by Balaram. He said to Balaram, “You have 
instigated the boys to do this sin. I will not speak to 
you unless you perform atonements.” 

In this way, in Vraja, Krishna played with all his 
friends and herded the cows. m- 

— Adapted from a translation of Govinda-lilamrta (chapter 19, texts 
2-21) by Bhanu Swami. 

The Best Candidate for Your Mercy 

Srila Lochan Das Thakur 

(Tudf-raga) 

ei bara karuna kara caitanya nitai 
mora sama patakx dr a tri-bhuvane nai 

0 Lord Chaitanya and Lord Nitai, please be merciful 
to me this time. In all of the three worlds there is no 
sinner like me. 

muni ati mudha-mati mayara naphara 
ei saba pape mora tanujarajara 

I am a great fool. I have been mayas servant. My 
body is filled with every sin. 

mleccha adhamayata chila andean 
td sabha ha-doe bujhi mora papa bharx 

My sins are more weighty and grave than the sins 
of all the mlecchas, than all who are fallen and ill- 
behaved. 
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Sroila Lochan Das Thakur 


asesa papera papxjagai madhai 
td sabha uddharila tomara du-bhai 

You easily delivered the two brothersjagai and Madhai 
even though they had committed every possible sin. 

locana bale mo adhame daya naila kene 
tumi na karile daya ke karibe ane 

Lochan Das says, “I am very fallen. Why will you not give 
mercy to me? If you will not give mercy to me, then where 
will you find a better candidate for your mercy?” V' 
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Christians to Hindus” 


His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

People should not misunderstand our propagation 
and think that we are proselytizing some persons to 
Hinduism. Yesterday one so-called jnanf came to me 
and challenged, “Swamiji, formerly the Christians 
used to convert the Hindus, and the Muhammadans 
used to convert the Hindus into Muhammadanism or 
Christianism. Now you are converting the Christians 
into Hinduism. So what is the difference between 
their activities and your activities?” 

So this fool does not know this is not making a 
person from Christian to Hindu. This is not the 
process. We are not interested in that. I never 
said in any meeting in the Western countries that, 
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“Hindu religion is better than your Christian religion. 
You give up your Christian religion and come to 
Hindu religion.” No, that was not my propaganda. 

There are many old students here present. They 
may remember. I never made propaganda like that. 
Rather, when they inquired whether one can attain 
perfection by following Christian principle, I said yes. 

Our propaganda is not to proselytize people from 
Christian to Hinduism. Our propaganda is to make 
everyone know the fact that everyone is eternally 
a servant of Krishna. That is our propaganda. Jxvera 
svarupa haya krsnera nitya dasa [“It is the living entity’s 
constitutional position to be an eternal servant of 
Krishna.” Cc. madhya 20.108-109]. That is our propaganda. 
We are trying to convince people that, “Your original 
position is servant of Krishna. You have now forgotten 
that. You revive your Krishna consciousness and you’ll 
become happy.” That is our propaganda. 

Do not misunderstand that we are trying to spread 
Hinduism. “Hinduism” is a fictitious term. Even the 
Jains and the Sikhs and many other sub-religions are 
also ruled by the Hindu rules, Hindu law. Actually this 
word “Hindu” is given by the Mohammedans. We 
don’t find this word “Hindu” in the Vedic literature. 
It has come later. You won’t find the word Hindu in 
Bhagavad-gita y in Srlmad Bhagavatam, or in any other 
Vedic literature. It is a recent convention. 
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Actually, we are the followers of Vedic principles. 
Our system is varnasrama-dharma , four varnas and four 
asramas. Varnasrama-dharma is applicable everywhere. 
Just like the sun. The sun is the creation of God. It is 
visible everywhere. Not that there is American sun 
and Indian sun. No. The sun is the same. 

—From a lecture on Nectar of Devotion in Vrindavan on 27 October 1972. 

Rules Are Not Meant 
ForJudging Others 

Nanda Kumar Das 

Over and over Prabhupada said that the prime 
prerequisites for a cook or a pujarf are cleanliness 
and punctuality. For example, the original group of 
devotees that went to India would stay in wealthy 
people’s homes and then go to engagements in 
nearby villages. Once some villagers took us to their 
small, local Krishna temple, which was unkempt. The 
altar was dirty, and the pujari was wild. His front 
teeth were missing. During the arati he offered the 
various items quickly, and after he offered the water 
he turned around and threw it in our faces. 

As we were leaving I asked, “Srila Prabhupada, 
I have a question about this temple.” He said, 
“Ask me later.” Later, when there was no one else 
there, he said, “What is your question?” I said, 
“You have taught us that cleanliness is essential 
in deity worship, but that temple was dirty. I was 
wondering if Krishna is really there.” He said, “Yes, 
Krishna is there. Our standard is cleanliness. You 
keep that standard. Don’t judge anyone else by 
what they do. I saw that pujarf. He was different, 
but his heart was for Krishna, and therefore that’s 
what we see.” Several times Srila Prabhupada 
either said to me or I heard him say, “All the 
rules and regulations are meant for us to apply to 
ourselves. We are not to judge anybody else.” flr 

— From Anecdotes of a Modern-Day Saint. Volume 2. Chapter 22. 
Siddhanta dasa. ITV. 

Our Supreme Occupation 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Our supreme occupation is to serve the residents of 
Vraja, who are afflicted by separation from Krishna. ! W‘ 

— From Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s 108 essential instructions as 
presented in Amrta Vani. A collection of statements from Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur. Originally compiled in Bengali 
by Sri Bhakti Bhagavat Mayukha Maharaja. Translated into English 
by Bhumipati Das. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. 


Entering the Dham 


Adapted from Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur 1 s 
Narottama-vilasachapter 3 

Srila Narottam Das Thakur never got to see Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu during his manifest pastimes. 
After Mahaprabhu’s disappearance, Narottam decided 
to go to Nabadwip to visit the birthplace of Gauranga 
Mahaprabhu and to meet his remaining associates. 
Setting out for Nabadwip from his place at Kheturi Gram, 
Sri Narottam Thakura Mahasaya moved in an ecstatic 
loving trance, like a maddened elephant. A continuous 
shower of tears streamed down his face, wetting his 
chest. Everyone who saw him observed his expressions 
of divine love with astonishment. As he passed through 
various villages the residents became enchanted by his 
presence and followed along behind him. Once he set foot 
in a village, the inhabitants ran to greet him, swarming 
around him like bumblebees. And when he left the village, 
everyone there sank into the depths of sorrow. 

Traveling in this way, he eventually reached the 
outskirts of Nabadwip. Observing the beautiful 
countryside, he began to lament: 




Nama-tattva 


Nama is greater than Meditation 

Brhad-Bhagavatamrta 2.3.163 

mukhyo vag-indriye tasyo-dayah sva-para-harsa-dah 

tat prabhor dhyanato 'pi sydn ndma-sankfrtanarh varam 

Appearing mainly in the sense of speech, the 
Lord’s name gives pleasure to the chanter and to 
others. So even greater than meditation on the 
Lord is his nama-sahkfrtana. 

— Sanatan Goswami. Sri Brhad-bhagav at amrta. 
Translated from the original Sanskrit, with a summary of 
the author’s Dig-darsini commentary, by Gopiparanadhana 
Das. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Los Angeles. 2002. 
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klrtana in Nabadwip 


ohe dayamaya prabhu duhkha bhunjaite 
e hena samayejanmdite prthivite 

dekhite nd pailun ei nadxyd vihara 
tatha kahitei netre vahe asrudhara 

“0 most merciful Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, why 
have you sent me into this world now? Being 
unable to witness your divine pastimes in Nadia I 
am lost in intense suffering.” 

dhlre dhxre code duhkhe krandana kariya 
dekhaye dscarya navadvipe pravesiya 

prati ghare ghare kiba dnanda-mangala 
nirantara hari hari dhvani kolahala 

Thinking in this way, he walked on very slowly, crying 
pitifully. But to his astonishment, when he entered 
Nabadwip he found that each and every house was 
full of joy and happiness. In every corner the loud 
chanting of “Hari Hari” resounded. 

ki ndri purusa maha manera ullase 
caturdika haite code prabhura avase 

parikara saha viharaye gaurardya 
sankxrtana sukhera pathara nadxyaya 

From all directions men and women were eagerly 
rushing to the house of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

(Mr 


There, Narottam saw the Lord and his associates dancing 
ecstatically in sankxrtana. In this way he saw that all of 
Nabadwip was floating in an ocean of happiness. 

For some time Narottam enjoyed the vision of this 
joyous scene. Then, suddenly, everything changed 
and he saw the city of Nadia sunk into the depths of 
despair. Narottam burst out crying, “0 Lord, what 
have I seen?” Narottam sat thoughtfully for some 
time. Eventually he asked a passerby where he could 
find the house of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

With his head hung down, and tears streaming 
from his eyes, the man replied, “Look over there! 
That is the house of Prabhu. Go in this way.” Seeing 
the Lord’s house, Narottam also began to cry. 

Just then, Mahaprabhu’s associate Sri Suklambara 
Brahmachari happened to be passing by, and his 
curiosity was aroused upon seeing Narottam. 
Narottam bowed to his feet and Suklambara asked, 
“Who are you?” When Narottam stated his name, 
Suklambara immediately broke out in tears and 
warmly embraced Narottam with deep affection. 

With a choked voice he explained to Narottam, “When 
Gaurachandra was absorbed in ecstatic trance in the 
village of Ramakeli, he lovingly called out your name. 
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Who can understand the mystery of the Lord’s 
pastimes? At that time he predicted your arrival 
here. 0 my son, all the mahantas , including myself, 
have been eagerly waiting for you. Actually, Prabhu’s 
disappearance is unbearable for us. Some of us have 
already disappeared from this world.” 

InthiswayNarottammetwithSuklambaraBrahmachari 
and other associates of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

* * * 

Commentary: Narahari Chakravarti Thakur’s 
description of Narottam Das Thakur’s visit to 
Nabadwip is similar to an explanation offered by 
Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur in his Sarartha 
Darsini commentary on Srlmad Bhagavatam 10.45.25. 
He says that when Nanda Maharaja left Krishna and 
Balaram in Mathura and returned to Vrindavan, at 
that time Krishna manifested two forms of himself 
as well as of Nanda Maharaja, his chariot, and all of 
the cowherd boys who were present. Out of these 
two sets, one returned to Vrindavan without Krishna 
and Balaram while the other returned to Vraja with 
Krishna and Balaram. Vishwanath says that these 
two sets were present simultaneously in Vrindavan 
without seeing or contacting each other. 

Srila Rupa Goswami gives a similar presentation in 
his Laghu-bhagavatamrta. He describes Narada Muni’s 
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experience in Dwarka, wherein he found many 
manifestations of Krishna who were all present at the 
same time but were performing different activities. 
In text 5.512, Rupa writes: 

ascaryam ekadaikatra , vartamanany api dhruvam 
parasparam asamprkta , svarupany eva sarvatha 

“How astonishing it is that though two forms were 
present in the same place at once, each form was 
unaware of the other form and did not contact it.” 

Vishwanath cites Uddhava’s visit to Vraja as an 
example of these two separate compartments of 
Vrindavan, in one of which Krishna was present and 
in the other the Vrajavasis were suffering from his 
separation. He quotes verses from the end of the forty- 
sixth chapter of the tenth canto of Srlmad Bhagavatam 
that describe how when Uddhava entered Vrindavan 
he had a similar experience to that which Narottam 
Das Thakur later had when he entered Nabadwip. 
Uddhava found all the cows, calves, as well as all of 
the male and female residents of Vraja to be full of joy, 
dancing, and singing the glories of Krishna. He says 
this was because they were directly associating with 
Krishna. Shortly after, however, as described in the 
next chapter of the Bhagavatam , Uddhava apparently 
entered the second chamber of Vrindavan, wherein 
he saw the pain and suffering the Vrajavasis were 
experiencing in separation from Krishna. — MD >( W' 
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Discrepancies are 
Expected in Neophytes 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Your complaint is that you have met two of my 
young disciples in California and they appeared to 
you to have, “a very negative outlook toward the 
people they meet”. Of course, I do not know the 
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case and what the circumstances are, but kindly 
forgive my beloved disciples for any unkindness 
or indiscretion on their part. After all, to give up 
one’s life completely for serving the Lord is not an 
easy thing, and maya, the illusory material energy, 
tries especially hard to again entrap those who have 
left her service to become devotees. Therefore, in 
order to withstand the attack of maya and remain 
strong under all conditions of temptation, young 
or inexperienced devotees in the neophyte stage of 
devotional service will sometimes adopt an attitude 
against those things or persons which may possibly 
be harmful or threatening to their tender devotional 
creepers. They may even overindulge in such feelings 
just to protect themselves, and thus they will appear 
to some nondevotees, who are perhaps themselves 
still very much enamored by the material energy of 
maya, to be negative or pessimistic.... 

bahunamjanmanam antejhanavan mam prapadyate 
vasudevah sarvam iti sa mahatma sudurlabhah 

[Krishna says:] “After many births and deaths, he 
who is actually wise surrenders unto Me, knowing 
Me to be the cause of all causes and all that is. Such a 
great soul is very rare.” ( Bg . 7.19) 

Krishna uses the word mahatma , great soul. 
Therefore, our devotees that you have met are 
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not ordinary boys and girls. No. They are to be 
considered actually wise, great souls because they 
have experienced in many births the miserable 
disease of material life and have become disgusted. 
Therefore, they are seeking higher knowledge — 
they are seeking something better — and when 
they find Krishna and surrender unto him, they 
become mahatmas , who are actually situated in 
knowledge. This material world is just like a prison 
house; it is a punishing place meant to bring us to 
that point of becoming disgusted, surrendering 
at last to Krishna, and going back to our original 
nature of eternal life in bliss and complete 
knowledge. Therefore, it is to the credit of these 
devotees that they have done what is sudurlabhah , 
very rare among all men in human society.... 

At present many of our students are young boys. 
They are learning gradually, but the process is so 
effective, certain, and authorized that if they stick 
to it they will come to the right point, as you say, 
of loving. But that love is not material, so it should 
not be judged on the false, sentimental platform 
of ordinary, mundane dealings. That is our point. 
Therefore, to say they are not loving may be true 
from the materialists’ point of view. They have given 
up affection for family, friends, wife, country, race, 
and so on, which is all based upon the bodily concept 
of life, or flickering sense gratification. They have 
become a little detached from may as love, or lust, and 
they want Krishna’s love, or endless, fully rewarding 
love, but they have not yet developed to that point, 
that’s all. We cannot expect that all of a sudden your 
countrymen, who are addicted to so many bad habits, 
will give up eating flesh, taking intoxicants, having 
illicit sex life, and so many other nasty things, and 
overnight become great, self-realized souls. That is 
not possible. That is utopian. But just being initiated 
as Krishna’s devotee puts one in the topmost category 
of human society. Sa buddhiman manusyesu sayuktah 
krtsna-karma-krt — “He is intelligent in human 
society. He is in the transcendental position, although 
engaged in all sorts of activities.” [Bg. 4.18] And 
although such a devotee may not yet have advanced 
to the highest level of spiritual understanding, still 
he is to be considered the most exalted personality, 
regardless of any temporary frailties.... 


In the neophyte stage we may always expect some 
discrepancies. Kindly see the thing in this light and 
forgive their small mistakes. The big thing is that they 
have given everything, even their lives, to Krishna — 
and that is never a mistake, flfr 

— Letter to Lynne Ludwig. 30 April 1973. 

Becoming Free from 
The Flaw Of Envy (part one) 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

The word “envy” is applied in many places and is used 
in connection with various things. Envy of another’s 
good fortune, being disturbed at seeing the wealth of 
others, jealousy, etc., are some of the various examples. 
Wherever the word matsarya, envy, has been explained 
in the vaisnava scriptures, it is fully understood that 
its influence is the competitor of divine love ( prema ). 

dharmah projjhita-kaitavo ’tra paramo nirmatsaranam satam 

“The path described in the Bhagavatam is entirely 
devoid of any dishonest purpose. It is held in adoration 
by those who are free of the flaw of envy.” (Bhag. 1.1.2) 

These words of the Srlmad Bhagavatam reveal who is 
eligible to receive the highest conception of dharma. 






Nama-tattva 


The Mantra for Attaining Prema 


Brhad-Bhagavatamrta 2.3.164 


nama-sankxrtanam proktam krsnasya prema-sampadi 
balistham sadhanam srestham paramakarsa-mantra-vat 

The sahkirtana of Krishna’s names is praised as 
the best and most powerful means to attain the 
treasure of krsna-prema. It is like a potent mantra 
that can attract precious objects from a distance. 

— Sanatan Goswami. Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta. Translated from 
the original Sanskrit, with a summary of the author’s Dig- 
darsini commentary, by Gopiparanadhana Das. Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust. Los Angeles. 2002. 
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In the scriptures it is indicated that prema-rasa is the 
topmost dharma. One who is non-envious is eligible 
to receive that. The quality of non-enviousness is 
called nirmatsarata. Although respected commentators 
have explained matsarya as feeling miserable at 
seeing the happiness of others and taking pleasure in 
the sufferings of others, nevertheless they have not 
revealed the broader meaning of this word and the 
general populace cannot understand it. 

The ignorant baddha-jfvas are tightly bound in the 
material world by six things — lust, anger, greed, 
illusion, madness and envy. These are said to be the 
six categories. These are the transformations of the 
fivefold afflications — ignorance, forgetfulness, self¬ 
absorption, attachment and jealousy. 

Absorption in material objects in relation to the 
origin of lust has been explained in Srfmad Bhagavad- 
gitd (2.62-63): 

sangat sanjayate kamah kamat krodho ’bhijdyate 
krodhad bhavati sammohah sammohat smrti-vibhramah 
smrti-bhrarhsad buddhi-naso buddhi-nasat pranasyati 

In association with material attachment, lust 
develops. From lust, anger arises. From anger, 
delusion appears. Delusion means unlawful material 
greed. From material greed, moha, bewilderment of 
memory, appears. From moha , intelligence is destroyed, 
which means that one becomes mad and bereft of the 
understanding of what is right and wrong. By madness 
the living entity becomes ruined by envy. 

This instruction has also been mentioned in 
Bhagavad-gita 3.43: 

evam buddheh param buddhva samstabhyatmanam atmana 
jahi satrum maha-baho kama-rupam durasadam 

“0 mighty armed Arjuna, knowing that individual 
unit of consciousness to be superior to the intelligence, 
steady the mind with firm intelligence and conquer this 
indomitable enemy in the form of lust.” 

Considering the jfva as fully spiritual and beyond 
intelligence, with determination and through proper 
siddhanta one must conquer the formidable enemy of 
lust by subduing the mind. 

From all of these instructions it can be understood 
that this sprout of lust, arising due to the 
misconception of one’s own svarupa , in due course 
of its development becomes transformed into the 
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tree of enviousness, and thereby the dharma of the 
jfva, which is premay remains unapproachable. There 
is lust in anger, and in greed there is anger as well as 
lust. In illusion there is anger and lust. In madness 
there is greed, anger and lust. In enviousness there 
is madness, illusion, greed, anger and lust. We may 
understand that the word mada , insanity, refers 
to the six types of bewilderment which includes 
being intoxicated by one’s beauty, one’s caste, one’s 
education, etc. [To be continued.] 

— From Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakurera Prabandhavali. Compiled by Sri 
Narahari Das. Published by Sri Bhakti Prajnana Keshava Maharaja, 
Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti, Devananda Gaudiya Math. Nabadwip, 
West Bengal. 1951. Unknown translator. 



Why is Gaura Crying? 

by the medieval poet Basu Ghosh 

gandhara-raga 

hari hari gora kene kande 
nija sahacara-gana pucha-i karana 

hera-i gora mukha-cande (refrain) 

“Hari Hari! Why does Gaura cry?” His close 
associates ask each other the reason as they look at 
his moon-like face. 

arunita locana prema bhare bhela duna 

jharajharajhare prema-vari 
yaichana sithila gamthala motima phala 

khasaye upari upari 
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tahi priya gadadhara , dhariya karila kora 
kahaye sravane mukha dry a 
punah atta atta hase, jaga-jana-mana tose 
basu-ghosa marayejhuriya 

Thereafter, dear Gadadhar places him on his lap 
and utters something in his ears. Then, Gaura starts 
laughing and laughing, thus bringing peace to the 
mind of everyone. Seeing all this, Basu Ghosh, in a 
dying condition, simply weeps. f|jf> 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava-padavali , 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya SansadPvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 

Will Death Wait? 


His eyes are reddened and filled with love as tears flow 
down incessantly. These tears appear like suddenly- 
loosened stringed pearls that are rolling down. 

sorxari vrndavana y nisvasa-i puna puna 
apanara arxga nirakhiya 
dux hata buke dhari y rax rax kari 
dharanx padaye murachiya 

Remembering Vrindavan, he repeatedly heaves 
heavy sighs and looks at his own limbs. Then placing 
both his hands on his heart he cries out loudly, “Rail 
Rai!” and falls unconscious on the ground. 
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Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 
Vrndavana-mahimamrtam 1.50 

bhratas te kim u niscayena viditah svasyanta-kalah kim u 
tvarhjdndsi maha-manum balavato mrtyor gati-stambhane 
mrtyus tvat-karanam pratxksata iti tv am vetsi kim vayato 
varam varam asaxika eva calase vrnddvanad anyatah 

0 Brother! Do you know for sure the exact 
time of your death? Or have you perfected some 
great maha-mantra for the sake of preventing the 
advancement of powerful death? You think death 
will wait for you to finish all your tasks in life? 
[I think that the answer to all these questions is 
yes,] because you seem to confidently walk out of 
Vrindavan again and again to go elsewhere. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.net). 
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“What can you Offer to Krishna?” 


His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The real thing is bhakti. What can you offer to 
Krishna? Everything belongs to Krishna. What have 
you got? What is your value? And what is the value of 
your things? It is nothing. Therefore, the real thing 
is bhaktya, the real thing is your feeling. “Krishna, 
kindly take it. I have no qualification. I am most rotten 
and fallen, but I have brought this thing for you. 

next column ^ 


Please take it.” This will be accepted. Don’t be puffed 
up. Always be careful. You are dealing with Krishna. 
That is my request. Thank you very much. II s ’ 

— Excerpt from a lecture on the occasion of the installation 
of Sri Sri Rukmini Dwarkanath in Los Angeles on 16 July 1969. 

The Process to See Krishna’s Form 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

I am an extremely unworthy person. Even though I 
am unqualified, I have a duty in the form of begging 
mercy. The more one is unqualified, the more fit he is 
to receive the Lord’s mercy. Dfnere adhika day a karena 
bhagavan — “The Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Krishna, is always favorable to the humble and 
meek.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, antya 4.68) 

If we wish to see the Lord’s enchanting form, we 
too have to have a form. If we want to see the Lord’s 
attractive rupa, we will have to don the form of a 
rupanuga , a follower of Sri Rupa. Then the Lord will be 
pleased. Syama sees the beauty of Syama, and Syama 
sees the beauty of Syama. If we possess qualities, we 
can realize the Lord’s qualities. Ifr 

— From a lecture on 3 April 1926 in Midnapur. Printed 
in VaktrtavalL Translated by Bhumipati Das. Touchstone 
Media. Kolkata. 2014. 
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See Krishna Everywhere 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Shyamasundar is so beautiful. His beauty far 
excels that of millions of Cupids — kandarpa-koti- 
kamaniya. This Krishna is appearing within the heart 
of a devotee. This is the stage of complete Krishna 
consciousness. One should elevate himself to this 
level of pure love. Krishna never disappears from 
the sight of a devotee who has developed krsna- 
prema. He sees Krishna every where Just as Prahlad 
Maharaja saw him in a stone pillar. His demonic 
father, Hiranyakashipu, declared to Prahlad, “What 
are you saying? Your Narayan, God, is everywhere? 
Where is he? Is he here in this pillar?” 

Prahlad could see the Lord because he had developed 
complete Krishna consciousness, prema-bhakti. In 
Srimad Bhagavatam (7.7.55), Prahlad says, ekanta- 
bhaktir govinde yat sarvatra tad-iksanam — “One who 
develops unalloyed devotion unto Govinda will see 
him everywhere.” Krishna says the same thing in 
Bhagavad-gita (6.30), yo mam pasyati sarvatra sarvam ca 
mayi pasyati — “Such a devotee sees me everywhere 
and sees everything in me”. How can you see Krishna 
everywhere without loving devotion? Prahlad 
Maharaja had developed that, so he saw the Lord in 
a stone pillar. But his demonic father, who was very 
powerful and who had conquered the three worlds, 
could not see. Rather, he drew out his sword. “All right, 
I will see if your Lord is here in this stone pillar. If not, 
this sword will chop off your head.” Hiranyakashipu 
could not see the Lord, but Prahlad could. Krishna 
is known as bhakta-vatsala y he is very affectionate to 
his devotees. In Caitanya-caritamrta, (madhya . 25.127) 
Kaviraj Goswami quotes Krishna’s own words: 


bhakta ama preme bandhiyache hrdaya-bhitare 
yahan netra pade tdhan dekhaye amare 

“That premi-bhakta has bound me up in his heart with 
the rope of love. Wherever he looks he sees me.” 

This verse tells us who can see Krishna everywhere. 
One who has developed such love binds up Krishna in 
his heart with the rope of love. Wherever such a devotee 
looks he sees, “0 yes, Krishna is there, Shyamasundar.” 
And that is what Prahlad Maharaja saw. But unless 
you are endowed with such vision, how can you see 
Krishna? It is a question of love. This is the stage of 
complete Krishna consciousness, and is the highest level 
of consciousness, completely blossomed consciousness. 
If you develop such love then the stupid mind can think 
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Nama-tattva 


The Means and the Perfection 


Brhad-Bhagavatamrta 2.3.165 

tad eva many ate bhakteh phalarh tad-rasikairjanaih 

bhagavat-prema-sampattau sadaivavyabhicaratah 

Because nama-sankirtana invariably leads 
to the treasure of pure love for the Lord, true 
connoisseurs of devotional service consider 
nama-sankirtana to be the very fruit of bhakti. 

Commentary: According to many pure 
devotees, nama-sankirtana is not only the best 
means of performing devotional service but the 
final perfection of devotional service itself. Of 
course, prema is the final goal of bhakti y but nama- 
sankirtana so quickly and infallibly leads to prema 
that the two are considered virtually identical. 
Wherever prema is seen to have developed, one 
can presume that nama-sankirtana must have been 
performed. Nama-sankirtana is the necessary and 
sufficient cause of prema. 

— Sanatan Goswami. Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta. Translated from 
the original Sanskrit, with a summary of the author’s Dig- 
darsinl commentary, by Gopiparanadhana Das. Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust. Los Angeles. 2002. 
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of Krishna. But, instead, we have developed some love 
and affection towards the body and the bodily relations 

— wife, son, and daughter. Therefore, the stupid mind 
thinks of wife, son, and daughter — suta-mita-ramani ra 
cinta. But Krishna is the only object of love, and if you 
develop such pure love then the stupid mind can think 
of Krishna. Then you cannot live for a moment without 
thinking of Krishna, because he has become the object 
of your love. This is love. “Think of me day and night, 
twenty-four hours.” That is what Krishna says. W 

— From a lecture in Baltimore. 1 June 1993. 

Becoming Free From 
The Flaw Of Envy (part 2) 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

All sufferings of the jfva arise due to enviousness. 
Ignorance, the desire to commit sin, sin, the desire to 
perform pious activities, and pious activities — all of these 
are included within envy. On one side is vaisnava dharma , 
which refers to service to the vaisnavas, mercy to the 
living entities, and a taste for the holy name, and on the 
other side is enviousness. Whoever feels pleasure at the 
distress of others can never display mercy to thejfvas. The 
sweet mood of love for the Lord cannot arise within him. 
He has innate hatred or enmity towards the vaisnavas. 
Only those who are without envy can fully accept the 
purport of the tmad api verse. Sriman Mahaprabhu has 
spoken (in the third verse of Siksdstakam): 

tmad api sunicena tar or iva sahisnuna 
amanina manadena kirtaniyah sada harih 

“One who is humbler than a blade of grass, more 
forbearing than a tree, and who gives due honour to 
others without desiring it for himself, is qualified to 
always chant the holy name of Krishna.” 

One who is devoid of envy cannot have false pride 
due to wealth, material beauty, caste, education, and 
material strength; therefore, he knows himself to be 
lower than a blade of grass. A non-envious person 
cannot be dominated by anger and cannot be envious 
towards others; therefore, he is more tolerant than 
a tree. In other words, he is most munificent. Being 
devoid of all false conceptions due to caste, education, 
etc., a non-envious person becomes endowed with all 
good qualities and thus has no desire for name and 
fame. Thus he never expects any respect for himself. A 
non-envious person finds happiness in the happiness of 
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others and is sad at the miseries of other; therefore he 
gives proper honor to all living beings. Generally, with 
mercy he shows respect to alljivas; with proper honor 
he respects the Brahmins; he appropriately satisfies 
those within the cultured section of society who have 
become somewhat inclined towards Vaishnavism, and 
he serves the lotus feet of the vaisnavas. 

By his very nature, the person who is without envy: 

1) does not make offenses to sadhus; 

2) does not consider the demigods to be independent, 
for his intelligence is absorbed only in Krishna, yet 
he does not disrespect them; 

3) shows appropriate respect to the spiritual 
preceptors; 

4) appropriately honors the bhakti-sastras , which 
include the srutis , etc.; 
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Pure love is free from any tinge of envy 


5) gives up unnecessary arguments and develops 
the faith that nama and nami are non-different, 
considering the holy name as the highest wor- 
shipable reality; 
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6) does not engage in sinful activities on the 
strength of the holy name; 

7) does not consider pious activities such as 
dharma, vows, austerities, etc., to be equal to the 
holy name; 

8) makes an effort to develop faith in the faith¬ 
less, but does not instruct them about the holy 
name until that faith has awakened; 

9) has complete faith in the glories of the holy 
name, as such are described in the sastras; 

10) does not identify himself with material 
conceptions. 

0 readers! Non-enviousness alone is liberation and 
enviousness is entanglement. Thus, in Sri Caitanya- 
caritamrta (madhya 9.361), it is said: 

caitanya-carita suna sraddha-bhakti kan 
matsarya chadiya mukhe bala ‘ban ‘ban 

Endowed with full faith and devotion, listen to the 

lifework of Sri Chaitanya. Cast aside envy and let your 

mouth sing, “Hari”, “Hari!” 

— From Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakurera Prabandhavali. 
Compiled by Sri Narahari Das. Published by Sri Bhakti 
Prajnana Keshava Maharaja, Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti, 
Devananda Gaudiya Math. Nabadwip, West Bengal. 1951. 
Unknown translator. 

The Fire of Despair 
And the Drops of Hope 

Srila Rupa Goswami Prabhupada 
A supplementary verse to the Tri-bhangi- 
pancakam of Stava-mala 

pracinanam bhajanam atulam duskaram srnvato me 
nairasyenajvalati hrdayam bhakti-lesalasasya 

visvad-ricim aghahara tavakarnya karunya-vicim 
asa-binduksitam idam upaity antare hanta saityam 

0 killer of Aghasura! When I hear of the 
unparalleled devotional service executed even 
in most unfavorable conditions by the great 
souls of the past, the heart of a devotionally void 
person like me burns in disappointment. Then 
again when I hear of your omnipresent mercy on 
all living entities, my burning heart experiences 
a cooling sensation due to being moistened by 
a drop of hope. V’ 

— English translation by Hari Parshad Das. 









